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Philofophical Tranfa&ions. Vol. LXXVI. Part II. (Conclude 
‘ from Fol, \xiii. p-327-) | 


E muft now conclude our account of this part of the 
annual volume ; what remains is not inferior, in impor- 
tance, to the articles which we have already noticed. 

Article XVIIf. Some Particulars of the prefent State of 
Mount Vefuvius; with the Account of a Journey into the 
Province of Abruzzo, and a Voyage to the Ifland of Ponza. 
By Sir William Hamilton, K. B. F. R. S. and A, $S.—Thefe 
particulars, though few, are curious: we are pleafed to find 
that we may, at fome future period, receive a journal of the ap- 
pearances of this very capricious and uncertain mountain. 

Sir William Hamilton defcribes the Lake of Celano, and 
the emiffary conftru&ted by the emperor Claudius, to drain it. 
This outlet is now filled up with rubbifh, and the lake in- 
creafes, while the water, in every other part of the world, 
except from a change in its courfe, feems to leffen in quan- 
tity. We fhall infert the author’s defcription of the boiling 
{pring near the ifland of Ifchia. 


¢ J have nothing to add to my former obfervations on thig 
ifland, already communicated to the Royal Society; except 
that about fixty yards from the fhore, at a place called St. An. 
gelo, fituated between the towns of Ifchia and Furia, a column 
of boiling water bubbles upon the furface of the fea with 
great'force, and communicates its heat to the water of the fea 
néar it; but as the wind was very high, and the furf confider- 
able, I was not able then’ to examine this curious fpot as I 
could have withed, but will return there on parpofe fome other 
time. The inhabitants of the neighbourhood told me; that 
it always boiled up in the fame manner, winter and fummer 
and that it was of great ufe to them in bending their planks 
for fhip-building ; and that the fifhermen alfo frequently made 
ufe of this natural cauldron.to boil their fth. Though I 
have paffed at different times many weeks in the’ ifland of 
Vou. LXIV. Fuly, 1787. B Jichia, 
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Jfchia, I never before heard of this phenomenon ; but in my 


defcription of this ifland mention is made of feveral fpots 
where, near the fhore, I had found, when bathing in the fea, 
the fand under my feet fo hot as to oblige me to retire haftily. 
This boiling fpring reminds me of one near Viterbo in the 
Roman State, which I have feen, and is called the Bulicame. 
It is acircular pool of about fixty feet in diameter, and ex- 
ceedingly, deep, the water of which is conftantly boiling. It 
is fituated in a plain furrounded by volcanic mountains. A 
ftony concretion floats on the furface of the pool, which being 
carried off by the fuperfluous water is depofited, and is con- 
ftantly forming a labes or tuffa, of which all the foil around 
the pool is compofed. You have feen, the like operation in 
greater perfection in Iceland, at the famous boiling fpring of 
Geyfer. Iam convinced, that many of the finer fort and moft 
compact tuffas we meet with, in countries formed by volca- 
noes, have been produced in the fame manner.” 


In the defcription of the ifland of Stephano we have a 


_curious account of the provident forefight of hawks, whe 


feize the quails, as they arrive from Africa, and lay them up, 


“in feparate parcels, according to the time at which they are 


killed, and eat them in the order of their ftalenefs, while the 
greedier gulls devour them at once. The ifland of Ponza 
is evidently volcanic; and the volcanic nature of bafaltes is efta- 
blifhed, by its being mixed with lava of a fimilar kind with 
that which has affumed the form of columns. Our author 
mentions a fingular fact, from the obfervation of Mr. Parker, 
that fome flint glafs had cryitallized in cooling, and the 
cryftals of one portion had affumed the form of bafaltes, with 
regular columns. It would have been worthy of enquiry to 
afcertain, whether any thing peculiar, in the compofition of 
this glafs, influenced its cryftallization: what has once hap- 
pened might probably be imitated. Our author feems in- 
‘clined to conne& this form with the vicinity of the fea; but 
we have already had occafion to fhow, that the fea rather 
contributes to expofe than to form them. There is one che- 
mical faét not yet corre&tly known, though our author has 
formerly mentioned, and feems to confider it as certain, viz. 
that lavas, by the fumes of the vitriolic acid, or by the acid 
itfelf, may be changed into clay. Argillaceous earth is un- 
doubtedly a component part of moft of the lavas we know ; 
but it contains other ingredients, which are not affected by 
the vapour. ‘The particular defcriptions of thefe iflands are 
connected with the plates, which are executed with great neat- 

nefs and accuracy. 
Art. XIX. An Account of a new Electrical Fifth. By Lieut. 
William Paterfon.—This fith was found at Joanna, one of the 
Comora 
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Comora iflands. It is a coral ifland ; and the fifh was caught 
in one of its hollows. The author thinks it belongs to the 
genus Tetrodon. It gave a ftrong eletrical fhock even: when 
it was weak, 

Art. XX. Obfervation of the Tranfit of Mercury over the 


Sun’s Difc, made at Louvain, May 3, 1786. By Nathaniel 


Pigott, efq. F.R.S.— Art. XXI. Obfervation of the late 
Tranfit of Mercury over the San, obferved by Edward Pigott, 
efq. at Louvain.—The emerfion of the centre of Mercury, 


from the fun’s limb, differed 53’ from the time, allotted by 


M. de la Lande, allowing for the difference of the meridians 
between Paris and Louvain. 

Art. XXII. Additional Obfervations on making a Ther- 
mometer for meafuring the higher Degrees of Heat. By Mr. 
Jofiah Wedgwood, F.R.S.—In our 56th volume, we men- 
tioned Mr, Wedgwood’s firft attempt; rational and eafy as 
the plan appeared in theory, our author has met with many 
difficulties in the execution. As we could not originally de- 
fcribe the procefs, we cannot readily explain the difficulties, 
They confifted, however, partly, in the different preffure which 
different parts of the thermometer-piece received in its forma- 


., tion, and fomewhat on its form. We muft refer to the paper 


for the particulars of this variety, in the conftruction: of the 
different parts of the fame piece, which often produced an 
alteration in its form, with the method of remedying the er- 
rors. But there is another difficulty, which we formerly hint- 
ed at. Different clays, from the fame ftratum, and the 
fame depth, differed in the degree of their contraction, fome- 
times in the lower heats, at others, in the higher degrees: the 
clays formerly tried did not contra, in the fame propor- 
tion, when compared with each other, while the heat was in- 
confiderable; thofe, from other beds, differed only when 
the heat was ftrong. ‘There is a difference alfo in the degree 
of expanfion, which always takes place previous to their con- 
traction ; and fome expand again’during the progrefs of their 


‘contraction, efpecially the more vitrefcible ones. This qua- 


lity may be of fervice for furnifhing a meafure of the degree 
of vitrefcibility, or the approach towards it, and it was cor- 
rected only, by adding an earth not at all vitrefcent, viz. that 
procured by the decompofition of alum. This was added to 
the cornifh Clays, till the piece was found to diminifh in the 
fame proportion, as the ftandard thermometer-pieces mene 
tioned in the firft paper, and, in this way, correfponding ther- 
mometers may be formed in any part of the world, ‘The fol- 
lowing obfervations may render the fubject more clear to our 
readers, and they cannot be abridged, 
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¢ The changes which take place in all the natural clays that 

have come under my examination are fix. | 
; © a. The firft is, the fhrinking of the moift clay in drying, 
from the mere lofs of its water. The purer the clay is, the 
more water it requires to foften it, and the more it diminifhes 
in bulk by the lofs of that water. 
_ © 2. The dry clay, gradually heated, preferves its bulk un- 
varied up to the approach of ignition. At this period it is ene 
larged a little; probably, as already obierved, form its com- 
bined air endeavouring to efcape. 

‘ 3. When this air has made its efcape, the clay begins to 
diminifh, or to lofe the bulk it had before acquired ; and re- 
turns back, foone: or later, to the fame dimenfions which it was 
of when dry. It is at this point that the thermometric dimi- 
nution commences. : 

‘ 4- From this point the elay continues to diminifh more 
and more in proportion as the heatisincreafed. ‘FhisI call the 
thermometrie flage of diminution: it is of greater or lefs ex- 
tent, teminating at different periods of heat, according to the 
nature of the clay: in the ftandard thermometer clay, it com- 
mences with vifible ignition, and continues to (doubtlefs far 
beyond) the extreme heats of our furnaces, an interval confift- 
ing of 160 degrees cf the fcale: in others, it begins 4, 6, and 
in fome even 15 of thofe degrees later, and terminates alfo much 
fooner: and in fome its whole extent is not above zo of the 
fame degrees.. Throughout the greateit part of this ftage, the 
clays are found to retain their property of flicking to the tongue 
and imbibing water: between this bibulous ftate and the vi- 
irefcent there is an intermediate one, diftinguifhed by the name 
of porcelain; and to the higher term of this porcelain itate the 
flage of thermometric diminution feems to continue.. 

‘ 5. When the clay has paffed the porcelain ftate, it becins to 
be enlarged again, a fymptom of the vitrefcent ftage being 
commenced; and in this period it {wells more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the nature of its compofition. 

‘ 6. By further heat the {welled mafs, becoming fluid, fub- 
fides, is converted into glafs or flag, and contracted into lefs 
volume than the clay occupied in any of its preceding ftates. 

‘ It is plain, therefore, that clay canbe a meafure of heat 
no further than from ignition, or that point beyond ignition 
where the third ftage terminates, tothe beginning of the vitre- 
fcent flage; and that, as the three firft changes are completely 
paffed before the clay is applied to thermometric purpotes, be- 
ing ftrictly no other than preparatory proceffes, the thermo- 
meter-pieces, whatever clay they may be made of (provided it 
is fuficiently anvitrefcible), are to be confidered as pofleffing 
only the fourth ftage. But a fingular property of the compo- 
fition of clay and alum-earth remains to be mentioned, viz. 
that it has really no other than this one ftage: it fuffers no en- 
Jargement of its bulk at ignition, or in any other period; but 
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proceeds in one uninterrupted courfe of diminution, from the 
foft ftate in which the pieces are formed, up to the extreme 
fires of our furnaces. Though the diminntion, however, is 
uninterrupted, it is at the fame time fo inconfiderable at ‘the 
beginning, from the heat of boiling water (at which the pieces 
are adjulted) up to ignition, that the fame point of vifible 
rednefs is taken for the commencement of the {cale, in this as 
in the original clay, witheut any fenfible error or variation in 
their progrefs.’ 


Art. XXIII. The Latitude and Longitude of York de- 
termined from a variety of Aftronomical Obfervations; to- 
gether with a Recommendation of the Method of determin 
ing the Longitude of Piaces by Obfervations of the Moon’s 
Tranfit over the Meridian. By Edward Pigott, efq.— 
York is 4’ 31” weft of Greenwich: its latitude 53° 57° 45° 

Art. XXIV. Advertifement of the expected Return of the 
Comet of 1532 and 1661, in the Year 1788. By the Rev, 
Nevil Mafkelyne, D. D. F. R.S.—The irregalarities, in the 
apparent motion of Venus eftablifhed the Copernican Syitem ; 
the retardation of the comet of 1759 added weight to the 
conjectures of aftronomers, relating to the periodical return of 
thefe excentric planets. Dr. Mafkelyne tells us, that though 
Halley feemed to donbt of his firft opinion, yet aftronomers 
have generally acquiefced in it, and think ‘that the comets of 
1532 and 1661 are the fame: they accordingly expeé its re’. 
turn in 178g. Its perihelium, calculated from its former in- 
tervals, will be on April 27—1° 10’ in that year. Confider- 
ing the accelerating and retarding forces, it may meet with, 
from Jupiter and Saturn, and comparing their effects, Dr. 
Mafkelyne thinks that the difference will not be great; but 
that it may be expected at its periheliam, about the begin- 
ning of the year 1789, certainly before the 27th of April. 
As it approaches from the fouth, he thinks it may be feen ia 
the fouthern hemifphere, coming down to the fun, fo early 
as September7, 1788; and that the Cape of Good Hope would 
be a proper ftation for an obferver. In order to affiit aftrono- 
mers in looking out for this comet, our author has given its 
heliocentric and geocentric latitudes and longitudes, and cor- 
refpondent diftances from the fun and earth, on the fuppofi- 
tion, that it fhould come to its perihelium on the firit of 
January, 1789. The computations that relate to the fun will 
hold good if applied to days, as much earlier or later as the 
time of the perihelium may happen fooner or later: thofe 
which relate to the earth muft be recomputed on any other 
fuppofition. 

Art. XXV. A new Method of finding Fluents by Conti- 
B 3 nuation, 
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nuation, By the Rev. S. Vince, A. M. F.R.S.—To find 
fluents by continuation was propofed by fir Ifaac Newton, 
who perceived its utility, and many mathematicians have 
employed much of their attention on it. ‘The method of Mr. 
Vince is fimple, convenient, and, fo far as we can perceive, 
entirely new. ‘The beft idea that we can give of it will be 
from the author’s concluding words, 


‘ The general refolution of the given fluxion into a feries of 
fluxions of the fame kind, where the index of the unknown 
quantity without the vinculum keeps decreafing or increafing 
either by the index under or by half the index, has not, that 
I know of, before been given ; which furnifhes us at once not 
only with a very eafy method of continuing fluents, but alfo 
points out a very fimple method of inveftigating the fluent of 


the given fluxion without continuation. For iffA=p+s 
S[B+efC+a/D4 &e. f/B =p + fC+a D+ &e- 
fC=pl +a", D+ ke. &c. &c. then if for SB, fC, &c. 


&c. we fubftitute their refpective values, we fhall get a general 
feries for fA without continuation. The extent of any new me- 


‘thod is, at firft, feldom obvious; and how far that which is here 


propofed may be fuccefsfully employed in other cafes will beft ap~ 
pear from its application. Different methods wil] always be 
found to have their ufe in particular cafes; for where one be- 
comes impracticable another will often be found to fucceed ; 
and I hope that which is here offered will contribute fomething 
towards facilitating the inveftigation of fluents.’ 


Art. XXVI. Conjedtures relative to the Petrifa&tions found 
jn St. Peter’s Mountain, near Maeftricht. By P. Camper, 
M.D. F.R.S.— The large foffil jaw-bones, found near 
Maeftricht, were fuppofed by M. Hoffman to belong to a 
crocodile. They were found, however, with corals, madre- 
pores, alcyoniums, echenites, belemnites, turtle, and other 
bones, evidently of inhabitants of the fea, It was therefore im- 
probable tltat they could belong to an amphibious reptile, 
ufually found in rivers, ‘They differed from the crocodiles 
jaws, in other refpects, particularly in having teeth on the 
palate. It is probable, therefore, that they belong to the re- 
fpiring fifhes, and perhaps to the genus delphinus. The foffil 
vertebre are evidently not thofe of a crocodile, which have 
tranfverfe futures, and the parts divided are evidently not 
epiphyfes. ‘ihe futures, in the foflil vertebra refemble rather 
thoie of a porpoife, in which the divided parts are epiphyfes, 
The articulations of the vertebre alfo differ from thofe of a 
crocodile. In the foffil jaw-bones the fecondary teeth are 
formed in the body of the primordial ones, with the enamel 
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and folid root, at once: in both refpects, the dentition differs 
from the fame procefs in other animals. 

In the conclufion of this article two inftances occur of the 
bones of birds, in a foffil ftate, one only of thefe, viz. that 
mentioned in the Journal de Phyfique, we were hitherto ac- 
guainted with. It is extraordinary that their occurrence is fo 
rare : itis more fo, that human bones have never been found in 
this ftate. 

Art. XXVII. Catalogue of Qne Thoufand new Nebule 
and Clufters of Stars. By W. Herfchel, LL. D. F. R.S.— 
To this catalogue, which is fully and clearly defcriptive of the 
feveral forms of the nebulz, are prefixed-Dr. Herfchell’s. very 
ingenious contrivances to take an extenfive furvey of the 
different parts of the hemifphere in one night ; in his own 
language, to ‘ /weep the beavens.” With this inftrument, and 
the contrivances, partieniarty detailed in this paper, he can 
follow any obje& for near £ of an hour, without difturbing 
the fituation of the apparatus; and can, at pleafure, in a 
few minutes, turn it, to any part of the heavens, and viewa . 
celeftial obje&t even in the zenith. In the obfervations made 
after his improvements, -he thinks that the places affigned 
can never err above 4” or 6”, in right afcenfion; and 
a2 or 2’ in polar diitance.. As we cannot abridge the cata- 
logue, we need give no particular account of its arrangement. 
Thefe nebulez have been entirely difcovered by Dr. Herfchell ; 
and they add great credit to his obfervations on our fitue- 
ation, within a fyftem of ftars. We may mention, that our au- 
thor, in the year 1780, obferved feveral belts, with fpots in 
Saturn, which changed their fituation in a few nights, by 
which his revolution round his axis is afcertained. 

Art. XXVHI. Inveftigation of the Caufe of that Indiftin&- 
nefs of Vifion which has been afcribed to the Smallnefs of 
the Optic Pencils. By William Herfchel, LL.D. F. R.S.— 
It has been often afferted, that vifion will be indiftin&t when 
the optic-pencils are lefs than the goth or soth part of an 
inch. Our author, therefore, ought not to have feen diftin&- 
ly, with his very {mall lenfes. This was philofophical re- 
bellion; and, like all other rebels, he began te queftion the 


sight of this fovereign rule. He then found, that he could 


fee clearly the briftles on the edge of the wing of a fly, when 
the optic-pencil was only the 173d part of an inch. By pur- 
fuing his refearches, be at laft found that the indiftin&nefs 
arofe from another fource, viz. the want of a proper propor- 
tion between the aperture and the focal length, of an obje@- 
glais, or fpeculum. The 34th part of the focal length is not 
a fufficient aperture for the object-lens, We fhall add our 


-@uthor’s inferences, in his own words, 
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.£ I thall now proceed juft to hint at a few inferences that 
may be drawn from thefe related experiments ; as upon a ma- 
ture confideration, we may find reafon to believe they point out 
a caufe of indiflinétnefs of vifion hitherto never noticed by 
optical writers ; and which, when properly inveltigated, cannot 
but influence, and in fome refpects contribute to the improve- 
ment of our theories in optics. For, admitting that every 
object- glafs or {peculum, whofe aperture bears lefs than a cer- 
tain ratio to its focal length, will begin to give an indiftiné 
picture, it will follow, that while former opticians have been 
endeavouring to diminith the aberrations arifing from the fphe- 
rical figure, and the different refrangibility of rays, by increaf- 
ing the focal length, they have been unaware of expofing 
themfelves to the rontequepees of the caufe of indifindinels 
here pointed out. And till its influence fhall be well afcer- 
tained and brought to a proper theory, we muft fufpec thae 
fuch tables as thofe which are given in our beft authors of ope 
tics, pointi ng Out an aperture of lefs than 6 inches for a glafs 
of 120 feet fo 
from having that degree of perfection which. may yet be ob- 
tained No wonder that-telefcopes, made according to theories 
or tables, where one of the caufes of indiftinétnefs is unfufe 
pected, and therefore left out of the account, can bear no 
{malley pencil than the goth or soth part of an inch! If then, 
on one hand, by increafing our apertures we certainly run into 
great imperfections, we ought neverthelefs alfo to confider what 


dangers, on the other, we may incur by leflening them too 
much. . 


_ The volume concludes with the ufual lift of prefents and 
donors ; but thefe offer no fubjeét of remark. 


co 





Travels through Germany, in a Series of Letters; written in 
German by the Baron Riefbeck, and tranflated e the Reve 
Mr. Maty, 3 Vols. Svo. 155. in Boards, Cadell. 


HE author of thefe Letters was the Baron Cafpar Riefbeck, 
who has aflumed the difguife of a Frenchman, but who 
has worn,, with fo little dexterity, what he put on, without 
any apparent reafon, that he is very foon detected. He died 
in February of laft year, at the age of thirty: his work will be 
his monument; for it difplays a vaft extent of information, a 
scorsect tafte, and an amiable temper. A fportive fancy, the 
youth of the author will excufe: the inaccuracies which fome- 
times occur in the tranflation, the declining health, and pre- 
mature death. of the intelligent tranflator, will account and 
apologize for. 
The varied fund of information to be found in thefe vo- 
jumes. muft intercit and engage the reader: the congas 
© 


cal length (or a ratio of 1 to 240) ‘muft be far . 
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of the different ftates of Germany, ‘their eftablifhments, their 
revenues, and their interefts, are clearly and fatisfaftorily de- 
tailed. Much of this kind might be manofaétured in the 
clofet; and, in many parts of the work, we can hardly be 
faid to accompany a traveller. Yet the different defcriptions 
of the face of a country, its {cenery, and the profpe&s from 
various fituations, fhow that the author has actually travelled 
in the direction which he delineates. A map of Germany 
would have been an ufeful appendage; without one before 
him, the reader will be often at a lofs to follow the baron’s 
courfe. 

From Strafburgh the baron proceeds by Munich, Paffau, 
and Lintz, to Vienna; from thence to Prague, through Dref- 
den, Leipfic, and Wittenburgh, his native town, to Berlin. 
From Berlin he goes to Mecklenburgh, Hamburgh (making 
a fhort tour into Denmark), Hanover, Caffel, Wurtzburg, 
Franckfort, and Mentz. He returns northward again to Co- 
logne, Amfterdam, Oftend, and Bruoffels. If our readers fol- 
Jow this outline in acommon map, they will perceive that it 
comprehends the greater part of Germany; and the extent of 
the baron’s travels will be better underftood when we mention 
that, from many of the principal towns, he siakes excurfions 
to vifit the moft remarkable places and objeéts in the neigh- 


— bourhood, 


In this journey we cannot follow him with equal ftaps; 
and indeed we find it more eligible, in many refpects, to felec& 
fome paflages, to. give a f{pecimen of our author’s reafoning, 
his information, and defcriptive talents: in fhort, to confider 
him as a politician or a traveller, ready either to inflrué& or 
to entertain. 

The baron’s great hero is the emperor: the king of Pruffia 
is only fecond to him; but, to make amends, he exhibits the 
latter in a light which we have not, exclufively, feen him, the 
father of his people and the benefactor of his country, The 
ftate of the court in the enthufiaftic reign of Maria Terefa, 
is well defcribed ; and the baron. prophefies great changes on 
thé emperor’s arrival at the fupreme dominion: he was not 
aware, that he would attempt every thing at once, and ‘of 
courfe do nothing effectually. At this period if-our author 
had written, the fcene would probably have been changed.— 
We fhall tranfcribe the baron’s account of the extent and na- 
tive riches of the Auftrian dominions. 


¢ If all the Auftrian dominions lay together, they would 
contain a larger extent of country than France. Hungary, 
with Tranfylvania, Croatia, Sclavonia, Temefwar, and part of 
‘Dalmatia, contains 4760 fquare miles ; Bohemia-goo, Moravia, 
with 
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with part of Silefia, -430; the circte of Auftria, Styria, and 
the dukedom, with Carynthia, the Ukraine, the country be- 
longing to Auftria in Suabia, the earldom of Falkenttein, the 
newly acquired part of Bavaria, and part of Frioul, 22co; the 
Netherlands. 500; the poffeflions of Lombardy, 200; the 
kingdoms of Galicia and Lodomeria, together with Suckovina, 
which has been taken from the Turks, 14°0; in all 10,360 
fquare miles; whereas France hardly contains 10,000. You 
will fay, the difference is not very great—it is not; but when 
the expeted junctions of Tufcany and the Modenefe are made, 
it will be worth attending to. As to natural bleflings, they 
have been beftowed ftill more plentifully here than in France ; 
for there are no luxuries to be met with in the latter, which 
fome countries belonging to, the emperor do, or may not pro- 
duce, wine, oil, and filk not excepted; and as to matters of 
prime neceffity, fuch as corn and cattle, they would be able to 


furnith half France with them, after providing their own people. 


The feveral ores too, which are found in the hills round Hun- 
gary, inthe Tyrol, Carinthia, Carniola, and Styria, are of as 
much profit to the country as-thofe of Portuguefe and Spanith 
America to their pofleffors, fo that if there was only fuch a fea- 


“coakt as ours, and the country was improved to what it might 


be, no doubt it would be a fourth richer than France ; but our 
fortunate fituation, the waters we command on all fides, and 


the navigable rivers, which carry out our exports from the mot 


remote parts of the country, givé an advantage which is not to 
be difputed. : 

‘ Hungary is, without doubt, the richeft part of the Auftrian 
dominions ;—it not only poffeffes every thing that is produced 


‘gn the other countries, but feeds them with its overflow, and 
‘excels them as much in the quality asin the quantity of what 


it produces ; but here we have great occafion to obferve the 
truth of that axiom, that the more nature does for man, the 
lefs he commonly does for himfelf. The inhabitant of the Swifs 


-mountains extracts his fuftenance from his nakednefs, and has 
changed wilderneffes into cultivated and inhabited lands; the 
. Hollander has,turned the muddy fands of the Rhine and Maefe, 
“what [which] the fea is conftantly difputing with him, into a 


garden, whilft the excellent grounds in Hungary ftill lie wafte. 
I believe, that at Vienna, they think that the plenty Hungary 
is able to export, “is owing to its own population ; but it is not 


‘fo ; for-wete it three times as much peopled as it is,’ it would 


export in much ‘greater plenty flill, if the cultivation was what 


-3t is in the: greateft part of Suabia. As things now are, not 
-only a great partiof this fruitful land is uncultivated, but even 


that which is cultivated is not turned to near the advantage it 
might.. In this country they know nothing of artificial .cylti- 
vation, fuch as dunging.in.a cheap way, the mixture of different 
earths, and the ufe of chalky clay to manure, though parts of 


the country produce this lait commodity in great abundance. 


They 
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They fuffer at leaft more than half the ground there is need for 
to lay fallow. Their common way of threfhing is by driving 
oxen over the corn, by which half of it is left for ftraw. When 
you are travelling through this country, you think yourfelf 
going over a wild, though you are in faét upon a bottom, which 
with very little trouble would produce fifty, fixty, or even 
ene hundred fold. The roads are of an immenfe breadth, and 
the fields adjoining them of fo little value, that the poftilions 
drive through them, without the leaft ceremony, whenever 2 
li:tle mud or rain in the highway reminds them of its being 
more convenient.’ 

The population of the dominions of the houfe of Auftria is 
eftimated, with great appearance of truth, at about nineteen 
millions * ; and its income at eighty-two millions of imperial 
guilders, about fix millions fierling. The population of Vienna 
is eftimated at 385,000, including firangers, 


‘ Auftria is flill, without doubt, the fecond power of Europe. 
The revenue of Raffia confiits of 32,000,000 of rubles, which, 
according to the prefent value of the ruble, does not amount 
to more than 64,000,c00 of imperial guilders. No doubt but 
Ruffia may do aftonifhing things with its income at home, where 
the firft neceffaries of life are all fo cheap; but it has not nearly 
the number of refources, to carry on operations out of its own 


borders, as this court has, The times of Leopold and Charles 


VI. have long been gone by. Within this laft twenty years, a 
change has taken place in the adminiftration of the imperial 
finances, which will attonifh the world, as foon as this court 
has an opportunity of fhewing its power. I do not believe it 
wants as much time as Ruflia wanted, when it began the laft 
war, to be a full match for the Turks. Ass the revenue of 
Great Britain was nearly equal to that of this country, previous 
to the breaking out of this war, but has been a little leffened 
by the lofs of America, Auftria has no rival to fear, even at 
prefent, but France; but the former is a rifing power, and ia 
fifty years time the two crowns will be nearly equally ftrong. 
Though it be true, that Ruffia does contain fome millions of 
men more than the Auftrian monarchy, there are amongft the 
former feveral Kamtfchatdales, Samoides, and Laplanders, who 
are of little more political eftimation than their cattle. Both 
powers are making hafty ftrides to greatnefs; and in the next 
century will probably play the parts which France and England 
played, from the end of the laft to the middle of this, that is, 
the quiet and balance of Europe will depend upon them. This 
court will not fuffer the Ruffian to take one ftep, without take 





* In the lift is a ftrange error. The population amounts to 19 millions ; 
and, in Hungary and Temefwar there feems to be 364 millions; probably 
5,400,000, for this number only agrees with the fum tofal. 
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ing the fame, or perhaps two, as was the cafe in the partition 
of Poland, which I now know for certain, originated in this 
country. Ruflia bore all the expence of the Turkifh, or to fay 
better, of the Polith war; and when matters came to a divifion, 
Auftria gained more than Ruffia and Proffia together. The 


. Auftrian part of Poland, together with Bukowina, which was 


taken from the Tarks, is not larger than the fhare which Rufiia 
had ; but it contains more men, and produces at leaft half as 
much again as the Ruflian and Pruffian parts put together. Ac- 
cording to the beft accounts, the Ruffian part contains only 


2,100,000, and the Pruflian 650,000 ; whereas in the Auftrian, — 


as | have ftated them, there are 2,800,000 fouls. Befides this 
Jarger population, Aultria has likewife the advantage of the 
very productive falt-works of Wielithka, and the greateft part 
of Poland is dependent upon it for this neceflary of life. ‘The 
ftrength of Auftria is compa; but that of Ruflia is broken.” 


In this, as well as in the account of the Finglifh revenue, 
there is fome error; and we muft mention it, becaufe it is 
again repeated. Prufiia-gained more than either of the other 
powers, becaufe fhe gained that portion which gave compatt- 
nefs and energy to the whole kingdom. We may calculate 
among her gains not only 650,000, but one-third of her for- 
mer active power, which was fometimes impeded, fometimes 


checked, by the part of Poland between Upper and Lower ° 


Prafiia. We allow much for the fpirit of the king, but can- 
not think him quite fo difinterefted as he is reprefented. 

The only other extract that we fhall make of this kind, 
relates to the Pruffian fyftem of finance. The king, fay the 
Dutch, and they are excellent judges, knows nothing of trade: 
they are miftaken, replies the baron, and know nothing of the 


Pruifian fyftem ; monopolies, cuftom, and excife, are rendered 
ofeful. 


..* Neither commerce nor manufactures, nor the encourage- 
ment of private induftry, which tend to produce a great inequa- 
lity in national riches, and render part of the people aflluent 
at the expence of the reft; neither all thefe, nor any part of 
thefe, are the cornei-ftone of the Pruffian edifice of ftate; it 
yefts on agticulture only: and if we confider the king of Pral- 
fia’s politics in this point of wiew, we fhall find an exact fym- 
metry of !partsinthem. . 

_.y* tds on this principle, thatthat part of the fubje&s which 
35 the moft numerous has the leait bufinefs, and is moft inclined 
20 live at the expence of the workirg inhabitant of the coun- 
try, is obliged to contribute moft to the expences of the ftate. 
Whoever will take the trouble of comparing the feveral articles 
of the Pruffian excife with each other, will foon find that they 
bear the exacteft- proportion poflible to luxury, and are, — 
‘ Ougat 
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ought to be, always the higher, the more the article of con- 
fumption on which they are laid is remote from the firft necef- 
faries of life, which the farmer fupplies. For this reafon the 
excife always varies, and maft do fo. The king has an exact 
account laid before him of all the articles of luxury imported 
from abroad. When he fees that the confumption of any arti- 
cle rifes immoderately, he immediately leffens it, by raifing the 
excife on that article; he has done fo lately by coffee, which, 
according to his account, had taken many millions out of his 
country for fome years paft. ‘The meaning of this manceuvre 
was to recommend to his fubjects warm beer, which is the pro- 
duce of the country, is a more wholefome, and more palatable 
food than coffee, and from the ufe of which he himfelf had 
found great benefit when he was young. Another time he ob- 
ferved, that 12,000 florins worth of eggs were every year 
bro.:zht to Berlin out of Saxony. In order ‘to fave his fubjects 
this expence, he immediately laid a confiderable tax on the 
Saxon eggs, and thus encouraged his own farmers to breed 
chickens. This principle is one of the plaineft in legiflation ; 
it is that which prevails in all enlightened countries, only not 
with the fame good fenfe and equity as in Pruffia. Indeed the 
Englifh cuftoms and excife are much more hoftile to eating and 
drinking than the Pruffian; and it is a proverb in Holland, 
that of every difh of fifh he eats, a man pays five parts to the 
ftate, and one to the fifhmonger. | 

¢ The complaints that have the moft foundation of truth ia 
them, are thofe which are made with refpect to the price of 
the abfolute neceffaries of life. Thefe, it is faid, are fo high, 
that it raifes the price of work too much, and by fo doing, 
tends to ruin not only the Prufian manufaétures, but the mo- 
nopoly itfelf. But thefe taxes. only affect the inhabitants of 
the towns, the artifts, manufacturers, labourers, merchants, 
and all who live by the fervice of the ftate.’ | 


Our author is frequently miftaken on the fubje& of the 
Englith fyflems of finance, and other parts of the conduct of 
this nation: we live at too great a diflance ; and the baron is 
occafionally near-fighted. Of France he does not {peak fa- 
vourably. . They have facrified, he thinks, their continental 
poffeffions, in the wild fupport of American independence, and 
to their fyitem of marine fuperiority. He foretels, with great 
probability, the injurious effects they will feel, on any conti- 
nental difturbance, from thefe exertions; and the deranged 
ftate of their finances, which we have fo lately feen, adds to- 
the credit of his prophecy. We cannot enlarge on thefe fub- 
jects, for our article, from the length of the quotations, will 
become too extenfive. We -thall now add fome {pecimens of, 
the baron’s defcriptive powers. i 
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The following extrac is written from Saltfburg. 


* It was with great pleafure that I wandered over this ro- 
mantic country, and at one time ftanding on fome immenfe 
peak, I viewed under me the clouds, towered on clouds, bound- 
Jefs plains, innumerable lakes, rivers, and brooks, vallies of 
tremendous depth, and the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, 
with the fenfations which are peculiar to fuch heavenly regions. 
Sometimes I take my abode in the deep hanging brow of a 
mountain, in a fhepherdefs’s hut, who dwells the whole fum- 
mer-through with her flocks in this fubterreftrial region, and 
is vifited only by her lover, who clambers up two or three 
miles of the mountains to her, fome wild-goat hunter, or by 
chance fome firayed knight like myfelf ; there I live a day like 
an ancient patriarch on. milk and cheefe, count the flock which 
jn the evening affembles round the hut, at the found of a flute, 
and which at the moment I can think are my own, fleep apon 
a heap of hay far more tranqail than you upon your hypochon- 
driac down-bed, and then enjoy the beauties of the rifing fun, 
with a luxury and dejlight, which at operas, comedies, balls, 
and all the ufual places of entertainment, you muft look forin 
vain. Sometimes I vifit a lake, in the bofom of a high moun- 


_ tain, which charms my fight ftill more, if at break of day [ 


find it mantled over with a milt. Then with greater pleafure, 
I furvey the rifing fun drive and difperfe the mift into the 
valley, and the gilded mountain tops emerging high above it ; 
now the wind, by degrees, difcovers the lake like a mirrour, 
and the mift, like a night fpeétre, creeps through the interftices 
of the mountain into fome neighbouring cliffs) Then | make 
a little voyage in a hollowed tree, which here muft do the fer- 
vice of a fhip, and breakfaft on fome exquifite butter and honey, 
in fome neighbouring peafant’s houfe.’ 


Again, defcribing his journey down the Danube, 


* What afforded me the greateft pleafure was the winding of 
the river; fometimes we coafted along vallies encompaffed with 
hills, the flopes of which were gentle enough to admit of cul- 
tivation to the very top. The fore-ground of the beautiful 
perfpedtive exhibited either a well cultivated village, or a large 
meadow, the white of which contraited, fingularly, with the 
dark groves of the broken mountain behind.—And now the 
boat comes nearer and nearer to this place, which fhuts in the 
whole profpect, and feems to fwim upon the water ;' now we 
are only a hundred paces diftant from it, without being able to 
difcover on what fide the ftream will wind out of the vale. We 
fear to run aground on the walls of a town, or to put into the 
ftreets of a village, when at once a profpect of a quite different 
kind opens to our right; the river turns by a fharp corner out 
of the clear vale, into a natrow, wild, obfcure glen. This is 
like being carried at once out of mid-day into the darkeft night ; 
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for the perpendicular high hills and groves on each fide do not 
fuffer the day to break through. But the back ground is covered 
by a thick darknefs, which hardly allows of diftinguifhing the 
tops of the high hills from the deep blue of the fky. The fore- 
ground is filled with a dark grey, which agrees wonderfully 


with the colour and figure of the hills and woods. No noife 


breaks the ftillnefs which reigns in this folitary vale, fave the 
far-founding ftroke of a wood-cutter in a neighbouring wood, 
or the fong of fome bird. And now we are approaching the 
end of this frightful profpeét, and expect to be reftored to-day 
through fome fubterraneous paffage, but the fcenery grows 
darker and darker, and the way we are to get out appears more 
and more a riddle to us: with anxious looks we feek for an 
opening in the rocks, by which we are imprifoned on all fides ; 
when lo! as if by a ftroke of a fairy’s wand, there opens a 
chearful landfcape on the left, to the fight of which we are in- 
troduced through a narrow gulph. Our ravifhed eyes now 
wander over the beautiful hills, the various woods, the num- 
berlefs villages, the cafties and country houfes, the vineyards 
and gardens, which, during a long tract, are reflected by the 
rivers In this manner the profpect is always changing; the 
variety being fuch as leaves you more to expect in every change, 
and always gives more than it had promifed.’ 


Of German literature the author gives an unfavonrable 
account, though he draws an amiable picture of Wieland. 
Their dramatic performances in general are condemned as 
highly extravagant. His defcription of the voyage down the 
Rhine is very interefting ; and the connections between the 
different potentates of Germany, which he frequently points 
out, lead him to fome curious and engaging fpeculations about 
their future effe&ts. Of the prefent king of Pruffia he fpeaks 
favourably ; and thinks that the luftre of this new German 
monarchy will not be fullied in his hands. ‘The Praffian do- 
minions are faid to contain 3650 fquare (German) miles, and 
to be capable of fupporting eight millions. 

While we recommend this work as containing extenfive in- 
formation, we mean to fpeak of it in general ; for the author 
is too lively and rapid in his glances, to comprehend the 
whole of an object in every inftance. But we ought to add, 
that the attentive reader may derive mach inftruction from a 
man who fees and judges for himfelf, though he may be ac- 
cafionally erroneous. A work of this kind, with all its faults, 
is greatly fuperior to the numerous copies we daily receive, 
where the imitators are always apprehenfive of deviating, in 
the flightef ftroke, from their original. . 
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Encyclopadia Britannica ; or, a Didionary of Arts, Sciences, Se. 
on a Plan entirely new. Illuftrated with above two Hundred 
Copper Plates. 10 Vols. gto. 121. in Boards. Balfour, 
and Co. &c. Edinburgh ; Robinfons, London. 


TH E fociety, to which we are indebted for this Didtionary, 
have extended the bounds of fimilar publications, and 
occafionally added obfervations peculiarly their own. . Their 
plan is vaft and extenfive ; and, to fill their outline, their vo- 
lumes mutt have been very numerous. To the arts and {ciences 
which have been the objects of Englifh Encyclopexdiz, they 
have added hiftory, both ancient and modern, geography and 
biography: their original obfervations, alfo, though of un- 

equal value, are very numerous. ‘A very partial furvey of this 
extenfive field will foon fhow, that their work, though clofely 
printed, muft be imperfect, either in different parts. or differ- 
ent volumes. _In the 7th and 8th volumes we begin to find 
the authors spoacheed es ; but, in the gth and roth, they feem 
to haften eagerly towards the conclufion, and finith, in two 
volumes, fubjects which, with their former care, would have 
required five. 

In a Diétionary of Arts and Sciences, the different fubjects 
may be compared to the limbs of a vaft tree: they pervade the 
whole, are eminently confpicuous, and give both bulk and 

folidity. Each fubjeét mutt, confequently, be confidered by 
itfelf; and its various appendages neceffarily form diftinet 
articles, which chiefly require explanation, and to be referred 
either to the whole, or to thofe parts of the.fubje& moft inti- 
mately connected with them. In this Diftionary, much atten- 
tion feems to have been paid to the general articles: they are 
often accurate and finifhed differtations. If, however, we 
rife from particulars to generals, or, on the contrary, purfue 
the great branchin its numerous fubdivifions, we fhall not find 
equal care beftowed, and not always a proper confiftency. We 
began to.mark errors, in the early parts of the work, when 
we found that, in the general article, they had been correét- 
ed. Many of this kind occur in the materia medica and bo« 
tany, fome in the natural hiftory and mineralogy. Of the 
detached articles, which the authors Have properly divided ine 
to three kinds, thofe which are independent of ’ particular 
fyftems, and admit of full and complete | illuftratign as they 
ftand, are in general well executed ; in a great work, many 
occafional errors muft occur, and they ought nat xo be feverely 
marked, ‘Thofe which require fome explanation, but muf 
be fully elucidated by the general articles, are executed 
Jefs fuccefsfully. It is in this part of the work, that we often 
perceive a want of confiftency, and we think evident marks of 
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their not being furnifhed, by the fame hand.. The third kind 
are thofe which entirely belong to fyftems, and of courfe 
partake of their merit, which, as we have obferved, is often 
confiderable. 

In the early volumes, much fpace is employed very ufe- 
_ Tefsly in the fir kind of articles. ‘The’article of Abortion is 
enlarged,. by Pfalmanazar’s accounts of Formofa, which they 
own to be fictitious, The article of Abridgément fhould be 
itfelf greatly abridged : ‘the explanation of the relation be- 
tween, maiter and fervant is in @ great degree ufelefs ; and we 
might have heen {pared the explanation of acidity, whete we 
are only told that it is the quality which render’ bodies acid. 
The explanations of thefe detached. articles are not always 
correct : Abrafion, in medicine, is faid to Bethe corrodin 
any part by acrid humours and mieflicines. ‘Abrafon: is’ un- 
doubtedly “ rabbing off’, ‘and applied, in medicine, to cor- 
rofion only from fimilarity of effeft. We know fot that we 
fhould mention as.an ertor, the explanation of Abforbents, or 
Teftaceous Powders, for drying wp any acrid or ‘Feduhdant hu= 
mours in the fomach, We fuafpeét that acid is intended | in- 
ftead of acrid ;- for putrid faburre an@ bilious collefions are 
acrid; and we prefume that teftaceous powders aré ‘tot the. 
beft adapted to correct them. _Thefe examples of redundan- 
Cies are taken, as it is ealy to obferve, from the firft volumes ; 
the authors fon find that they ‘mutt prefer what {8 Ufeful' to aw 
oftentation of atcuracy, or to the ambition of being com- 

plete. 
The general articles are commonly. acconipanied by ‘the 
hiftory of the art which is tréated “of : “it is, in general,” full, 
and fometimes. out of proportion” ‘either to’ the bulk of the 
work,.or to the importance of the art; but thele” hiftories ‘are 
often ufeful and inftru@tive. Weé hall exainide” die ‘df the 
general. articles, as a fpecimen, and fhall fele& that on the 
Materia Medica, fince it is a fubject’ on which we have no 
goed fyitem. 
_ After a proper definition and explanation of the terms, oud 
authors mention the mode of clafling; but théir wo 
commences with two remarkable, mifreprefentations, 
we are unable to explain. According to thefe divitionté:: wigs 
the effects, they fay, Mr. Vogel claffes the articles of his ma- 
teria medica, but Dr. Lewis chufes to arrange’them after the 
natural qualities of the fubftances themfelves.’ In reality Mr. 
Vogel divides the vegetable fyftem very arbitrarily, into the 
parts of the vegetable employed, and according: as they aré 
much or little ufed, or as obfolete. Dr. Lewis, after an it 
ak 7 attempt to arrange bodies from their natural quali- 
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ties, actually purfues an alphabetical order. The whole in- 
troduétion of Dr. Lewis which relates to this mode of claffing 
is tranfcribed ; but this we do not obje& to, for, though im- 
perfect, it is very valuable... After thefe remarks follows a 
catalogue of the fimples ufed in the materia medica, exhibite. 
ing, at one view, their technical. names, Englith names, parts 
ufed-in medicine, virtues, and the different preparations from 
them. This is an ufeful and extenfive table, compofed ‘with. 
great labour, and, in general, with much accuracy.” The 
Linnzan names are fubjoined, where they differ from the of- 
ficinal ones, though, fometimes, particularly under the different 
balfams and gums, they are omitted, notwithftanding the 
genera are afcertained with fufficient accuracy. The Faba 
Sancti Ignatii is not accompanied by the name of the ve; étable 
from which itis produced, though defcribed by the younger 


-Linnzus under the name of Ignatia Amara: there is fome 


reafon to fafpe&, that the Columbo root is taken from the 
fame plant, Perhaps thefe, and fomé omiffions in Mineralo- 
gy, may be owing to the early date of the firft volumes of this 
work, After tho‘e medjcines, which are taken from the Phar- 
macopcia Roflica, they obferve, that no virtues are added, be- 
caufe none are annexed in the Difpenfatory; but they might 
have found. the virtues of many of thefe medicines detailed in 
ther volumes, OF the omiffions we need not fpeak, becaufe 
they are not very important; yet, on the whole, they are pretty 
numeréus. The Terra Orleana might indeéd be properly o- 
‘mitted, becaufe little ufed; but it has been included ib ca+ 
talogues of the materia medica, and this fhould have been 
mentioned in its proper. place.. We now notice it chiefly to 
remark, that it is referred to the Mitella, while Linnzus are 
ranges it under the genus Bixa. We know of no authority for 
this alterations We may point out a little inconfiftency in 
this catalogue ; fixed air, for inftance, is only ftyled antifeptic ; 
yeaft is faid to be inflamotatory, though only fixed air in a 
Gon beeen This arifes from a want of a proper diftinc- 

on between the effects on living and dead matter; ona 

ealthy or a morbid part. We were fomewhat furprifed at 
not finding the Curfuta, a kind of gentian, introduced by Dr, 
Home, in a diGtionary from Scotland, Asa fpecimen of our. 
authors’ original obfervations, we hall feleét fonte of their 
yemarks on the caufe of the Deluge. 


* If we confider the quantity of water‘ requifite for the pur 
pole of the deluge, it. will not appear fo very extraordinary as 
as been commonly reprefented. The height of the peel 
hills is not thought to exceed three miles. It will therefore be 


deemed a fufficient allowance, When we fuppofe the waters of 
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Encyclopedia Britannicae .. 
Rix es ny exfoy who will wy by, experiment how much water a 
OF ‘edith! contains, ahd from thiat experiment” 
ate make’ calculations with regard to the,whole quantity of‘ 
water contained in the bowels of the earth, muft-be dbundant- - 
- hewea bes that though ta water” of the deluge’ had: been 
derived,” the: ae on of the general ftore would, , 
ave' been next to nothi 
compa fear rations tender it’ pbb leaft, that ° 
there bey pe ape Scan of ‘water fufficient’ to’ deluge the 
world ,o provided it was'applied tojshe purpofe. We muft next 
 cénilerwhether there'is'any natural agent powerful enough to 
effedurite this® parpofe. ‘We'thall take-the.phrafes. ufed by 
Moies‘in' their: molt’ ovious fepfe. ° The breaking up of’ the 
fountains of the deep we may'régfonably fuppofe to have: Been | 
tHe’ ‘Of alk the } afadeeiphetite {riall Or great, through. % 
bs ia Phe-fibterraneoud Waters poltibly could difcharge them- ” ' 
felves in’ thiefurface oF the earth. “The-opening of the win- 
is ‘OF Heaven ‘We m2yalfo fappofe to be” se pouring out the. 
edneailied tn’ ae ‘atindlp tre, ‘throug th’ thofe invifible ’ 
paifages by which it‘enters in Fuck a manner 9 totally to eludé~ 
neo ar “ah fenfes; as whied-water is abforbed by the air in , 
e-BOtR thefe wete faid to have been opened at’: 
i ne’ ‘teenie’ fromy thence’ y obable,' thar one P adrhral? 
en ployed to'do- both’ ‘it is certain, that the | 
. j 2. rt Ero ershath ‘difcovered’ an agent un- 
Dv se git a: ; Mid Whofe inftuente is “fo great; * 
Ze tits World ‘ie‘tiray be {aid to’ have’a kind of ' 
















\ -enttitpotence. “The' Soh we mean 18 Cleétricity, © Tt istcertain, ° 


(Mat, by siehas of it; enfe quantities of water can be raif- 

o-agreat height in tle dir. “This is proved by the phano- 
e ‘water-{pouts. Mr, Forfter rélates, that he hap ened 
to fee’ One ‘break ‘very near iim, and obferved a flath of Py, ight.” 
iprécéed from it at the moment of its breaking. The con- 


| Bes Lacerta is Obviods,’ (When the ele¢tric matter was dif- 


-chatged frofr'the water, it could ‘tio longer be fupported by the 
atmofphere, but pene 6 fell down. Though water-fpouts 
do not appear-in this coun t every one: ‘moft have made . 
‘ORer’s. ° In'a° violent ftorm of 
th of lightning, or difcharge of ; 
elettritity from the clouds, th ‘fie Poprs down with increafed ( | 
violence ; ‘thus thewing, that thé cloud, having parted with fo . 
much: of its” ey: cannot Tonger be fupported in the form 
. of vapour, but muft defcetid-in rain. , Ft is not indeed yet difco- 
- -vered that cledricity is the chufe of the faf nfion of water in 
the atinofphere 5 but itis ceriain that evaporation is promoted © 
fegna cs ing ‘the fluid to bé ‘vaporated. It may therefore be 
a poffibility, that the electric fluid: contained in the 
air if the agent by w! ich “it is enabled. to fufpend the water 
which rifes “Wapoar. “If therefore the airis'deprived of the 
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Excyclopadia Britannica PE REE ge 
Que proportion of this fluid, it is evident that-rain. maf-falvia 
‘ prodigious quantities. Ak :  badhannrx 
©’ & Again we are affured, from the ‘moft undeniable obfery- 
ations, that eleétricity is able to’fwell up water on the furface 
of the earth. ‘This we-can make it do even in out trifling ex- 
periments ; and much ‘more ‘the whole: force of ‘the fluid be 
fuppofed capable of doing it, if applied to the waters‘ of the 
ocean, or any. others, The agitationiof the fea in earthquakes 
is a fufficient proof of this. Itis certain, thatcat thefe times 
there isa.difcharge of a vat, quantity of eleGric: matter: from 
’ theearth into the air; and as. foon.as this) happens, :all obe- 
comes quiet on the furface of the earth. se OL. bos 
‘ From a multitude of obfervations, it alfo appears; that 
there is, at all times, a paffage of electric matter from the at 
mofphere into theearth, and vice verfa from the earth into the 
atmofphere. There is, therefore, no abfurdity in fuppofing the 
Deity to have influenced the a&ion of the natural powers in fuch 
a manner that for 40 days aad’ nights the ele€tric' mratter ton- 
_tained in the atmofphere theuld deicend into the bowels of “the 
earth ;—if indeed there.is occafion for fuppofing any fach ini- 
mediate influence at all, fince it is not impoilible that there 
might have been, from fome natural caufe, a defcent ef this 
matter from the atmofphere for that time. Bat by, whatever 
caufe the defcent was octafioned, the confequence would. be, 
the breaking up of the fountains of the deep,, and the opening 
the windows of heaven. The waters contained in the atmg- 
{phere being left without fupport, would defcend in impetuous 
gains ; while the waters from the ocean, ‘thofe from which 
fountains originate; and thofe contained in the felid éarth it- 
felf, would rife from the very centre, atid méet ‘thé waters 
avhich dedcended from above, Thus the: breaking ‘up of' the 
fountains of the deep, and the opening the windows of heaveti, 
would accompany each other, as Mofes tells us they actually 
did ; for, according to him, both happened.on the fame-day.’. 
In the references from particular articles to the general ones, 
and from thefe, to collateral fubjedts; the authors have cofie 
duéted themfelves with great propriety. We feldom-fee-any 
omiffion ; and the reader is. not carried to different volumes 
without reafon. To the articles in Optics and Medicine, .in- 
ftead of references, indexes are added. This inconvenience 
the authors acknowlege and apologize for, by obfervirig, that 
the variety-of communications received after*the plan was be- 
gun, which occafioned fome alteration, rendered this addition 
neceflary, fince the references originally placed on the mar 
were no longer proper. We can eafily excufe an inconvenience, 
which, on the whole, is conneéted with fome advantages ;, for 
thefe two articles are finifhed with great accuracy-and atterr- 
tion. . The whole of the fcientific part is illuftrated by very 
; ¢ 3 Du- 
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*Shumerous plates : of their execation », WE, fay little that. is. 
r otters They do“ hot ‘excel Mr. A. Bell’s other fw 
t that, upiead of bis indifcriminate blacknefs, thefe plates 


- yereg 


re‘uhcommonly BA ale, and have the appearance of Peis much 
Ww 


“worn. “‘Thofe. which illuftrate, Manufactures, from the want 
“ofa ‘proper gelief, are often.of Jitthe fervice ; and this defett 

is more. .to be regretted, fince fome of theoarticles in this\de- 
. partment furnish much inftyuétion, We were greatly informed 
aby that which related to Blak: A 

In the "Geographical. part, we fotnd great inconveniences 
fromathe want of° propér ‘maps 3. of an appendage fo neceffary, 
and fo ealily procured, we cannot excufe, or account for, the 
“omiffion. Th general, however, the geographical articles are 
executed with more afte and*inattention. than the general 
“conduét of the work will allows... 

The Ancient and Modern, Hiftory is. apebaed under the 
‘names. of the different. kingdoms. The hiftorical relations 
are. fhort,. comprehenfive, and accurate; but they are ra- 
ther of fervice to affift. the memory of a perfon properly in- 
ofrugted, ‘thanto furnifh that inftruétion. ~In ‘the latter vo- 


Jumes wegreatly regretted the fpace taken up by thefe details, . 


sand fome of the ufelefs articles. already hinted at; for it is 
impoffible to'relate the events of hiflory to any advantage i in 
‘a: work of ‘this kind. The Biography, though fhort, is fuf- 
“fiietly inftruaive. 
Ina fyftem fo vaft and extenfive,, ‘comprehending fo many 

‘various fubjedts, it was not-eafy to be particular, without ex- 
ceeding. thofe limits which we are able to allow: from our ex- 
-AMINZUON | of this: work, we find much to approve; and, if 
it thowld.be fo far encouraged as’ to enable the authors to pub- 
Jith. another edition, they will have an opportunity of arrang- 
ing their fubjeéts better, and of appropriating the {pate allotted 
40 -eath article, in a jufter proportion to its impcrtance. On 
a careful andaccarate review*they will fnd’ much to curtail, 
and<probably more to addi; yet what we have now received 
demands. po sihchnfidéeabie commendations, 
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iese of t the Medical Seciety of Loudon. Inflituted i in the Year 
42R3 +e. Moh. I. Bu0.. 6s. iv Boards. Dilly, 


PrOureen years are faid to' have elapfed fince the inftitation 

of the ‘Medical. Society of London, and we now only 
receive the: firfl volume of their Menioirs*. But it is not 
‘am probable that the defign of publication may have been pof- 
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terior to the inftitution; and we fhould not blame a delay, 
without being affured of its exiftence. From the date of the 
articles, however, it is evident, that this infant Hercules has 
not been conceived with the ufual celerity ; yet, if its force 
and ftrength be in proportion to the time employed, we ought 
not to complain. After a pretty attentive examination of this 


colle&tion, we cannot praife it very highly ; but its particular 


merits, and the plan in which it differs from other works of 4 
fimilar kind, will be beft afcertained by an analyfis of the 
feveral articles. | 

The firit article relates to the charafter of Afculapius.” Ite 
author feems to be intimately acquainted with claffic literature, 
and no inconfiderable adept in a fcience with which a man 


of a brilliant. fancy ought not to be entrufted. His obje& is. 
_to fhow, that the pagan divinities were in general men, who, 


by their inventions, were great benefactors to their fellow- 
creatures; while the fupreme divinity was divided into many 
imaginary perfonages, according to the different exertions of 
his providence ; fometimes from the fpirit of polytheifm, 
which is natural to mankind ; fometimes from the miftakes of 
the Grecians, who brought their divinities from Egypt, or 
more probably from the eaftern nations. Afcelapius was either 
the fupreme being, under this diftinguifhing attribute, or one 
general benefa&tor, to whom pofterity attributed every bene- 
ficial art. This effay greatly refembles Mr. Bryant’s work ; 
it difplays his ingenuity and learning, and occafionally a 
fancy, not very diflimilar from that which we meet with in his 
Analyfis. 

Art. II. A Cafe of a Gangrene, after Caflration, fuceefs- 
fully treated, by giving Alkalis and Acids feparately. By 
Edward Luttrell, Surgeon at Tunbridge; communicated by 
Nathaniel Hulme, M.D. F. M.S.—The fixed air probably 
had fome. effet ; but the patient took, befides, twenty-four 
grains of the. powder of bark, and near an ounce and half 
of the decogtion, every three hours. The bark had failed 
before; but we are not informed of its dofe at-that time. I¢ 
was then continued five or fix days, and the patient’s ftrength 
feemed to fink: when joined with the fixed air it was mor¢ 
fuccefsful. bia 

Art. HI, Obfervations upon the Caufe and Cure of the 
Tetanus: in a Letter from Benjamin Ruth, M. D. Profeffog 
of Chemiftry in the Uuniverfity of Philadelphia, and Correé 
ponding Member of the Medical Society of London, to J. C, 
Lettfom, M, D. Fellow of the Royal-Antiquary and Medical 
Societies of London,—As opiam had fo often failed, and,’ as 
the author confidered tetanus to be a difeafe of warm climates, 
and consequently depending on relaxation, he tried bask, vm 
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dnd oleum “faccini, with great fuccefs. It was remarkable 
that, among the French troops who ferved at the fiege of 
York Town, thofe only who came from the Weft Indies with 
the count de Graffe, fuffered from tetanus; thofe who had 
wintered in Rhode Ifland were never affected with it. Dr. Ruth 
thinks it not only ncceflary to renrové relaxation, but even to 
produce fome’ inflammatory diathefis: mercury probably aéts 
jn this way. In thofe affected, the wound never fuppurates ; 
and, if it-can be brought to fuppuration by ftimulants that 
increafe. the phlogiftic habit, the patient generally efcapes: 
Opium, our, anthor fuppofes, in large dofes, may produce 
this effe&t: the jaw-fall, in infants (trifmus infantum), is oc- 
cafioned by the itimulus of the meconium, and prevented by 
the early difcharge of it. Horfes who are afietted with fpafms, 
in confequence of a wound from a nail in the foot, are re- 
lieved by a cauftic, oil of amber, and cold bathing. 
- Art IV. Cafes of Palpitation of the Heart, attended with 
peculiar Symptoms. By J. C. Lettfom, M. D.—In the firft 
tafe the heart was greatly enlarged, particularly the right 
yentricle, feemingly from a difeafe of the right lobe of the 
lungs, by which it was almoft impervious to the blood. In 
the fecond cafe, there was a dropfy of the cheft and pericar- 
dium, with a great load of blood in the heart, apparently 
from a tumor which preffed on the arch of the aorta. This 
tumor alfo: preffed on the trachea, and eccafioned cough and 
confumptive fymptoms. In both cafes there was a writhing, 
and ferpentine motion of ‘the body, which the author thinks 
conftantly attends obftructions in the blocd-veffels of the heart 
and larger veffels, and may be an effort to cairy on the cir- 
culation. They are not obferved in angina pe&oris; nor is 
the fenfe of fuffocation in the latter: complaint common in 
thefe obffru€tions. 
~ Art. V. Obfervations on Deafnefs, from Affeftions of the 
Euftachian Tube. By James Sims, M.D. Prefident of the 
Medical Society of London.—Dr. Sims thinks the Euftachian 
tube of fervice in conveying the found of*our own voice to the 
ear. Obftructions of this tube occafion deafnefs; and he points 
out the cafes of deafnefs which probably arife from this caufe, 
The, mode of removing it is fimple, viz. to make a ftrong ex- 
iration, with the mouth and noftril§ fhut, when every perfon, 
not deaf, will fee] an impulfe on the’ internal furface of the 
tympanum. ° The diftinétion of the cafes in which deafnefs is 
produced by this kind of obftruétion, ‘and the means of vary- 
ing the mode of expiration to’relieve it, muft be learned from 


the paper. Mr, Wathen, in the forty-ninth volume of the 
'Philofophical Tranfations, mentions an Qahaeer to be in- 
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troduced through the nofe, - by which ‘liquors may be injetted 
into the tube. It was noticed ‘in the firft volume of our Jours 


nal; but we find that Mr. Wathen’ is: now lefs fanguine of - 


faccefs i in this precarious operation. 

Art. VI. Cafe of a Retention of Urine tom external. Vio- 
lence, cured by punéuring the Bladder through the Ream. 
By Mr. William Norris, F.M.S.—The operation fucceeded 


very well, though a little water continues to come through | 


the wound in the rectum, on any effort to make it. The effe& 
of the blow feems to have been to wound the urethra; and 
the urine paffed into the cellular membrane, and by its bulk, 
probably prevented the introduction of the catheter. 

Art. VII. Some Remarks on the Effects of Lignum Quaffia 
Amare. By J. C. Lettfom, M. D.—Since the firft public re- 
commendation of the quaffia amara, in 1763, it has been 
little noticed in this country. Its virtues were undoubtedly 
exaggerated, and the experience of many years will be requi- 
fite to afcertain its real value. Dr. Lettfom defcribes the plant 
in the words of Dr. Blom, from the Ameenitates Acadeniicz; 
and derives the name from Quafli Negroes, though the remedy 
was known in the year 1714, in Surinam, and called coifi 
wood. Our author adds nothing to what has been repeatedly 


told us by the German and French phyficians, either concerns | 


ing its virtues, or the method of preparing it. Even ‘the 
addition of the vitriolum album, which may appear fomewhat 
ftrange, will, in effect, be found in the Gazette Salataire; 
where the flowers of zinc are employed. Much: information 
which they might have furnithed is omitted. [tis certainly a4 
tonic gently laxative; it deftroys the acidity of vegetable; 
though not of mineral acids ; and, as Schleger tells us, is res 
markable for weakening the effects of inebriating liquors, and 
diminifhing the pungent odour of volatile fpirits. Dr. Lettfom 
has enlarged on its effects in thofe weakneffes of the ftomach 
from hard drinking; in which it appears very efficacious; and 
we may add, that it has failed in intermittents and low fevers, 
in many other hands befides his own. The figure which Dr, 
Lettfom has given is very erroneous. It is taken from the 
Ameenitates Academice ; but the branch and leaves belong to 
another plant (vide Lied: Fil. Supplem. 235). The only cot- 
re&t figure of the quaffia. amara is-in the Journal de Phy- 
fique. Our author gives it in infufion; bat its tafte is bef 
eovered by the Spanifh white wines. The true medicine: is 
the root, or rather the bark of the root; what we have feen’ 
has been the fmaller branches, or the wood of ‘the tree, 

Art. VIII. Cafes of Hydrocephalus Internus. By Jofeph 
Hooper, ‘Surgeon, F, M, Si—In the’ firft- inftance the pupils 
were 
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were’ not \dilated ; in the fecond, the fubftance of. the braig 
was almoftientirely deftroyed by the preflure. 


Art. IX. Obfervations on fome Cafes of Hydrocephalus 


Internus. By. J. C. Lettfom, M.D.—IJn thefe. infances, 
blifiers and calomel feem of great fervice. In the fecond, 
there. were periodical acceffions of fever ; the fenfes. were per- 
fect, and there was no ftrabifmus; but there were two very 
frong fymptoms, which, together, are pathognomic, viz. ob- 
fiinate coftivenefs, and a dilatation of the pupils. 

Art. X.- Some Account of an unufual Exfoliation of the 
Cranium. In a Letter to J. C. Lettfom, M.D. from Sir 
Thomas Geary Gallum, Bart. St. Edmundfbury.—In this in- 


-Rance‘almoft the whole cranium exfoliated, in confequence of 


the child’shead falling dn the fre.. ‘The 'fcalp.was almot 
healed ; but at the date of the paper little. offification had 
taken place. 

Art. XE. Cafe oh a fingular Enlargement of the Heart. 
By Thomas Ogle, Surgeon.—The heart was much enlarged 
in confequence of a fall; and the chylopoetic vifcera were 
much difeafed. 

Art. XII... A fatal Cafe of a morbid Enlargement of the 
Proftate Gland, with a fingular Appearance in the Bladder, 
&c. Ina Letter to J.C. Lettfom, M. D. by Anthony Fo- 
shergill, M.D..F.R.S. and C.M.S.—The fuppreflion of 
urine was gbftinate and fatal, in confequence of the enlarge- 
ment of the proftate ; and the bladder was found to be divided 
by a membranous divifion, in which there was a foramen for 
the utine to pafs from one part to the other. There is much 
reafon to fufpe& that this was an original conformation. 

Art.. XU. An extraordinary Cafe of Delivery. By James 
Shaw, Surgeon, F..M.S,—In this Cafe there was a prolapfus 
teri, nearly, we fuppofe, at the full period of geftation. But, 
though the pains were violent, the head did not come forward, 
in. confequence of the perinzum forming a firiCture round the 
child’s neck, which prevented both the birth and the reduc. 
tion of the tumor. By the author’s fleadinefs and addrefs the 
caufe was removed, and both the-mother and child preferved. 

Ast) XIV. (An Account of two Perfons having a Bron- 


chocele, wherein the Use of burnt Sponge appeared to have” 


a very confiderable Effet... By Timothy Lane, F.R.S.—A 
lozenge of: burnt Sponge is to be put under the tongue each 
Bight >) iwe-agree:in the modeft obfervation of the author, that 
it emed to be of fervice. 

Art. XY. Cafe of Rhenmatifm, cured by EleGricity. By 
Robert Sherfon, .F..M, 8,+-This article is not greatly an fa- 
vous of the: phyficians: confulicd, of their, practice. If eet 
ee y 
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lady had. any very material diforder, it ayas siaiiiated by elec- 


tricity. The complaint was, however, neither rheumatim, 


gout, or a‘ latent cancerated humour.’ 


Art. XVI. A Cafe of the Stone, in the Urinary Bladder, 
fuccefsfully treated ; by giving Water impregnated with fixed 
Air, by Means of Salt of | Tartar, and weak’Spiritof Vitriol. 
By Mr. John Harrifon.—This is a fair inftance, if ‘truly re- 


‘ Jated, of which we can entertain no doubt, of a real folation 


of acaleulus, The fubjeét of the trial was lucky enough to 
find relief from a medicine, which has ufually appeared very 
inert, and in general inefficacious. 

Art. XVII. A Cafe of Hydrops Ovarii and Atcites. By 
William. French, Surgeon, and F. M.S.—The Cafe.is a.com- 
mon one, but a fa& related in it is remarkable. By the pref- 
fure of the water, the fituation of the ftomach was changed, 
and the pylorus was on the loweft fide. The confequence Was 
a voracious appetite, from the food efeaping without bei 
digefted. 

Art. XVII. A Cafe of Angina Peétoris. By Jofeph 
Hooper, Surgeon.—In this inftance, the true fymptoms of 
angina pectoris feemed to arife from a preffure on the heart, 
in confequence of an effufion of blood into’ the pericardium, 
There is reafon to think, that the accumulation gradually in 
creafed from the beginnimg, and was in fac&t nothing but an 
effect of the difeafe, 

Art. XIX. Cafes of Hydrophobia, with Reflections on the 
Prevention and Treatment of Perfons bitten by mad and. hy- 
drophobic Animals. By James Johnftone, M. D.—The cafes 
are not very particular. In the reflections, the author enlarges 
much on the neceffity of cutting out the part, or deftroying i it 
by a cauftic, and keeping up a free difcharge from it. He 
advifes alfo mercury; but, from. many concurring circume 
ftances, we are certain that this method has failed, by not 
jncreafing the tendency to falivation in a fafficient degree, 


The quantity of mercury accumulated in the body, fhonld 


not be fo much as to debilitate, but fufficient to admit of, g 
complete falivation being brought on in a few hours if it be 
required. Much information in this article is drawn from 
Supplement to the French Memoirs of Medicine, lately quoted. - 
Art. XX. -General Remarks and Cautions refpecting fome 
Cafes in Surgery. . By Jonathan Wathen, Efg. Surgeon.—. 
In this fenfible paper, Mr. Wathen fuggefts the neceflity of 4 
furgeon’s attending minutely even to the flighteft cafes, if ig 
be only to_guard his credit by a proper aiieatilt The, cau- 


tions are illuftrated by well-chofen inftances,. We fhall felec . 
‘The 


PN paflage « of fome confequence, 
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©The conftricted eefophagus; a diforder which of fate years 


« occurs, } believe, more frequently than formerly, is one of this 


clafs. It is abfolutely incurable, except in an-early fate, abd 


before. an ulcer commences ; or, in other -words, whilft the 
conwaction of the tube is yet fimple, with no other thicknefs 


or folidity, than what arifes from its texture being comprifed 


in a, lefs {pace than before. I have been confulted in at leaf 


forty cafes of this kind within the laft twenty years, and what- 


“ever be the caufe, whether the fwallowing hot, fcalding,. or 


fpirituous liquors, from accident or habit, which I think not 
Iniprobable, its feat is nine times out of ten in that part of the 
canal where it adheres the back of the thyroid cartilage. In 
this ftage ‘the daily introduétion of the bougie, the fize of 
which fhould be gradually increafed, and frequently fwallow- 
ing pills, ‘andeat Jaft bolufes, of butter and boiled a will by 
degrees dilate the tube in chat part. I lately cured a cafe in 
this tage of the difeafe, in which Mr. Elfe was concerned with 


ame. There are fome now living, who have been well feveral 
“years, from the fame mode of treatment. I have examined 


feveral, who died.inconfequence of this.fimple flate of the dif- 


‘order without the leaft ulceration, the tube being fo entirely 


‘tlofed as not to admit the fmalleft probe ; but when the part 
ulcerates, its cylindrical form its perverted, ‘and facculi ate 
formed, &c. death muft inevitably follow.’ 

We with that the 2uthor, in a particular article, would tute 


‘the attention of praétitioners to ulcers of the larynx, which 


he has here mentioned. _We have often feen them, and found 
them untraétable ; more fo perhaps, becaufe joined with inflam- 
mation of the bronchial glands, ‘and treated as confumptive. 
Art. XXI. A Cafe of a Head-ach, attended with un- 
common Symptoms. By Thomas Henry, F..R.S.— Con- 
fumptive complaints, alternatin® ‘with rheumatic pains, or 
uticalar eruptions, are not uncommon: the metattafis to the 


—hedd; in this‘inftance, is curious. 


29SArt. KKH. Cafe of Angina Petoris. By Edward John- 
ftone,’/ M.D.—Thefe fymptoms, though not unlike thofe of 
the real angina pectoris, feem to have arifen from water in 
the cheft. 

Art. XXHI. Of the Efficacy Of the Hyofcyamus, or Hen- 
bane, in certain Cafes of Infanity. By A. Fothergii], M. D. 
FR! S.—The medicine feemed to be of great fervice in the 
fifft of thefe cafes;-viz. of melancholia; but the’ author muit 
be aware, “that “puerperal manias are feldom ‘obftinate. ©The 


extrad ‘which “he wled was “prepared” by infpifating the juice 


in the fan. ~ 
Arts XXIVE “The Cafe of a Barn, and another’ of Stones 


in the Kidnies. By’Stephen Lowdell, Surgeon, and F.M,S.— 


The eficacy of the cold A pplications confifted in repeating thes 
as 
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as .oftenas.they became.warmi;, ‘and the utility of thismettiod 
is now well known,. »The.ftones ia the kidneys’ were.confned: 
to thofe organs, though the:fymptoms were thols of. tones i in. 
the bladder, i 

Art. XXVz. Cafe of a young Lady wks fwallowed a Knife,» 
unattended with any difagreeable Confequences.. By William 
Wheeler: — A {mall lalped. knife, little more than two sachiet 
lon : 
ie XXVI, Cafe of a Spalmodic AffeQion of the Eyés. eas 
tracted from a Letter to J.C . Lettfom, M. D.. By, Benjamin 
Say, Praétitioner of Medicine in Philadelphia.—An uncom- 
mon fpafm of, both eyes, from an increafed’ ferifibility of the 
left. It was cured by rubbing, with Kase laudanum, or ta~ _ 
ther by: friétion alone. . * 

Art. XXVU.. Of a Difeafe Gacceeding, the sranfplansing. of 
Teeth. By.J.,C. Lettfom, M.D.-—Dr. Lettformand:his:cors 
egaminers think the difeafe, venereal ; but of this we confefs 
many doubts remain and at lea@-it muft-be owned, that'we 
have not. facts. enough yet.to decide. Mercury. fo'certainly 
cures them, that we think it fhould not be neglected ; mes 4 
where mercury cannot.be taken, large dofes of opium and the 
Lifbon diet drink may fucceed. |. 

Ast. XXVIII. » Remarkable Effects of Cantharides i in that 
Iyfic A fiections<; By-J. Vanghan, M.D.—We-have-formerly , 

ken of the utility of cantharides.in, paralytic affections of the | 
‘ adder ;, but, wliat is more. remarkable, i in this article, | is the 
great dofe which our author. gives of volatile falt, viz, two 
{cruples ; and he tells ‘us that he has given ‘half an ounce iny 
half’ a pint of water gruel. “An inftance of \true fea-feurvy, 


-— 


which occurred i in an inland county, is added; but itdid nos” 


ptoceed from the volatile falt. 
Art. XXIX. Of an Injury in the Hand faccefsfully Rate 7 
By-‘T'tomas- Pole, Surgeon.—A bodkin broke in the hand,. 
and part.of. it remained there, unfufpected by many furgeons, 
who hiad treated the fore. Mr. Pole removed it. 13 
Art. XXX. .Cafe.,of..a:.Biliary Calculus.. By J. C. Lett- 
fom, M, 2. 77 The, biliary, calculus was fuppofed to be goat, 


and removed by the combination of opiates and laxatives. 


_Art. XXXI. Cafe of Angina Peétoris, from an-unexpeed - 


Difeafe in the Heart. By James Johnitone, M, D.—Every 
. cafe feems to evince pretty clearly, that the train of fymptoms, 
denominated angina pectoris, are nervous; and, from diffece 
tion, we perceive only the effeéts. In this inftance the effect, 
which the author is inclined to think the caufe, was a putrid 
diffolved ftate of the heart. It was ‘probably the caufe of the. 
patiens’s fudden death, 

Art, XXXII, 








































ce + Seri@urts on Female Education. 
-ArteKKXID OF the Searlatitia Anginofa, a3 it appeared, 


38 London in’ the Year 1786.' By James Sims, M. D:— This 


article: contains’ what appears to. be a‘ correct account of the 


epidemic, but it is incapable of abridgment. The fever was’ 


evidently of the putrid kitid's-and'the vitriolic-acid was found 
to be of ‘very great fervicé°in it. Laxatives were highly ufe- 
fal s.the Peravian: bark but fightly fo. - The colleétton of 
epidemics, though fhort, contains fome curious and inftruttive 
fatis. Hiftories of this Kidd is an ufefal patt of colleétions 


like the prefént > what we once recomifitrided we cannot but’ 


a vey 

pre XXXII. -Hiftory of a Gangrene of the Stadtiiasi By 
Leverett. Hubbard, M. D.—/This is‘improperly entitled: the 
putrid tendency was general; and the parts méntioned were 
only the firft'in order that were affe€ted.. ‘The cafe contains 
nothing remarkable; for the tredtmeiit-was not uncommon. 


- Art. XKKIV. A Sarge Exfoliation of the Tibia removed, © 


By Thomas Whately, Surgeéa:—The exfoliation was indeed 


confiderable ; and the cafe fhows What nature can effect, when 


impediments are removed. 

Art.XXXV. Memoirs of Jacques Barbeu Dubourg, Pro- 
feflor of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. -By J. C. Lett- 
fom, M. D. &e.—Articles of this ‘kind Fur valuable 4 im- 
provement of collections of memoits. Dr. Dabourg was a 
tranflator of Franklin’s works, ‘the firft ally of “America‘in 
France, and a zealous well-wither té the fea oF quakers, His 
other ‘merits, at -leaft fo far/as we can judge from his works, 
were not confiderable. 


Another ufeful part of this 4inftitution, is the annual diftri-- 
bation of a gold medal,. callé@in honour of Dr. Poshbegit, 7 


the F othergillian medal. 


*¢ The following quefticn’ is. propofed as the fubject for, the 
prize medal for the year 1788: 


© How'is the human body in health, and in a difeafed ftate, 
affected by different kinds of'air?” . ° 


-* And forthe year 1789, thé followifig queftion is propofed : 


.“* What circumftances accelerate, retard, or prevent the pe 
grefs of inffection,”’ , 


*. 
wa 
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Siridtures on Female Education. 8vo. 38. in Reais. Cadell. 


W 7 E have fo often profeffed ourfelves advocates for the fair 

fex, that we mult feel peculiar pleafure at feeing: their 
caufe defended by an able advocate, whofe learning and elos 
qpence are employed to cham; thems from the toils of the 


Ayreny | 
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Sr¥i@RP es on Female Edatation. 4 
fren, Fafhion, and'to free them from ¢he bonds in which the’ 
lordly dignity of our fex has hitherto attempted to confine. 
them.. Yet eur author means not te inyeft them with the.robe. 
of {cience, to place them in the profeflorial chair, or fill theie. 
minds with the jargon of pedantry... He aims at making them: 
good houfe-wifes and pleafing: companions’; fo. unite the ules 
ful and: the agreeable, {6 as to-adapt: them: for their déefferenr 
occupations’: Thefe eflays aré probably the avant couriers of 
a future’ worlt; and they fhow that’ thé author -is wellPquali-: 
Sed‘ for the offéé‘of'an inftruator.: eke 

‘Te firft effay contains a flight furvey of thé rféatinént of” 
women in thé different ages and natiéns of the wétld, with aw 
ehquiry info the caufes which-have contributed to render. them 
lefs attentive to their mental improvement. ‘The author con~ 
cifely‘exaiiines the’ dtiention paid to the cultivation of fe. 


male‘talents, in different countries’ aid at different'efas. “He” - 


follows thé fair oles, id their débafin? occupations, add‘in’ 
their exaltation, during the aged Of chivalry ; and, in’ both fitu-' 
ations, finds tat little cultivation was beftowed on theif mind's! 
Bis tervarks OH the femalé Nteraturt ‘of! Enpland ‘dnd’ Brakes, | 
With its probable’ Zdvantages, “we fall fele&.- *° “LOS 
£ Ig may be faid, that England jaftty boafts many literary’ 
women. . Trué. But who can fay.that they are not fo man 
prod] gits in their fpécies, or that general rulés adtiit not o 
exceptions’? There’ are “dnéommon ‘nietedrs' in’ thé planétary* 
world.’ There: are excéntride bodied it: the heavens, which: 
challenge our anvazement. Therécate'femates, enriched with 
an ztherial fpirit; which mounts up :to:its kindred fkies, .: b 
with not to deny the fame of a Gtahamy the knowledge of .@ 
Carter, or; to, pluck one. fingle, well-earned laurel. from the, 
temples. of a Seward. But prodigics of female genius do not, 
ie Ad at all, the general ftate of female talénts, or the ordinary 
evel of female underftanding.” I would afk, at the fame time, 
Whethe?, for one of thefé, cultivated few, We have not thou. 
farids of aw oppofice defcription, unlettéred and unréad? 

+ Béfidess lath not arguing for théefe'great attainments. I ang 
Only contending for that’degree of cultere, and particularly 
of moral calture, which fhall conveniently incorporate with the’ 
mafs of common daties ; which fhall adminifter a proper fhare 
of principles and tafte, and, whilft it does not exalt a woman 
to an unnatural and invidious eminence, does not deprefs her 
to-an abje ftate Of frivoloufnefs, infipidity, atid contempt. 

* Though the French ladies, by being’ educated in convents, 
and their rélieving the uniformity and-lonelinefs of their prifon 
with entertaining books, and afterwards, by a conftant inter-’ 
coarfe with the other fex, have ‘acquired confiderable know- 

-Ye€ge and refinement, yet what principles of juft morality or’ 
decorum can have been graven on their hearts, when their 
"7 charace 
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characteriftick feature is levit Ye. and fathion,is intrigue ? It is, 
r 


obvious to any difcerning obferver, that female literaturé, ‘in. 
this country, is fwelled beyond its natural dimenfions. To fic 
as judges upon literary prodattions, is intrading on the prero- 


gative of the other fex. “F want ‘not a plethora, but a found’ 


and -undiftended ftate of the-female underftanding ; and, if a 
woman had’ every thing that glitters in rarer el or fafci-: 
nates in :tafte, what comfort would fhe adminifter to the pof- 
feflor of her) perfon, :if lie could -not rely on the tendernefs of 
her. friendfhip, and the, fincerity of her affe&tion ? To trait. 
graces with fuch women, is putting weapons into the hands of, 
©ne,..who .is intoxicated or infane. To give the charms of 
knowledge, i is only furnithing incentives for a {peedier feduc- 


tion. Iris laying thorns under pillows that fhould have down ;_ 
and it is ‘courting éafe, in the béfom of vexation.’ | | 


"The {econd effay contains obfervations on the manner,‘ in 
which “the treatment of females will be influenced by, and re- 
ciprocally influence the tafte; the fentiments, the habits and 
purfuits, . the manners, the morals, the public and the private. 


Pea of the people.’ This is an extenfive outline, imper-. 


filled up, It is introdued by a philofophical theory of. 
the serch of love,.or rather,a phyfical inveitigation of its 
component parts, independent of religion. 

The third effay i ison the nature, quality, and extent of fe. 
male talents, with’ an enquiry into the comparative difference. 
of underftanding i in each fex. He feems to have decided juft-. 
ly ; (but we fear our ladies will again tell us, that if the lions. 
were, painters, thé reprefentations would probably, be differ-. 
ent... He allows theoladies delicacy of tafte,. but derfies. 
force of underftanding : he admits the elegance of their 
éxpreffions,’ but thinks them unequal to the men in'ftrength 
of judgment, or depth of thought. We hhall feleet a | fpeck=" 


men of his ‘manner in this’ effay. 


" * The talents-of women have been degraded + fome.to an, 
unreafonable ebb of feeblenefs and frivolity, and.,exalted.by 
aghers to as. unnatural.an eminence of brilliancy and diftinc- 
tion. In the ages immediately fucceeding thofe. of. chivalry, it 
was fafhionable to {peak of women as of prodigies in {cience, 
and to.decorate, with equally lavifh encomiums,..their under- 
flanding and their charms. Nor was this tafte confined merely 
to individuals. Even nations /have been as proud of producing 
a lift of literary heroines, as.of tracing their antiquity from the, 
remoteft ages or their origin from kings. 

© Intereft, policy, or fafhion have continued what enthafiafin. 
thus began. 

¢ Authors, who have withed to ftand well with the fex, to lie, 

upon the toilet, to be diftinguifhed with their favours, and 4o, 

seeeithy the reputation of gallantry and tafte, have fapported, 
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the fame. fulfome panegyricks. A rational enquirer has only 
to obferve, that, if fuch extraordinary women ever did exift, 
they were only a kind of phenomena in their horizon, and 


neither prove the Be éneral ftate of female talents, nor the gene - 


ral {uperiority of female underftanding. From the foot of an 
Hercules, there is no deducing the ufual ftature and propor. 
tions of a’man. The Alps would give a mot i improper idea of 
the common mountains and ftenery of nature,’ 

The laft eflay is on the danger and infufficiency of board- 
ing-fchools, as places of female education. On this fubje& 
no attentive enquirer ‘can differ from him. It is equally 
in vain to expect wholefome fruits from the plant, drawn 
up to a premature ftature in the confervatory, as to ex- 
pect an ufeful domeftic companion from feminaries, where 
every thing taught is but what will qualify the young lady for 
the miftrefs of a family, for the ufeful friend, and for the 
tender mother. The author defcribes what the governefs 
Should be ; “and, almoft in the fame. words, tells us what they 
are not. - 

There is much good fenfe, many marks of judgment and 
reficction, in thefe effays ; but the language, i in a few paffages, 
feems not to be fufficiently polifhed ; and, in fpeaking of in- 
delicate fituations and thoughts, though without the flighteft 
trefpafs on true decorum, he purfues his fubjeét farches proba- 
bly than was mgeieads : 


Paes 
ae —_— 


Medical Cautions ; chiefly for the Confideration of Invalids. The 
Second Edition. . By James Makittrick Adais M. Pe ) 6s. 
in Boards. Dilly. | 


HIS fecond edition is,: im many refpe&s, enlarged: the 

eflay on’ regimen is‘not’only much more full,“ but more 
correct, though, we think, it does not deriye. many: advan+ 
tages-from, its being, in the form of propofitions, which, 
from the nature of the fubject, will not admit.of ,demonftrar 
tion, Our author, both in his preface and an.additienal ef- 
fay, purfues Mr. Tickell with a feverity that feems, at; leaft, 





nearly conneGed with perfonal refentmeat. This gentleman’s 


eagernefs has undoubtedly hurried him into commendations 
too great, and too little difcriminated ; yet neither, from his 
charaéter or his acquired knowledge, can he ever be the fub- 
ject of that contempt with which Dr. Adair fo liberally treats 
him. ‘The error, which we mentioned, relating to the ether, 
is, we are told, a typographical one. Is it, however, an error 
in the prefs, that, even in the amended paragraph, the Wirt- 
enburg college are faid to add the whole of the oil, when they 
Vou. LXIV. July 1787. Db exprefe 
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exprefly dire the diftillation to be ftopped, after the matter 
in the receiver becomes black, and a very little oil is come 
over? (Pharmac. Warten, edit..1785, ab editione 1771 ‘ad 
amuffim’ ‘recuf.. pag. 112,)..... Their liquor anodyn. is very 
little more than a weak, zther...,Dr. Cullen and Dr. Black, 
we are told, think the zther:a. better medicine than when 


the oil is added‘:: their opinion does not affect the difpute be- 


tween Dr. Adair and Mr.'Tickell.: it may be fo; but itis not 
Hoffman’sanodyne liquor... In thé eflay written by Hoffman, 
and :publifhed by one of his-pupils, ‘ De Acido Vitrioli Vi- 
nofo,’” there is no proof of Hoffman having ever publithed the 
preparation of the liquor anodynus,. The treatife is on xther; 
and the procefs for making zther, is correctly and fully de- 
tailed. The virtues related .are. thofe of zther, not thofe 
attributed to the ancdyne liquor, + 

_ The effay on fafhionable difeafes is enlarged, particularly, 
relating: to.a caufe commonly aflumed, without {pfficient rea- 
fon, an inereafed quantity and a depraved quality of the bile, 
The: obfervations on the ueility of free air .are alfo added to, 
and énforced. 

There are fonie other. additions, in the fablequent eflays.; 
but they are not of great importance. Dr, Adair is, as ufual, 
pleafant-inhis defcriptions and fevere in his ftri€tures, par- 
ticularly on his venerable fifters, the.‘ lady, doctors,’ the 
quacks, and thofe phyficians who chufe to dire€t their pa- 
tients, in drinking Bath waters, though at a diftance from 
Bath.’ 

The fubjecé of the firft appendix we have fienitbned 5 ; the 
fecond is on therapeutics, or the general doétrines rebitirig to 
tlie effects of medicines. It is an ufeful eflay, and contains 
fome more particular remarks on the effects of fome remedies, 
which are of importance. We fhall feleét a fpecimen, 


“«‘How does the Peruvian bark a&t as a roborant or ftrength- 
ener in difeafes ‘owing to, or conneted with, the laxity of the 
folids ? Does it aét ‘mechanically on the dead folids, as oak 
bark hardens leather? In the Romach and bowels, with the fur- 
face of which it comes in contact, it may have this effedtin fome 


“degree ; but when it paffes into the circulation, where it 


mingles with a very large quantity of fluids, moved on in a 
conftant flow from and to the heart, it cannot have time to 
aé&t on the dead fibres with any degree of effect, were its pro- 
portion to that of the fluids greater than it iss How then is 
it probable it does act ? Partly at leaft by a mechanical power 
on the fibres of the ftomach and inteftines, which effecting a 
certain’ change on the interwoven nerves, lIeffens their fenfi- 


bility ; 
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bility ; which change may, by fympathy, be communicated to 
the nerves of the more remote organs. Its mechanical action 
may however be greater, when it arrives in the fmaller fecre- 
tory and excretory organs, and, asit were, out of the tide of the 
circulation. : 

« Whether this conjecture is, or is not, well founded, fome 
practical inferences may be offered with refpe& to the ufe of 
this remedy, and others of this genus. 

«rit. If we prefcribe ‘bark as a ftrengthener to perfons, 
and in difeafes, in which the vital powers are languid, and 
the fenfibility rather deficient than exceflive, we fhall fucceéd 
beft with it if we join warm ftimufants with it, to-increafe the 
energy of both the nervous and circulating fyftem'; hence the 
utility of joining with it fnake-root, and other heating ftimu- 
Jants, in ague, cachexy, dropfy, and pallfy. 

_ © adly. If it be indicated in difeafes in which the fenfibi- 
lity is either exceffive or depraved, it ought to be combined 
with the nervine medicines. _ 

‘ gdly. If indicated in fevers in which ‘the pafoxyfm or ex. 
acerbation of fever runs high, and approaches the inffamma- 
tory type, the force of the fever ought to be reduced before we 
adminifter it, even in the remiffion, and even then with the 
ye pe g {edatives. ' 

‘ 4thly. In low fevers, whether nervous, malignant, or 
putrid, it may be given at an early period, and accompanied 
with wine and other ftimualants.’ 





Pennant’s Supplement to the Artic Zoology. 410. gs. fewtd. White. 


S° much new matter has been pointed out, fince the publi- 

cation of the Aric Zoology, that a Supplement has al- 
ready appeared neceflary ; and, with a proper regard to the 
purchaiers of the firft edition, it 1s publifhed feparately. If 
the fecond edition does not foon ‘follow, there is great reafon 
to fear that another Supplement will be required : we hope, 
with the fame liberality, it will be publifhed feparately. 

For the author’s general defign, and the merits of the original 
work, we muft refer to our.account of it, in our Fifty-ninth vo- 
lume, pages 241, 328. The fupplement to the introdu@tion con- 
fifts of detached remarks, referred to the proper pages: mhany 
circumftances, both curious and ufefal, are ndw added. 
Among the moft interefling accbunts, we may reckon the de- 
{cription of the eruption of fire in Iceland, in June 1783. ‘The 
whole is too long to be felected; fo that we fhall prefer an ac- 
count of its effeéis, and of the formation of two new iflands, 
by this formidable creative power, which produces habitable 
fand by a true chads, a confufion of the moft active elements. 
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«Tt appears then, from the whole, that the utmoft extent of 
the ground covered with lava, and making the appearance of a 
fiery lake, was fifteen miles long, and feven broad, in its ut- 
moft extent. The edge of it, reckoning all that part fouth 
of Buland, with all its in equahties on the fouth fide, is up, 
wards of thirty miles long ; what it may beon the north is not 
known, as nobody chufes to venture himfelf near that part as 
yet. The perpendicular height of the edge is from 36 to 20 
fathoms, fo that wherever it came it covered every village it 
met with, as well as feveral hills ; and thofe which, on ac- 
count of their great height, it did not cover, were melted 
down by it, fo that the whole furface was in a fluid ftate, 
and. formed a lake of fire, in appearance like red hot melt- 
ed metal, | 

‘ The whole number of villages totally deftroyed are z0 or 
21, either by the fire or the water overflowing them. About 
34 are very materially hurt, having their lands and woods 
burnt up; but moft of them may be furnifhed with freth 
ground being taken up in their refpective neighbourhoods. 
Befides villages, there are feven parifh churches and two 
chapels deftroyed. In the whole there were 220 lives lof by 
the fire, and 23 by water.. The rivers that are dried up were 
twelve ; namely, Tuna, Axafardi, Hwerfisfliét, Skapta, Stins- 
mirifliét, Landa, Melquift, Green-laekur, ‘Tungu-laeker, 
Fedaquift, Kararvikarfh-urdur, and Hraunfa. 

* Befides this immenfe fire, there happened two other cir- 
cumftances that are equally wonderful. Two iflands have. 
been thrown up. One of thefe was thrown up in the month 
of February 1784, where there was before upwards of 100 fa- 
thoms deep water ; it lies about 46 miles from the land, fouth- 
weft from Reikianefe in Iceland, and about eight miles from 
the clufter of iflands called Gierfugla. By the laft accounts 
this ifland continued burning with great vehemence, and fent 


forth prodigious quantities of pumice, fand, and other matter, | 


fimilar to other burning mountains. The ifland is fomewhat 
above half a mile in circumference, and full as high as the 
mountain Efian in Iceland. The other iflands which it has 
thrown up, is at a greater diftance from Iceland to the north- 
weft, lying between Iceland and Greenland : it has burnt 
without intermiffion, day and night, for a confiderable time, 
Tike the other ; is very high, and larger in circumference 
than the other.’ 

« Ever fince the firft breaking out of the eruption, the whole 
atmofphere has been loaded with fmoak, fteam, and fulphureous 
vapours. The fun became at times wholly invifible, and wher 
at could be feen, was of a reddifh os bloody colour, The fith- 
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eries are moft of them deftroyed ; for the banks wheré the 
fith ufed to be, are fo fhifted and changed, as not tobe known 
again by the fifhermen ; and the fmoak fo thick as to pre- 
vent them from going far ont to fea, for there is no feeing any 
object at above the diftance of fifty fathom. ‘The water of 
the rain falling through this fmoak and fteam, is fo impregnat- 
ed with falt and brimftone, as to deftroy the hair, and even the 
kin, of the cattle ; and all the grafs in the whole ifland is fo 
covered with a footy and pitchy matter before defcribed, that 
the moft of it is deftroyed, and what is left is fare poifon for 
any cattle that eat of it; fo that thofe which have efcaped the 
fire are now dying for want of food, or poifoned by the un- 
wholefome remains of the vegetables. Nor are the inhabit- 
ants, in many refpects, more free from dangers than the cattle. 


Many have loft their lives by the poifonous quality of the | 


fmoak and fteam of which the whole atmofphere confitted ; 
particularly old people, and fuck as had any weaknefs or 
complaint on the breaft or lungs.’ 


Our readers may recolleé&t, that it was Mr. Peanant’s firf 
defign to defcribe the animals of America; but that he chang- 
ed his plan, and added the hiftory of the antmals of the north 
of Europe and Afia, fo far as they inhabit places higher than 
60 degrees of latitude. His line is confequently very irrega- 
lar : in Europe and Afia, it is drawn through the parallel we 
have mentioned ; but in America it includes the dominions 
formerly under the authority of Britain. In his firft volumes, 
he defcribed the quadrupeds and dirds ; he now has added to 
his lifts of the higher orders, and has fubjoined the fithes and 
reptiles, together with a dift of American infects, from the 
publication of Mr. Forfter, and references to the American 
fhells, defcribed and engraved by Dr. Lifter. Much muft of 
courfe be ftill imperfect. 

We thall conclude the article with our author’s account of 
the only quadruped added to this colleGion. 


‘ Place between the common Weefel and the Stoat, this 
{pecies, newly difcovered by Mr. Helenius, profeflor at Abo, 
aa Sweden. 

‘ Maftela nivalis.——Fensorum Nirpa Lumiko, Lumitirka, 
Nov. A&. Acad. Reg. Scient, Suec. vi. 1785. -p. 213.— 
Lappon. Seibbth.—Rufss Lafka. 

* W. With large canine teeth : body in fummer grey, with 
a tincture of rufous: tail of the fame colour: belly white. 
Length from the tip of the nofe to the bafe of the tail fix inches 
and a half: tail an inch and a half. Shape of the Stoat. 

‘ Inhabits the north of Finland and Lapland. Lives dur. 
ing the fummer in the forefts ; in winter frequents villages 
D 3 and 
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and houfes; Feeds. on mice, fmall birds, their eggs and 
young ; eats alfo frogs. Is itfelf the prey of rapacious birds, 
and of the Ermine or Stoat. In winter changes to white, 
the whifkers, and a few hairs in the tail excepted. Has not 
the foetid fmell of the Weefel and Stoat. Is taken in traps 
baited with'a moufe, or fmall bird. The fkin is equal in 
price to that.of the Ermine.—Profeflor Retzius.’ 


as 7 
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4 Sermon preached at the Diffenting Chapel in Crofs-ftreet, Man- 
chefter, March 26, 1786, on Occafion of the Eftablifbment of 
an Academy in that Town. By Ralph Harrifon. Together 
with a Difcourfe delivered September 14, 1786, at the public 
Commencement of the Manchefter Academy. By Thomas Barnes, 
D.D. 8vo. 15. Johnfon, 7, 


qs our review of the Memoirs of the Manchefter Society *, 

we firft mentioned the defign of a very ufeful inftitution : 
it is now followed by another, which it is the object of this 
Sermen to recommend, and which this Difcourfe firt intro- 
duced. The inftitution which we formerly mentioned feems 
diftiné& from the academy fince eftablifhed : the firft was ftyled 
the College of Arts; the fecond is an academy, chiefly de- 
figned for the inftruction of diffenters, on the plan of the 
Jate academy at Warrington. Every ufeful inftitution deferves 
our notice, and claims our commendation ; but thofe defigned 
for the purpofe of education, particularly under the falutary 
reftri€tions adopted at Manchefter, merit the higheft regard, 
While we exprefs our approbation of the plan, we mutt add 
our good wifhes for its fuccefs. 

The fubject is introduced very properly by Mr. Harrifon, 
from the following words :—* Love them that love me, and 
they that feek me easly fhall find me.’ Prov. xviii. 1-.—He 
will, however, we hope, allow us tq notice a little inaccuracy 
in his reafoning. | | 

‘ If then it be afked, where thall wifdom be found, and what 
is the place of underftanding, can there be any doubt or diffi- 
culty in the anfwer ? The teftimony of reafon decifively con- 
firms the maxim, which it is the great defign of this book to 


eftablifh, and which is exprefsly aflerted in many particular paf- 


fages ; that, the fear of the Lord is wifdom, and the know- 
ledge of the holy is underftanding. Religion alone hath all the 
charatters of complete and fubftantial wifdom ; by which we 
fulfil the end of our exiftence, improve our reafon to the beft 
purpofes, and attain to the higheft perfection and happinefs of 
our natures, Religion is the offspring of unerring wifdom, 


. 





* Crit. Rev. vol, xi. p. 343. 
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and is founded upon maxims of eternal and unchangeable truth. 
It is that rule of action, which,the Deity hath prefcribed tq 
his rational offspring ; becaufe it invariably tends to produce, 
the greatelt good. Its beneficial influence led him toitamp it 
with his authority, and eftablifh it. by the fanétion of his laws 
And it is with great beauty and propriety, that, when the Al- 
mighty is reprefented as creating the world by wifdom, and res 
gulating the order and dependence of fecond caufes, his,in- 
finitely perfect knowledge led him to afign unto man that rale 
of life, which is at once his duty, his intereft and happinefs,” 


That the truly wife man is religious, cannot be doubted ; 
for, it is the * fool only who has faid in his heart that there 
is no God ;’ but wifdom, in its general acceptation, is dif'in& 
from religion, as our author allows, by admitting of the di- 
vifion of religious and prudential wifdom. They are undoubt- 
edly connected moft intimately, but cannot be the fame. The 
error, and it is a very common one, feems to arife from. nos 
wholly perceiving the force of the preacher in the texts alluded 
to. The fear of the Lord, ¢hat is wifdom, that is she wildom, 
the kind moft effential to our temporal and eternal happinefs ; 
and * to depart from evil,’ that is rhe underftanding which we 
fhould chiefly cultivate. As Mr. Harrifon fets out on this 
principle, he is obliged to found it on knowlege, certainly 
not eflential to true religion; and afterwards, in p. 10. to 
make religion a branch of knowlege. This is the only bles 
mifh which we perceive in this difcourfe ; and we have men- 
tioned it the more freely, as it will not detraét greatly from 
the general merit of the whole. That part which relates -to 
the principles of diffenters, is rational and manly ; what more 
immediately refpeGts the inftitution at Manchefter, judicious 
and exact, 

We have had frequent occafion, in.our Journal, to {peak of 
Dr. Barnes, and have more than once offered a willing tribute 
to his merits, If we have been able to convey what we 
thought, it will be a very high encomium to add, that this 
Difcourfe is by.no.means inferior to.what we expected from 
him in the firuation in which he is placed. It unites clearnefs 
with force, fpirit with dignity, elegance with judgment. As 
members of the eftablifhed church, we muft occafionally differ, 
and carry our praifes only ufque-ad aras: as men and_as bre- 
thren, we cordially agree. . Where a compofition is generally 
good, it may be indifferent from what part we felect a {peci- 
men: the following, we ought to fay, is exceeded, in {pirit 
and juftnefs, by fome other paffages. It is the chief merit of 
this, that it will be lefs mutilated by feparation, 
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- 6 Permit me here to offer a remark, concerning the object 
and influence of education, with refpeé&t to young men of every 
élafs, into which I have been led by the preceding obfervations. 
¢ One great, perhaps the greateft, excellence of education 
is, to keep up a conftant fpring and energy of mind, to maine 
tain that brifk and regular movement of its various powers, 
which hall preferve their current vigorous and clear, On the 
other hand, perhaps the moft fatal error which can be commits 
ted is,’ to fuffer the mind to become lethargic and languid, to 
lofe its tone and fpirit, and to flagnate in inactivity and foft- 
nefs, - Indolence rufts the moft {plendid talents, and blunts the 
edge of the fharpeft powers. How little has ever been done for 
the honour of God, and for the good of men, by cloiftered dul 
nefs ; On the other hand, what has not been atchieved by a 
bold and perfevering indaoftry ? It has fupplied the place of 
fortune, of ftrength, of power, and even of genius itfelf: nor 
is it to fay, to what fublime attainments of knowledge and of 
ufefulnefs he may rife, who, actuated by a {pirit of rétslate and 
os application in a good caufe, fuffers nothing to interrupt 
is progrefs. Nothing will, therefore, more deferve our feri- 
ous attention, than to make our Seminary a {chool of diligence, 
and to keep alive that fervour of the mind, which is neceflary, 
as well to prefent improvement, as to future eminence, enjoy- 
ment, sad uletaines” | 





Premiere &F Second Suite des Confidérations fur quelques Parties 
du Méchanifme des Sociétés. Par le Marquis de Cafaux. 8ve, 
4s. 6d. Eimifley. 


]™ was in our Sixty-fecond Volume, p, 42. that we reviewed 
the Confiderations on the Mechanifm of Societies, and gave 
the moft-fatisfaétory account of it that we were able. The 
marquis wifhes that we had examined it; but this tafk was 
impoffible, in limits fo contraéted as our’s, where fuch nume- 
rous publications muft be noticed, that we find it more difficult 
to determine what muft be retrenched than what mutt be faid, 
The marquis feems more concerned at our eluding this taf, 
fince he has found that all his friends have almoft equally de- 
¢lined it: thofe who have made any attempts towards it have 
agreed, in general, in our opinion. Ina few words, we hall give 
fome an{wer to the obfervations of our lively and fpirited author. 
If the revenue of England, divided into fhares in proportion to 
its population, in thé time of ‘William and Mary, gave to each 
individual a given fym; if, fince that period, the proportion 
js doubled, notwithftanding an increafing debt, how are we 
ruined by our prefent debt? and why fhould we not bear 
more? For this very obyions teafon, that the neceffary out- 
bu : goings 
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ings in taxes are trebled ; and the artificial wants more than 
quadrupled. But, adds our author, you muft raife the wages, 
and the taxes will be no burthen: agreed ;) but we muft then 
lofe our foreign trade, if our rivals do not follow the fame plan, 
and fhall ultimately find them a heavy burthen. We had reafon 
to fay that the author had not fully confidered this part of his 
fabje& ; that his reafoning was more brilliant than ufefal. In 
this enquiry too, the marquis does not examine the increafe 
of population, which, while it contributes to the annual re- 
venue, makes the proportional fum iefs. It is. a miftake to 
affert, that the price of labour is doubled; for, in a very few 
inftances has this change happened: thofe on whom the taxes 
fall with confiderable weight, find their wages very little in 
creafed. In many refpects we think with our author: the 
debt is not burthenfome in proportion to its magnitude; and, 
to annihilate it, would be highly injurious. In fact, if it 
were not to relieve the poorer and more laborious part of the 
community, it would be of no great fervice to lefien it. There 
might be fome advantage, in raifing the nation above infult, 
by this diminution; but, while commerce continues’ unim- 
paired, it is impoffible to fay that ruin woald follow its ine 
creafe. We are already in circumftances, politicaliy {peaking, 
new. Our exertions, and the load of debt we bear, with 
comparative eafe, have aftonifhed both hemifpheres ; and po- 
liticians look with wonder at the failure «f their prophecies, 
without daring to form another opinion on the fubject. 

The marquis, not quite fatisfied with the analyfis of his 
tranflator, has added an account of his own work. It is in 
many refpects more correct than the guide which we followed ; 
but we are unable to return to the fubje&t. We fhall, how. 
ever, give an account of the Premiere Suite des Confiderations, 
from the marquis’s own analyfis, becaufe the work is not at 
prefent before us, and becaufe we find it impoffible to enter 
into any particular difcuffion of its different parts. 

In this firt Appendix, he compares the effects of a national 
with thofe of a particular loan. The latter augments the fum 
of the real riches of a ftate, by thrice the intereft which the 
borrower pays to the lender, and does not diminifh the atual 
value of the money, Av national loan, on the contrary, de- 
prives the country of the increafe of real riches, which the 
particular loan would have procured, and gives it as much of 
mominal as it takes away of real wealth, by augmenting the 
total value of the national produéts, and, in the fame pro» 
portion, diminifhing the real value of money. 

The payment, he thinks, farther diminifhes this value; 
and it is a doubt with our author whether the reduction,,. fo 
ine 
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ajurious to the one party, is ufeful to the other. This fabjedt 
requires many previous difcuffions, on the caufes and effeéts 
of the reductions of principle or intereft, which the marquis, 
jn his lively way, calls bankruptcies in difeuife.. He then 
enquires into the fource of the complaints on the fubje& of 
paying intereft to foreigners ; and he finds, 1. That the nation 
who borrows of a ftranger is enriched annually by three times 
the {um which it pays. 2. That it cannot repay the ftranger 
advantageonfly till every acre of his country is carried to its 
higheft value, 3. That in this, as well as in every thing elie, 
every poflible advantage muft be made of his own powers. 
4- In this, as tn all the reft, he examines the adv antage gained 
by every:party. The remains of the work contains refleétions 
on the prefent ftate of England, enquiries into the probable 
fituation of this kingdom, in cafe of a different event of the 
Jate war, with many mifcellaneous remarks on credit and its 
caufe. : 

The marquis, in the fecond Appendix, endeavours to fhow 
that there is no clafs of men, in any nation, who do not draw 
from the luxury introduced in it, the proportion which is 
their due. But this is trae only in one cafe, when the luxury 
of a kingdom js no greater than the proportion of its inha- 
bitants employed to feed it. This is indeed the ‘ femblance 
de calcul ;’ for our author has been unable, in this chapter, 
to afcertain what luxury is, and calculates pofitive numbers 

againft an indefinite aggregate. 

The next fection is on the effeéts of the ‘ pretended difguit- 
ing’ difproportion between thofe who poflefs property, and the 
workmen employed by them. ‘This fection depends too much 
on the former to carry conviétion along with it. In fome po- 
fitions we agree with the marquis, particularly in the fupe- 
riority of the condition of the civilized workmen, when com- 
‘pared with the favage, whom every affected refiner, fince 
Rouffeau, has perfuaded us to imitate. . 

The author then mentions two fingularities relating to 
money ; the firft refpects the different proportion in which the 
quantity of money and the value of eftates increafe; the fe- 
‘cond relates chiefly to its effect in raifing national credit, and 
tends to fhow that. money is ufelefs. when commerce is tho- 
syoughly fixed, and mutual confidence between nations efta- 


‘blifhed. He then:reverts to the increafe of wages, and fhows 


‘its effects both in England and. France; again examining the 
«connection between this increafe and the progrefs of luxury. 
In a long note,;-added to the work, the author defends him- 
Self from the fufpicion which has been entertained of his mo- 
tives, by thowing, that the Jeading opinions were publithed 
. many 
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many years fince, when thefe motives could have had:no effe&. 
We can only add that, after very mature and attentive confider- 
ation, we muft confirm the chara&ter we have in our former 
article given of the marquis and his works. 
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Paulina; or, the Ruffian Daughter. A Poem. In Two Books. 
By Robert Merry, E/q. 4to. 35. fewed. Robfon. 


‘TS ftory contained in this poem is founded on fa&; and 

an account was given of it by the author, in a London 
newfpaper, in September 1783: from thence it found its way 
into other periodical publications. It interefts the feelings to 
no common degree; and is indeed fo truly affecting, that a 
humane mind cannot perufe it without the moft painful fen- 
fations. The opening lines will afford no unfavourable {pe- 
cimen of Mr. Merry’s defcriptive talents. 


‘ Where o’er the Ruffian plain the ftar of day 

Sends ’midft long-ling’ring froft a feeble ray, 

And fcarce the peafant’s ceafelefs toil can find 

A doubtful fhelter from th’ inclement wind ; 

Where hungry babes in dreary caverns weep, 

And mirth is drunkennefs, and blifs is fleep; 

Where prowling wolves on icy defarts roar, 

Or in ftarv’d troops furround the wretch’s door ; 

And nought is heard at winter’s midnight hour, 

But the fharp patt’ring of the hail-ftone fhow’r, 

Or fome loft trav’ller fhrieking from afar, 

Or the fleet hurricane’s tumultuous war ; 

While o’er the fcene incumbent Horror flings 

The hov’ring darknefs of his dragon wings ; 

There, amongft uncouth wilds and cheeriefs fnows 

An ancient folitary manfion rofe, 

Remote from Peterfburg, where lux’ry reigns, 

And far from ftately Mofcow’s num’rous fanes. 

Severe with threat’ning battlements it frown’d, 

The pride, the terror of the country round ; 

Befide the ruin’d gate, that fadly fung 

In ev’ry pafling gale with iron tongue, 

A grifly wolf-dog, furious as the pard, 

To feize the beggar ftood, a dreadful guard, 

Here no fociety, with converfe gay, 

Beguil’d the tardy winter’s mournful day ; 

But in dun robes, and wreath funereal dreft, 

Eye-funken Melancholy {mote her breatt. 

Near the breach’d wall, that feem’d a garden’s bound 

No woven bow’r, nor od’rous fhrub was found, 

But all was wafte, and defolate, and drear . 

find famine fcowl’d, and forrow triumph’d here . 
ar 
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Far fromm thefe time-worn tow’rs, with fcornful eye 
Warm Hofpitality was fore’d to fly, 

Fond to beftow beneath fome hamble fhed, 

The fcanty morfel, and the fiony bed.’ 


This manfion is the abode of a Ruffian lord, difappointed 
in his ambitious views, difgufted with the world, an enemy 
to mankind, and tyrant to his daughter. In contraft to this 
brutal charaéter, Paulina is defcribed as poffeffing every per- 
fonal charm and mental accomplifhment. Walking on the 
terrace, in melancholy contemplation at the return of fpring, 


fhe hears the pathetic complaints of Alexis, a young noblemai 
‘of Mofcow, whom the fecretly loved, but who was the prin- 


cipal obje& of her father’s hatred. He obtains from her a 


promife to quit her difmal abode the next night, and unite 
her hand in marriage with his. 


* While thus fhe fpeaks the argent moon retires, 
And in a cloud collects her mimic fires, 
Confufion reigns, and Terror’s monfter form 
Stalks in the uproar of the coming ftorm, 
His arrowy fleet, the genius of the pole 
Shoots furious forth, and matt’ring thunders rolf, 
While with red glance his eye-balls flath around, 
And the broad luftre glows upon the ground.’ 


The perfonification of Terror, and the genius of the pole, 
is well conceived, and expreffed with {pirit. Paulina, terrified 
at the tempeft, and at her lover’s having no place of refuge 
in which he could fcreen himfelf from its fury, apprehending 
no danger of her father’s appearance, whofe apartments were 
diftant, fhe requefts him to climb the terrace, and take thelter 
in her’s. The confequence is eafily forefeen, and the reflections 
arifing from it, which open the fecond book, are introduced 
with propriety. The lovers’ happinefs proves of fhort dura- 
tion. Alexis conceals himfelf in a chet, at the father’s ap- 
proach, the brutality of whofe character is thus exemplified, 


‘s But thou, when all the living mock the dead, | 
Meafur’ft thy chamber with unquiet tread, 

And fcorn’ft to calm thy vain romantic woes 
With offer’d folace of benign repofe : 

Perhaps fome Jawlefs fame ‘ufurps thy breaft ; 
Some yonth, though abfent, ftill difturbs thy ref; 
Tho’ abfent, fay 1? or perchance not fo, 

With folded arms he now may watch below ; 
Nay, fuch are female arts,’ this chéft may hold 
Some bafé feducer, fome advent’rer bold. 

But know, infidious girl; if e’er I find 

That thallow love fubdcue thy narrow mind, 
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Or vagrant ftriplings haunt th’ adjacent plains 

To throw the glance, or wake the wanton ftrains; 
And that thou view’ them with the practis’d {mile, 
Defign’d alike to comfort and beguile ; 

By heav’ns eternal majefty I {wear, 

Thy life is doom’d to folitary care ; 

To long fucceffion of increafing pain, 

To figh neglected, and to hope in vain!” 


The grief and horror which feized Paulina on opening the 
cheft, to find her lover dead,. is beantifally defcribed, 


* She faw the rofe grown livid on his cheek, 
Yet ftrove with tone familiar ftill to fpeak ; 
Nor would fhe think. it true, but afk’d him why 
So cold his hand, and fo unmov’d his eye? 
Said that the bitter tempeft now was o’er, 
Her father gone, and he need fleep no more, » 
Bot foon returning reafon bade her know 
The wide-embracing agony of woe ; 
Her bofom rofe convulfive, the thick figh 
Stuck in her throat with pafficn’d extacy ; 
** And is,”? the cried, ** that noble fpirit fled ? 
O let me alfo join the facred dead !”’ 
Then fudden funk to momentary reft, 
Cold on her dear Alexis’ colder breaft. 
Alas! reviving fenfe awak’d her care 
To deeper horrors of fublime defpair ; 
To dire perfeGion of exceffive pain, 
‘To weep, to pray, to think, to feel in vain. 
One while fhe melts, then ftiffens into ftone, 
Now mingles laughter with her maniac moana ; 

. Now on her terrace wildly rufhing forth 
To court the icy fury of the North, 
Her fev’rifh bofom only feems to find 
A burning torrent in each pafling wiad : 
Oft to Alexis, with imagin’d blifs, 
She madly kneels, and gives th’ unanfwer'd kife; 
Awhile unfettled, and a while ferene, 
She doubts, fhe loves, fhe hopes, and faints between.” 


The dread of parental anger at length fubdues the agonies of 
grief, She carries the corfe to the porter, and intreats him to 


afford it burial. His charaéter is ftrongly marked. 


¢ Dark was his brow, and not one gleam of grace 
Play’d on the furly features of his face ; 
His pallid eye-balls thot a villain’s gaze, 

-Mingled with abje& cunning’s hateful rays ; 
Nor o’er his brows were Time’s white honours fhed, 
But half-form’d grey ufurp’d a fallow red ; 
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No pleafing accents glided from his fongueé, ~=  -“ 

Like age he feem’d that never had been young.” 
Luft and-avarice are mentioned as his ruling paffions. He ine 
timidates Paulina with the dread of her father’s anger, and 
promifes concealment Only on condition of her fubmitting to 
his embraces: then takes advantage of the moment of terror 
and diftraétion to .effe& his purpofe. Her fituation is de- 
{cribed in a moft pathetic manner. Here the ftory becomes 
too fhockingly diftrefsful: we cannot but feel difguft, mingled 
with pity and refentment, at Paulina’s wrongs; and hall, 
therefore, give the remainder in as’ few words as poflible. The 
fame caufe, the apprehenfion of her father’s rage, that induces 
her to fubmit to the porter’s luft, obliges her to become fubject 
to his avarice; to gratify which, fhe is proftituted to his brutal 
companions. ,. One night; worked up to fury by defpair, fhe 
takes advantage of their intoxication, and facrifices them to 
her revenge. An addrefs to the Supreme Being, in which fhe 
invokes pardon for her involuntary crimes, concludes the 
poem. We could with it had been fomewhat prolonged. Her 
retirement to a convent, in which we find fhe was teally 
placed by the emprefs of Ruffia, to whom her ftory was made 
known; the gradual progrefs of her mind from defpair and 
agony, to a foftened melancholy and pious refignation, would 
have afforded ample fcope to Mr. Merry’s poetical talents, 
and relieved the reader’s mind. The father, likewife, of 
whom we hear no more after his interview with Paulina in her 
chamber, fhould have been introduced, either as repentant of 
his feverity, or fuffering on account of it. The poem is not 
always equal; bur, on the whole, pofiefies a very confiderable 
fhare of merit. 
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Political Sketches, inftvibd to his Excellency. John Adams, Mi- 
nifter Plenipotentiary from the United States to the Court of 
Great Britain. 8vo. 2s. Dilly. 


cE SESE fragments are written with much fpirit, and that 
zeal for America and its caufe, which has animated her 
numerous authors and defenders. It is not enough for het 
advocates to conclude with an ‘ efto perpetua,’ they logi¢ally 
prove, and fatisfactorily, at leaft to themfelves, demonttrate, 
that the conftitution of the different ftates muff be permanent 
and unchangeable. We have no inclination to oppofe argu- 
ments fuppofed fo clear, demonftrations apparently convincing. 
We fhall rather give a fhort account of our author’s opinions, 
The firft Sketch relates to the abbé Mably, who, with all 


his zeal for America, has not been able to pleafe her legiflators 
and 














Political Sketches. 4a? 


and defendérs. This author oppofes his refined fpeculation$ 
with argameénts drawn from the fituation of the ftates, and 
from fads. bs 


« Abbé Mably is a Frenchman and a fcholar. As the firf, 
he has been educated after the ftricteft manner ‘of a free mo- 
marchy. As the laf, the genius of antiquity with which his 
mind was infpired, hath ferved but to miflead him. Asa 
Frenchman, he can have had but little idea of the effe& of a 
free eonttitution, in a country governed by laws and habits 
different from thofe which characterife his own. If he ventures 
on a.conclufion concerning the’ operation of a law in the United 
States, it mult be by alcertaining, through reafonable infer- 
ences; the effect the fame law would produce in his own,.or 
any country in Europe with which he is acquainted. As 2 
{cholar, if he would fix the fuccefs of a rule of politics, or 
law, he cana find no guide but that fancy’d analogy which the 
ancient republics afford him. In the firft part of his procefs, 
the fuppofition would involve fo wiid a contrariety of manners, 
ufages, ranks, and political forms, that-no inference could 
poflibly be drawn. In the laft, the picture of ancient govern- 
ments, except in a zeal for freedom, could furnith but a flight 
refemblance to the American democracies. Thofe were com- 
pofed of heterogeneous parts and principles, and refentbled the 
American governments in little more than in name. That fort 
of reprefentation which is the very bafis of thefe, was unknown 
to them, Thofe were of a mixed, a military, and of an ari- 
ftocratic, fometimes regal nature. Thefe are in their prinei- 
ples, tiructure, and whole mafs, purely and wnalterably de- 
mocratic. They could not be any other; they cannot be any 
other.’ - 

The author fpeaks of the Americans forming their own 
government, on the original foundations of human rights, 
revealed: by a ftudy of the laws of nature. We fuppofe he 
means that fuch would have been their government if they 
had founded it: he tells ‘us more juftly, that in reality they 
were indebted for it to England, from whom the'rays of ‘roy- 
alty, on account of the diftance, were darted’ with diminifhed 
fplendor, and whofe ariftocracy was not known on the weftern 
continent. England is the only nation acquainted with the 
effects of balancing three diftin’ powers, which really forms 
the valuable part of the American conftitution. : 

The fubje&t of the fecond effay is that difpofition of th 
mind neceflary to a pure democracy, which, fince Mon- 
tefquieu, has been ftyled public virtue. It has been prefumed, 
with fome reafon, that, with increafing luxury, this principle 
will grow weaker, and, on its decline, will haften the down- 
fall of liberty. This, our author allows, has been the cafe in 
lefs happy governments; and labours to fhow that, in Ames | 
rica, 
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rica, it will not probably happen. In this point he feems fefs 
fuccefsful. Reprefentation will be always lefs perfect when 
the heart is depraved, and depravity will always follow an 
unequal diftribution of property. Our author’s arguments 
are, however, fpecious ; but, if it were in our power to fol- 
Jow them particularly, we think we could prove them to be 
delufive. . 

Another dangerous change, which has been much dreaded, 
is an ariftocracy, The author oppofes this idle (we think it 
an idle) apprehenfion, and fhows clearly, that the caufes of 
ariftocracy have no place in the United States. The following 
remarks are true and well exprefied. 
~ © In America, fociety received its impreffions favourably to 
a democratic form, and excluded all tendency to any other. 
Already it had paffed that crifis of its progrefs, which hitherto 
hath opened a door in moft other forms to the advances of ari- 
fiocracy. The colonial fituation forbad any inordinate ambition 
in American provincials. The humility of her fociety, ab- 
ftracted fram the fplendor and amufements of the old world, 
held forth few. allurements to invite the refidence of fuch, from 
the mother-country, as might poffibly have afpired to the in- 
veftments of hereditary honours. Protected from the hoitilities 
of ambition, her citizens gained a complete conception of what 
either the policy or misfortunes of European governments have | 
hidden from the eyes of their fubjeéts. Thofe who will reflect 
on the caufes that have encouraged the growth of ariftocracy in 
other countries, and led them on to the total fubverfion of free- 
dom, and finally, to the throne of abfolute monarchy, will 
perceive that this mifchievous form cannot be obtruded on the 
American governments. There, no oppreffions exift, none of 
thofe occafions which military governments afford in days of 
rudenefs, in which tranfcendent merit acquires permanence of 
authority ; and where there is no impatience under evils that 
would receive relief from change, there will exift no probable 
caufe of thofe revolutions in which ambition hath forged chains 
for mankind.’ | 

The next effay is to fhow, that it is not natural to a {mall 
ftate only to be governed democratically, as Montefquieu has 
afferted. In this attempt our author has failed: the fketch is 
a feries of fallacious reafoning ; ‘and it would have been better 
to have argued, that, by the numerous fubdivifions, the dif- 
ferent {tates did not exceed the bounds which even the French 

litician would have allowed to a democratical government, 
This would, however, have been valid, fo far as the internal 
regulations and the police of each ftate were concerned: it 
would have operated againft this unformed mafs ever acting 
with vigour and energy together, except in very particular 
circumftances. yi 
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In the fifth Sketch, on the Balance of Power, our. author 
expatiates on the miferies which the purfuit of this vifionary 
phantom has.occafioned ; and declaims, with.equal fpirit, on 
the misfortunes which America will avoid, by the litile temptr 
ation fhe will have. to purfue a fimilar object. _,. 

The laft tract jis on Religion; but of the religion of ,the 
United States we have had occafion to fpeak.... The au- 
thor talks of the advantage of not uniting religion with the 
conftitution ; but it is a fact, of which we are fully convinced, 
that, if there be. no national religion, there,will foon-be none 
at all. Let the toleration be, perfe& fo far as, relates to the 
opinions of individuals, their converfation, and public worhhip, 
while it be not inconfiftent with the fafety of the ftate which 
protects them: but fome barrier fhould be placed,, to. diftin- 
guifh the religion of the nation from thofe.which it tolerates ; 
and our veneration for Chriftianity;fhould; make this barrier 
more firm againft thofe who do not acknowlege Chrift, than 
againft thofe who differ from wus in modes of belief, or forms 
of worfhip. Our author, we think, would hold the reins with 
too loofe a hand. 

Thefe Sketches are written with much fpirit, snd often 
difplay extenfive information: the author’s eagernefs,. how- 
ever, fometimes mifleads him; and his zeal carries him occa- 
fonally.a little too far, 
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An Hifforical View of the Englifb Government. By Fobn Millar, 
Efq. (Concluded from vol. \xiii. p. 377.) 


THE fecond book of this work commences 'with a general 

account of the Norman Conquett, refpecting the true na- 
ture of which event the author has adopted the moft, probable 
and confiftent opinion. He obferves that William, according to 
the barbarous Latin of thofe times, received. the, title of. con- 
gueftor, which has, without much propriety, been tranflated 
the cougueror. It imported, as he remarks, merely an ac 
guirer, in contradiftinGion to.a perfon who inherits by lineal 
dcfcent ; correfponding to the fenfe in which, it feems, by the 
prefent law-language of Scotland, conquett is oppofed to he- 
ritage. 

In what manner Willian afcended ‘the throne of England; 
becomes a queftion of impoftance ‘only from the inferences 
which have thence been derived, for afcertaining the nature 
of the conftitution under the government of this monarch, If 
he entirely conquered the kingdém, he could be fubje& to no 
reftraint in modelling the plan of his fovereignty. It might 
then be admitted that he had overturned the ancient conftitu-. 
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tion; and in place of that moderate fyftem which had grown 
up under the Saxon princes, introduced an abfolute monarchy, 
But our author juitly obferves, it was the party of Harold 
only that was vanquifhed by the arms of the Normans; and 
had it not been for the ufurpation of that nobleman, William 


“would probably have met with no oppofition to his claim, 


Even fuppofing William to have completely conquered the 
Englith, his conqueft, Mr. Millar obferves, was not extended - 
over thofe Norman barons, the affociates and companions of 
his enterprize, to whom he was chiefly indebted for his fuc- 
cefs. ‘ When thofe powerful chieftains obtained poffeffions in 
England proportioned to their feveral merits, and becamé 
grandees of the kingdom, it is not likely that they would 
willingly relinquifh the independence which they had enjoyed 
in their own country, or that they would regard the affiftance 
they had given to their duke, in raifing him to be a great king, 
as a good reafon for enflaving them.’ In oppofition to fuch 
an idea, our author remarks, nothing is more clear than that 
William was far from wifhing to hold himfelf up to the people 
of England in the light of aconqueror. That, like every 


wife prince who has employed irregular and violent meafures 


for attaining to fovereignty, he endeavoured as much as pof- 
fible to cover every appearance of ufurpation ; and was willing 
to exercife his power in the manner moft likely to fecure the 
continuance of 1t. 

It is admitted, however, that, about this time a confiderable 
change was introduced, both in the ftate of landed property, 
and in the authority of the fovereign ; for which change, the 
country, during the latter part of the Anglo-Saxon govern- 
ment, had been gradually prepared. ‘The fleps which led to 
this event are juftly defcribed by the author, in the following 
extract. 


* When, by the frequent converfion of allodial into feudal 
eftates, the {mall proprietors of land were at length reduced 
into the condition of military fervants, thofe great lords, who 
remained at the head of extenfive diftriéts, were brought into 
a more direét oppofition and rivalfhip to one another, Their 
eftates, by gradual enlargement, were become contiguous; and 
thofe intermediate poffeffors, whom they had formerly been 
employed in fubduing, were now diftributed upon either fide, 
and ready to affift their refpective fuperiors in their mutual de- 
predations. Thofe hereditary feuds, which had been fcattered 
over a multitude of individuals, were now concentered in a 
few great leaders; who felt a ftronger incitement to the exer- 
cife of reciprocal hoftilities, as well as the capacity of profe- 
cuting them with greater vigour and perfeverance, according 
as their power, together with their pride and their cy 
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nad been augmented. The public magiftrate was often un- 
willing to interfere in reconciling their differences ; ‘and was 
even pleafed to fee their force wafted and broken by their mu- 
tual ravages. The greater nobles were thus permitted to injure 
and opprefs one another at their own difcretion; and, being 
expofed to fuch difficulties and diftreffes as had formerly been 
fultained by the proprietors of fmaH eftates, were obliged to 
extricate themfelves by fimilar expedients. ‘They endeavoured 
to provide againft the dangers which threatened them, from the 
invafion of {ome of their neighbours, by forming an alliance 
with others; or, if this refource had proved ineffeétual, by 
courting the favour and foliciting the protection of the king. 
Nothing lefs than the power of the crown was capable, in many 
cafes, of delivering them from their embarraffment; and, in 
order to procure that relief which their fituation required, it 
was neceflary that they fhould promife, upon their part, a return 
of good offices. If they were anxious to enjoy that fecurity 
which he beftowed upon his immediate retainers, they could 
not decently with-hold from him the fame homage and fealty, 
or refufe to perform the fame fervices. They found, in a word, 
that it was expedient for them to refign their allodial property, 
and to hold their eftates by a feudal tenure as vaffals of the 
€rown.’ 

There is no queftion that the fituation, as well as the abi- 
lities of William, contributed much to the aggrandifement.of 
the royal influence and authority. The union of the duchy 
of Normandy to the crown of England increafed the demefnes 
of the fovereign to an extent unknown under the government 
of the Saxon princes; while the numerous forfeitures, in- 
curred by the partizans of Harold, and by fuch as were in- 
cited to aéts of rebellion during the courfe of William’s reign, 
enabled this monarch to acquire-a prodigious landed territory 
‘an England ; part of which he retained in poffefiun of the 
crown, and the reft he beftowed upon his favourites, under 
condition of their performing the feudal fervices. 

When it is farther obferved, that this feudal policy was ex- 
tended to the greater ecclefiaftical benefices, as well as to the 
eftates of the laity, the increafe of the riches and authority 
of the crown will become ftill more evident. But, as our au- 
thor obferves, the change which was thus effected in the ftate 
of the great nobles, was far from being peculiar to England. 
It was extended, nearly about the fame time, over all the 
kingdoms in the weftern part of Europe; and in moft of them, 
was the refult of no conqueft, or violent effort of the fove- 
reign, but appears to have proceeded from the natural courfe 
of the feudal governments. 

Our author has given a juft idea of the fituation of William, 
and mentions three circumftances which contributed to render 
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him unpopular, and have fubjected his conduct to greater cen- 
fure than it appears to have merited. ‘The firft of thefe cir- 
cumftances is the jealoufy with which the Englith beheld the 
Normans, whom they regarded as intruders. The fecond is 
the extenfion of the prerogative, by reducing the allodial pro- 
prietors of land into a ftate of vaffalage under the crown. 
And the third is the refentment of the clergy, whom William 
greatly offended by his exactions, and by his oppofition to the 
progrefs of ecclefiaftical authority. 

With refpeét to the character of William, our author’s fen- 
timents are candid and juft. While he admits that the ftream 
of our ancient hiftory has been contaminated by the ecclefiafti- 
cal writers, who were the only hiftorians of thofe times, and 
who, in eftimating the charaéter of any particular prince, 
feem to have had no other criterion but the liberality and fa- 
vour which he difplayed to the church, he confiders it as a 
faé&, that this monarch was of a fevezre and inflexible difpo- 
fition ; ; and that he panithed with rigour every attempt to fub- 
vert or difturb his government, That William was rapacious 
of money, as the great inftrument for fupporting his autho- 
rity, is likewife a charge from which our author does nat 
exculpate him; but that he exterminated the whole Englifh 
nobility, or great proprietors of land, or that he ftripped 
them of their poffeflions, as has been maintained by fome 
writers, neither hiftorical evidence, nor the poohaleney of 
{uch an opinion, is fufficient to confirm. 

It has always been fuppofed that the bounds of the prero- 
gative were greatly limited by the charter of king John ;. but 
Mr. Millar thinks, upon examination,. it will be found that 
this opinion is contrary to the real ftate of the fa&. He ob- 
ferves, in fupport of this affertion, that during the whole 
period from the Norman Conqueft to the time of Edward the 
Firft, while the barons were exerting themfelves with fo mach 
vigour, and with fuch apparent fuccefs, in reftraining the 
powers of the crown, thofe powers were, neverthelefs, con- 
tinually advancing ; and the repeated conceflions made by the 
fovereign, had no farther effeét than to prevent his authority 
from increafing fo rapidly as it might otherwife have done. 
For a proof of this remark, the author appeals to the charters 
themfelves ; from which, if examined according to their dates, 
it will appear that the nobility were daily becoming more mo- 
derate in their claims; and that they fubmitted, in reality, 
to a gradual extenfion of the prerogative; though, by more 
numerous regulations, they endeavoured to reftrain the wanton 
abufes of it. 
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In explaining in what manner the changes produced in the 
reign of William the Conqueror affected the ftate of the na- 
tional council, our author juftly confiders as the moft import- 
ant circumitance, the power of making peace and war. During 
the Anglo-Saxon government, this power was invariably pof-_ 
feffed by the wittenagemote; but after the Conquelt it -was 
transferred to the fovereign, with whom it has ever fince 
remained. 

Mr. Millar has adduced fufficient arguments to evince that 
the Englifh monarchs, after the Norman Conqueft, were far 
from poffeffing an abfolute authority ; and that the conftitu- 
tion, notwithftanding the recent exaltation of the crown, itill 
retained a great portion of the ancient ariftocracy. As the 
national council, compofed of the nobility or great proprietors 
of land, was invefted with the legiflative power, including 
that of impofing taxes, and with the power of diftributing 
juftice in the laft refort, it enjoyed, of courfe, the right of 
controuling and directing the fovereign in the moft important 
parts of adminiftration. 

Our author defcribes, with accuracy, the ordinary courts of 
juftice after the Norman Conquett, and the gradual progrefs of 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiction and authority ; taking afterwards a 
general view of the kingly power, from the reign of Edward I, 
to that of Henry VII. and the hiftory of the parliament in 
the fame period. Though his refearches, however extenfive, 
muft yet leave it undetermined at what precife time the burs 
geffes and the knights of the fhire made their firft appearance 
in parliament ; he traces, in a fatisfactory manner, the origin 
of reprefentation in England. He obferves, in the Great Char- 
ter of king John it is ordained, that the archbifhops, bifhops, 
earls, and greater darons, fhall be fummoned to the meetings 
of parliament by particular letters from the king ; and that 
all other perfons, holding immediately of the crown, fhall 
receive a general citation from the king’s bailiffs or theriffs, 
Our author remarks with refpe& to this diftinétion, that 


‘ The effect of a regulation for fummoning the {mall barons 
to parliament by a general citation only, was to place them 
in greater ob{curity, and to encourage their defertion, by giv- 
ing them reafon to hope that it would pafs without obfervation. 
In fuch a fituation, however, where a complete and regular at~ 
tendance was not to be expected, and where each individual 
was endeavouring to excufe himfelf, and to throw as much as 

fible of the burden upon his neighbours, an agreement 
would naturally be fuggetted to the inhabitants of particular 
diftri@s, that they fhould relieve and fucceed each other by 
turns, in the performance of this duty ; and thus contribute ta. 
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their mutual eafe and advantage, by fharing among them an 
inconvenience which they could not entirely avoid. Of thefe 
joint meafures, it was an obvious improvement, that, inftead 
of a vague and uncertain rotation, particular perfons, who ap 
peared the beft qualified for the tafk, and were moft willing 
to undertake it, fhould be regularly elected, and fent, at the 
common expence, to reprefent their conftituents in parliament, 
Nor can it be doubted that the king would be highly pleafed 
with fuch an expedient, by which he fecured a proportion of 
the {mall barons in the ordinary meetings of the national coun- 
cil, and which did not hinder him from convening a greater 
number on extraordinary occafions. 

‘ In this manner the knights of fhires appear to have been 
firft introduced into parliament. ‘The date of this remarkable 
event cannot be fixed with precifion ; bu: it was undoubtedly 
as early as the reign of Henry the Third. The divifion of 
counties produced a feparate affociation among the crown. vafs 
fals, in each of thofe diftrits, for electing their own reprefent- 
atives, ‘The number of thefe appears to have been originally 
precarious, and probably was varied in different emergencies, 
On different occafions we meet with four knights called from 
each county; but they were gradually reduced to two, the 
dmalleft number capable of confulting together for the intereft 
of their conftituents. ) 

¢ The fame changes in the fate of the nation, which contrie 
buted principally to the rife of the knights of fhires, introduced 
likewile the burgeffes into parliament. 

© By the ddvancement of agriculture, the peafants, in man 

parts of Europe, had been’ gradually emancipated from flavery, 
and been exalted fucceflively to the condition of farmers, of 
tenants for life, and of hereditary proprictors. In confequence 
of the freedom attained by this inferior clafs of men, a great 
proportion of them had engaged in mechanical employments ; 
and, being colle¢ted in towns, where the arts were moft con- 
veniently cultivated, had, in many cafes, become manufaéturers 
and merchants. ‘Lhe fituation of thefe manufa¢turing and 
trading people enabled them, after the diforders which prevailed 
in Europe had in fome meafure fubfided, to make a rapid pro- 
grefs in improving their circumftances, and in acquiring various 
immunities and privileges. By mutual emulation, and by the 
influence of example, the inhabitants of the fame town were 
excited to greater induftry, and to the continued exertion of 
their talents; at the fame time that they were in a capacity of 
uniting readily for mutual defence, and in fupporting their 
common intereft, Being originally the tenants or dependents 

either of the king or ot fome particular nobleman, upon whofe 
demefne they refided, the fuperior exated ftom them not only 
a rent Jor the lands which they poffeffed, but various tolls aud 
duties tor the goods which they exchanged with their, neigh- 
bours, Thefe exactions, which had been at firft precarious, 


were 
3 








Millar’s Hiftorical View of the Englifb Government. 5 


were gradually afcertained and fixed, either by long cuftom, 
or by exprefs regulations. But, as many artifices had, no doubr, 
been frequently practifed, in ‘order to elude the payment of 
thofe duties, and as, on the other hand, the perfons-employed 
' in levying them were often guilty of oppreffion; the inhabitants 
of particular towns, upon their increafing in wealth, were in- 
duced to make a bargain with the faperior, by which they un- 
dertook to pay a certain yearly rent in the room of all his occas 
fional demands : and thefe pecuniary compofitions, being found 
expedient for both parties, were gradually extended to a longer 
period, and at Jaft rendered perpetual. 

‘ An agreement of this kind appears to have fuggefted the 
firft idea of a borough, confidered as a corporation. Some of 
the Principal inhabitants of the town undertook to pay the fu- 
perior’s yearly rent; in confideration of which, they were per- 
mitted to levy the old duties, and became refponfible for the 
funds committed to their care. As managers for the community, 
therefore, they were bound to fulfil its obligations to the fupe- 
rior; and, by a natural extenfion of the fame principle, it came 
to be underftood that they might be profecuted for all its debts 5 
as, on the other hand, they obtained, of courfe, a right of 
profecuting all its debtors. The fociety was thus viewed an the 
light of a body politick, or fictitious perfon, capable of legal 
deeds, and executing every iort of traniaction by means of cer- 
tain truftees or guardians. 

* This alteration in the ftate of towns was accompanied with 
many other improvements. They were now generally in a cone 
dition to difpenfe with the proteétion of their fuperior; and 
took upon themfelves the burden of keeping a guard, to defend 
them againft a foreign enemy, and to fecure their internal tran 
quillity. Upon this account, hefide the appointment of their 
own adminiitrators, they obtained the privilege of electing 
magiitrates, for diftributing jaftice among them. They became, 
in a word, a fpecies of foccage tenants, with this remarkable 
peculiarity i in their favour, that by remaining in the itate of a 
corporation from one generation to another, they were not 
liable to the incidents belonging to a fuperior, upon the tranf- 
miffion of lands to the heirs of a vaffal. 

‘ When the towns, under the immediate proteCion of the 
king, had been incorporated, and, of courfe, exalted into the 
rank of crown-vafials, it was agreeable to the general fyftem 
of the feudal policy, that they fhould have a voice in the na- 
tional council: and, more efpecially, when extraordinary aids, 
befide their conftant yearly rent, were demanded from them, 
as well as from the other tenants in capite, that they fhould 
have an opportunity of refufing or confenting to thefe demands, 
Their attendance in that aflembly was, at the fame time, of 
advantage to the fovereign, and even more fo than that of the 
{mall barons; for the trading people, of all the inferior part 
of the nation, were the mof liable to be infulted and oppreffed 
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by the nobles, and were of confequence proportionably attached 
to the monarch, who had found his account in protecting and 
fupporting them. 
 £ Tt was impoffible, however, that all the members of every 
royal borough fhould affemble in order to deliberate upon the 
bufinefs of the nation; and in this, as well as in the feparate 
concerns of each refpeCtive community, it was natural for them 
to commit the adminiftration to particular commiffioners or re- 
prefentatives. Jn England, accordingly, it appears that, after 
the boroughs had been incorporated, and had been raifed, by 
their trade, to a degree of confideration and independence, 
they began to fend reprefentatives into parliament. ‘The 
records of parliament, as has been before remarked, during 
feveral reigns after the Norman Conqueft, have not been pre- 
ferved ; fo that it is no lefs uncertain at what precife time the 
burgefles, than at what time the knights of fhires, made their 
firft appearance in that aflembly; but as thofe two events pro- 
ceeded from the fame caufe, the advancement of commerce and 
manufactures, it is probable that they were nearly coeval.’ 
_ From a connected view of the different countries of Europe, 
during the period now under examination, our author thinks 
it is hardly poflible to entertain a doubt, that the reprefenta- 
tives in the Englifh parliament were introduced in the man- 
ner, and from the caufes, which have been fpecified. We 
perfeétly agree with him in this opinion, notwithftanding the 
filence of the hiftorians of thofe times on the fubje&. It is 
reafonable to imagine that the change was produced gradually, 
and had, therefore, not been confidered in the light of an 
innovation. | 
_ The author traces, with the fame judicious fpirit of in- 
quiry, the divifion of parliament into two houfes, and the 
peculiar privileges acquired to each houfe; with the manner 
of ele€ting the national reprefentatives. He defcribes, with 
the fame accurary, the alterations in the ftate of the ordinary 
courts of juitice; the eftablifhment of the courts of common 
Jaw at Wefiminfter ; the petty jury, and the grand jury; the 
circumftances which prevented the civil law from being fo 
much incorporated in the fyftem of Englifh jurifprudence, as 
in that of other European countries; the rife of the court of — 
Chancery. He next difplays the circumftances which pro- 
moted commerce, manufaétures, and the arts, in modern Eu- 
rope, and particularly in England. ‘Thefe circumftances, he 
obferves, were the three following, namely, the invention of 
the mariner’s compafs; the difcovery of America, with the 
opening of a paflage to the Eaft-Indies by the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and the violent fhock given, by the Spanifh govern- 
ment, to the trading towns of the Netherlands, 
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Through the whole of this volume, Mr. Millar inveftigates 
the changes in the conftitution of the Englifh government with 
clearnefs and ability ; fhewing the gradual advancement of the 
authority of the crown, from the conqueft to the extinction of 
the houfe of Tudor; under which princes it had attained its 
higheft elevation in this country. His obfervations are every 
where fupported by reafon and probability; and, though not 
always confirmed by hiflorical evidence, are yet never repug- 
nant to its teftimony, when-that is authentic. The ftyle of 
the work, in general, is perfpicuous: it has vigour without 
ftiffnefs ; and, without the {malleft appearance of affected embel- 
lifhment, is not undiftinguifhed for elegance. Almoft the 
only blemifh which occurs, is a redundancy of expreffion, fuch 
as throughout the whole, more univerfal; the one extending to 
the people who lived upon his own eftate; the other, &c. 
The term vindicated offences, feems to be rather a Latin than 
an Englifh idiom. 





Remarks on the Travels of the Marquis de Chaftellux, in North 


America. 8vo. 25. Wilkie. 


HESE Remarks are written with much fpirit and energy : 

in many inftances the author {peaks from his own know- 

Jege, and feems to have been with the Englifh army in Ame- 
rica, if he did not bear a diitinguifhed commiffion in it, 


‘ I know, fays he, in the profperous fituation of the Britith 
affairs in 1777, and before the unhappy event at Trentown, 
that Bowes Read, a brother of governor Read, crofled the 
Delaware from Penfylvania, and took, with the prefcribed 
forms, a Britifh protection from a Heflian officer, 1 believe 
colonel Donop, at the fame time he requefted one for his bro- 
ther the governor, which colonel Donop declined giving him, 
unlefs he fhould appear in perfon. Soon after Bowes Read 
acted himfelf in a civil employment in the flate of New Jer- 
fey ; and the governor, it is well known, as the marquis ob- 
ferves, ‘* publifhed and exaggerated the offers that were made 
him by governor Johnfon, and attained his end of playing a 
leading part in the country.” 


He detects, in many places, the mifreprefentation of the 
marguis, and the more fatal, becaufe more oblique, infinu- 
ations of the tranflator. His oppofition is often coloured with 
a juft indignation, and fupported by extenfive knowlege, and, 
no common ability. In more than one initance we fee, with 
pleafure, our obfervations fupported by the coinciding fenti- 
ments of this very intelligent author. We thall felect a {pee 
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cimen, and it fhall be one in which fome information is con- 
veyed, 

_ * I beg now the attention of the readers of the marquis de 
Chaftellux’s Travels, to the numbers of Britith and Irith whom 
the tranflator’s notes point out as holding the higheft poits in 
America; and to his obfervation that the latter pofleffed as 
much energy at leaft, and ferved that country ‘* with as much 
enthufiafm in the cabinet and the field as the native Ameri- 
cans ; and, to {peak with the late lord Chatham, they infufed 
a portion of new health into the conftitution.”” Attend alfo 
to his remark on Mr. Wafhington’s army, for it is a true one; 
** this army was compofed of all nations; yet they feem to be 
pervaded but by one fpirit, and fought and a¢ted with as much 
enthufiafm and ardour as the moit enlightened and determined 
of their leaders.’? What inferences fhall we deduce from this 
account ? Shall we fay that thefe Irifh leaders, that this army 
was pervaded with that true fpirit of liberty, which is the re- 
fult of liberal education and of virtuous principles, of a cook 
judgment anda warm heart; and that it was called forth to 
action by individual difcernment in the one, and perfonal 
fufferings in the other? Or fhall we fay that the former were 
reftlefs adventurers ; who, having nothing to lofe, had nothing 
to rifk: and who, from *< foal beginnings,” aimed at the 
poffefiions of the loyalifts? That the latter, an aflemblage of 
all nations, were collected together from neceflity, coalefced 
through fear of punifhment, and were preferved in their union 
by fevere and uniform difcipline ? Theie are the faCs—Their 
army was under a more than Pruffian difcipline; I {peak not 
of its mode, but of its fpirit; and nothing lefs than fuch a 
difcipline could poflibly have held together the cutcafts of 
Europe, and the banditti of theuniverfe. I detraé&t not from 
the worldly wifdom of their leaders; 1 controvert their claims 
to public virtue and integrity: I admire the fpirit and ability 
of Romulus ; but 1 deteft his fratricide, and the principles of 
his companions. 

‘ To underftand, and to account for this difcipline, it is 
neceflary to remark that the civil government of the feveral 
ftates was infinitely fubdivided, and diffufed throughout the 
whole continent; that by this the militia was called out into 
the field, and the.continental army was ready to punifh, and in 
many cafes did feverely punith, any delay in obeying its fum« 
mons. The-militia once out, it formed an horizon round 
their camps, as ufeful in a military view to prevent furprizes, 
as the light troops of an European army ; but their utility 
was of higher import, they greatly prevented defertion, from 
the ae fituation of the armies difficult in itfelf, and 
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atting on the principles of felf-intereft, they effectually checked 
marauding, that bane of.all armies. The civil government, 
jn the mean time, fined, whipt, banifhed, and hung without 
mercy, all who oppofed their refolutions ; they feized the prefs 
throughout America, and in the moft infamous manner ma- 
naged it to their purpofe ; they moulded many to their views 
by inflaming their paflions; to fome they fold the properties 
of the loyalifts at a low price, who thenceforward became ate 
tached to their intereft; others were connected to it through 
fear of punifhment, or dread of retribution: and the whole 
force of America, civil and military, combined to place in 
Mr. Wafhington’s hands a more fevere, fyftematic, and uni- 
form mode of difcipline over his mercenary army, than any 
European potentate in time of war can avail himfelf of.’ 


From this account, and from the jealoufies of thefe, no- 
minally, United States, he renders it very clear, that Mr. 
Wafhington, had his ambition predominated over his pru- 
dence, could not have kept his command, or exercifed it ta 
procure his own aggrandifement. He more wiiely retired to 
his eftate, and improved the breed of his mules; for which 
purpofe the king of Spain has, we find, fent him over a large 
jack-afs. We hope the wits will not ftyle it an ambaffador, 
becaufe that is commonly a reprefentative, : 

The political addrefs to Mr. Jefferfon, at the conclufion, 
deferves his attention: it contains many marks of knowlege 
and information, though delivered in a ftyle fomewhat too de- 
fultory. On the whole, we have been highly pleafed with this 
pamphlet, and would recommend it to be bound with the 
marquis’s Travels. Its fize and margin are, we perceive, 
adapted to it; and its contents contain an excellent antidote 
so the poifons diffufed through that performance. 
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FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
(Continued from vol. \xiii. p. 468.) 


? f ‘HE experiments which we formerly mentioned, from the 

memoir of the abbé Cavanilies, on the method of mak- 
ing cords from fome fpecies of mallows, have, we find, been 
continued ;, and paper has been made from the common mal- 
lows, by M. de 1’Ifle, as well as from the barks of many other 
vegetables. Though this author follows the abbé, in our acs 
counts, yet we underftand that he is not indebted to him for 
the invention, fince he has been employed in experiments on 
the fubjeét for many years. Thefe new papers are very 
proper for hangings, fince their colours are uncommon, fixed, 
and unalterable; they will diminith too the price of rags; 
which, 
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which, in this country, we are obliged to procure from the 
continent. England confumes more paper than the furnifhes in 
rags; but we fuppofe this may arife rather from the great con- 
famption of the former than the defe& of the latter. We 
fhall fubjoin the judgment of the Academy of Sciences on the 
utility of this invention: it is figned by Lavoifier, Sage, and 
Bertholet. 

* It is not probable that the paper of M. de V’Ifle will be 
fubftituted for that made from rags, either for the purpofe 
of printing or writing. Yet paper from the mallows may 
be ufed for thefe purpofes, if we can judge from a volume 
printed on it, prefented to the Academy.—The great utility of 
M. de |’Ifle’s invention is for furniture, which confumes a great 
quaatity of rags; and his papers have a natural hue, much 
more folid than can be given by colouring matter, and this hue 
may ferve as a ground for other drawings. M. de |’Ifle thould, 
we think, be encouraged to purfue his experiments, which, we 
have reafon to expect, may be, in the end, very ufeful: by 
his zeal, aétivity, and knowlege, he will probably contribute 
to render the art of making paper more perfect; in this art he 
is much engaged, and his attempts, which he has fhown to the 
Academy, merit its praifes.’ 

‘here is another clafs of plants, from which cloth and, per- 
haps ultimately, paper may be made, with which we have been 
hitherto unacquainted, viz. the brooms. The fpecies which 
has-been employed is the fpartium junceum, the Spanith 
broom, though it is a'fo a native of the fouth of France, not 
very uncommon in our Englifh gardens, and a plant that would 
probably thrive on our hills and rocky grounds. It is proba- 
ble that our own broom, the fpartium fcoparium, would not 
be very unfit for the purpofe. 

In Lower Languedoc, they fow the broom on the drieft 
places, on flight declivities, and on ftony ground, where no 
other plant will grow. It forms, in fome years, a vigorous 
fhrub, whofe roots infinuate into the interftices of the ftones, 
become fo many connecting media which unite thefe loofe 
bodies, and fix the vegetable earth, that the leaves of the plant, 
oF other caufes may collect. When the ground is very bad, 
other plants, particularly the dipfacus fativus, is fown with it; 
and this addiuonal vegetable not only contributes to collect the 
earth, but in fome degree defrays the expence of the culti- 
vations - 

The method of cultivating the broom we cannot enlarge on, 
bet muit refer our readers to M. Bruffonel’s memoir, in which 
it is particularly defcribed. Its branches furnifh thread, of 
which linen is made; or they are of fervice as a nourifhment 
for cattle in the winter. The flax is collected from the young 
plants, made into bundles, dried in the fun, beat with a flat 
board, and macerated in water for four hours. The bundles 
are then put into a trench, watered every day, sonenen, wairl 
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ftraw, and fuffered to rot for nine days. They.are next wahed 
again and beat, by which the flax is feparated, and then it is 
dried. ‘Two kinds of cloth are faid to be made of this broom: 
the fine fort is foft and pliable; and our author thinks that it 
would be as‘ fine as other linen, if it were more carefully {pune 
If this plant bears our climates with eafe, it may be very ufeful, 
fince it will grow on ftony or fandy ground, where few other 
vegetables can be cultivated to any advantage. It may be 
added, thac bees are very fond of its flowers, and that they 
contain the fubitance of honey feemingly in great proportion. 
ca * * * 


We perceive that the Linnzan doctrine of deriving the itch 
from infe&ts, is again revived in Germany, ‘by Dr. Wichman, 
phyfician at Hanover. So far indeed as this dottrine relates to 
the itch, it is not peculiar to Linnzus; but he endeavoured to 
extend it, and give it force, by a differtation publifhed under 
his patronage, and re-pablifhed in the Ameenitates Academica, 
with many fimilar obfervations. It may not be amifs in this 
place to mention, that this very ufefal work has been lately 
extended by Schreiber, by the addition of two new volumes. 
The fir of thefe contain the differtations, which are pretty 
certainly known to have been written by Linnzus; the fecond, 
thofe of which he wrote a part, and for which he at leaft fur- 
nifhed the facts and the arguments. ‘T’his work has lately fold 
at a high price, which muft now>be neceffarily diminifhed, if 
it be not rendered completes. We fhall take an opportunity of 
giving the titles of the diflertations in thefe volumes, becaufe 
they are almoft entirely unknown in England. We cannot, in 
our contracted limits, give any full account of their contents.— 
But to return. 

Dr. Wichman, though he attributes this difeafe to infeéts, 
differs from Linnzus in the defcription of the animals, and in 
their feat. The northern naturaliit called them acari, and made 
no great diftinction between them and the animals in meal or 
cheefe : indeed he derives the difeafe often from the fprinkling 
parts, excoriated, with meal (Ameenit.vol. v. pegs). He thinks 
too, that their refidence is not in the puftule, but at fome di- 
{tance from it; for that the puftale is only the receptacle of its 
ova. It is not, however, in the yellow abfcefles that we are 
told to look for the acarus, but in the little white puftules which 
appear at firft. In thefe, an experienced eye can perceive a 
{mall white point, which, taken on the point of a lancet, 
moves diitinéily. Before the formation of the little pufule, 
the animal is found on the fkin, ina little red furrow, and it 
may there be feen in greater numbers than in the puftule. 
Sometimes they form little canals, which terminate in the 
greater pultules. Notwithitanding the difference between our 
author and Linnzus, this laft obfervation feems to prove that the 
latter. had fome foundation for his remarks. On the whale, 
this caufe, though illuftrated by a particular defcription of the 
xa infeet, 
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infect, and a plate, is probably without foundation : at leaft 
‘there is one fact which ftrongly oppofes it, viz. that ina weak 
ftate of the conftitution the difeafe will not appear; but, after 
fome months lying dormant, on the recovery of ftrength, the 


red fiery puftules will break out. It might be imagined that 


the éggs require a greater heat than the conftitution at that 
‘time could afford, to be brought to maturity, if it were not 
that the degree of animal heat was very ftationary, m very dif- 
ferent fituations, and that the itch does not appear, even though. 
the perfon was confined to bed. 

On the fubiect of infeéts we can with more pleafure an- 
mounce a pofthumons work of M. Muller. It is to contain three 
hundred and feventy-nine new kinds of amimalcules, produced 
from infufions, comprifed in ninety-feven genera. The work 
is to be illuftrated by G&gures of thefe animals, fome of which 
‘are coloured. . 

The abbé Poiret has alfo publifhed a memoir on the new in- 
fe&ts which he difcovered in his travels into Barbary and Nu- 
midia: we fhall give a fhort account of that part which has 
reached us. 

Locufts, fo fatal to the harvefls of Europe, form, he tells 


‘-usy in the fpring, in Barbary, clouds fo thick, that the tra- 


veller is greatly incommoded by their tumaltuous flight. But 
the amazing fertility of the country renders their depredations 
of little confequence, and often fcarcely perceptible. They 
have befides a crowd of enemies, which diminifh their number. 
Though naturally herbivorous, they often fight with each 
other, and the congueror devours the vatrquifhed. They are _ 
-the prey too of ferpents, lizards, frogs, and the carnivorous birds. 
The abbe found them in the ftomachs of the eagle, and differ- 
ent kinds of owls. The Moors, who are not nice in the choice 
of their food, make little difficulty of eating them: they go 


to hunt them, fry them in oil or butter, and fell them publicly 
at Tunis, at Bonne, &c. It is not furprifing then, that they 


fhould make a part of the food of the prophet when joined 


‘with wild honey, the tafte of which is extremely delicious. 


The ftrongeft and moft voracious of thefe locufts is that which 
our author calls the gryllus Numidicus. In his fyftem he fol- 
lows Fabricius; and his trivial names are chofen very properly, 
either from their country or the irorganization. ‘ G. Numidi- 
cus thorace carinata alis minimis, fquameis, cauda non armata.? 
Our author defcribes it particularly, diftinguifhes it from the 
G. elephas,’figured in Roéfel, and gives an account of its eggs 
and larva. ‘Thefe facts lead him into a curious difquifition, 
and fuggefts a proper diftinction between the different kinds of 
Jocufts. As the Numidian locuft lays its eggs in the fand, it 
wants not the long dart which other locufts poffefs, To per- 
‘forate the fand, it can elongate and retract its rings, it can 
turn its body as on a pivot, in which operation its wings, if 
‘they had been long, would have been a material impediment. 
re Thefe 
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Thefe remarks led our author to obferve other locufts, and 
he conltantly found their organization adapted to the method 
and the places in which they lay their eggs. Thofe’ ep 
fefs the dart, lay them in a glutinous earth, which that inftra- 
ment perforates. During the operation it opens, and, as it is 
grooved on each fide within, the egg flides down along the 
grooves, and is depofited in the hole made by the dart. ‘Thofé 
which have jong wings and no dart, lay them on the bare 
ground; but they cover them with a glutinous fubftance, which 
fixes them to the earth, and prevents their being injured either 
by the winds or by moifture. The flracture of their bodies is 
not, therefore, a circumftance of little importance, and it may 
probably furniih the outline of a natural arrangement, depend- 
ing chiefly on their habits of life. It may afford alfo hints to 
the farmer for their deitruction ; fince, when he knows the time 
of their laying, or the fituation of their eggs, he may deftroy 
the devourers of his crop at once. 

A particular. variety of this genus, which the author men- 
tions, is the G. N. cruentatus toto corpore maculis fanguineis 
cooperto. "Fhe red {pots with which this infe&t 1s covered, lead 
us at firft.to fufpe& that he is bloody, and torn with wounds. 
The claws and antennz are only greenifh, The abbé feems 
certain that this is a diftin& variety ; for he is aware that fomé 
- fpecies of infects, at different periods, affume different hues. 

The next new infect is the * fphex maxillofa, nigra, abdo- 
mine petiolato, violaceo apice fulvo, alis hyalinis fulvis- ante- 
rioribus apice violaceis, maxillis arenatis, acutis, longitudine 
& forma capitis.” This beautiful infect, which refembles, in 
fome degree, the wafp, was found caught in a {pider’s web, 
which it had imprudently attacked, as it feeds on fpiders or 
the Jarve of infeéts, which it ki'ls, and depofits its eggs in 
their bodies. With its two hind feet it then makes a hole ia 
the earth; in it he places the corpfe which contains his family, 
and clofes the aperture very carefully. When the infects are 
hatched they find their food ready prepared, and they do not 
quit their prifon ull they are arrived at perfeclion. He did not 
find this infect in any other place: its characters were fo parti- 
cular, that. our author was tempted to make it a new genus; 
oo he acted properly, for it greatly refembles the {phex of 

abricius, | > oo 2 

The laft which we fhall now defcribe is the culex argenteus, 
dorfum fquamis argenteis exornatum, pedibus fafciatis. This 
 infed&t was dettroyed, but the defcription is preferved. It is the 
moft common gnat in Barbary, of the fize of ours, but fo richly 
ornamented, that its wounds may be almoft pardoned for the 

leafure of admiring it. Its whole body, particularly its back, 
is covered with filver fcales, placed on it as fo many round and 

brillians fpangles. Its feet are adorned, alternately, with browa 
and filver bands, ; : 
| Io 

























































64 Poreron Lirerary INTELLIGENCE. 


* = * * 


In.a polifhed nation, where the fine arts are cultivated and 
brought. to the greatett height, thofe circumitances which.add 
to the beauty, are of as much importance as thofe which in- 
creafe the utility, of any work. The Englith boaft of their 
Bafkerville ; and the French have Jately produced an impreflion 
of Telemachus,, perhaps with his types, whofe beauty is, ‘we 
think, unequalled. While we. were admiring. the beautiful 
polith of the paper, we received the account, or rather the 
propofals, which we fhall now fhortly mention. It is obferved 
that to give a glofs to paper, is to bring it into the ftate it was 
before’ it was printed ; in other words, to deftroy the roughnefs 


and the marks of the.impreffion. This is not the whole: fome-_ 


thing is evidently added, and a glofs muft be given, either by 
prefiure or a very tranfparent varnifh. ‘The preffure has been 
given either by flicking ftones, cylinders, or a hammer. The 
two firft elongate the paper, and alter the proportion of the 
Jetters: the third gives an unequal impreffion. In. the new 
method, and in the new edition of Telemachus, the appear- 
ance of the paper is {mooth, white, and uniform: it affumes 
almoft the look of: vellum: the thicknefs is Jeffened, and the 
deniity increafed, fo that each page is clofely applied to: thofe 
which precede and follow it, and the duit is wholly excluded. 
Bakerville gave his paper a polifh; but this is faid greatly to 
exceed it. The. price is inconfiderable, fix deniers (about a 
farthing) per fheet. 


* * * Dd 


We fhall conclude our mifcellaneous intelligence with an ac- 
count of fome new works which we expett.foon to receive from 
the continent, and fome juft now publithed. v 

Mr. G. Forfter, profeffor of natural hiitory and botany at 
Wilna, has lately publifhed at Gottingen, a Prodromus Flo- 
rule Infularum Auttralium. It confifts of feven Sheets in oc- 
tavo; and he promifes us that it thall be followed by a defcrip- 
tion of the plants which he has brought from the South-fea 
iflands, if the fale is likely to pay his expences. Many of thefe 

lants are unknown, and were difcovered in the voyage which 
he made with his father and Dr. Sparmann, ‘They are to be 
illuftrated with plates, and are ranged according to the Linnzan 
fyftem, from the edition of Dr. Murray.. This work will pro- 


bably be precluded by the plates of fir Jofeph Banks, of which 


Goo plates were faid to be finifhed fome time fince: the whole 

was to confilt of 700. 
There is a vaft work in the courfe of publication at Berlin, 

by M. Hermann, counfellor of the emprefs of Ruffia,’ on the 


Philofophy, Oeconomy, Mineralogy, Chemiftry, &c. of the - 


Ruffians. It is faid to contain much original information : the 
firft volume has only yet appeared ; but it is to be RRO 
The 
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The firft volume of a Series of Experiments on the Regene; 
ration of the Parts of Living Bodies, is publifhed at Gottin-. 
gen. This volume is on the. Regeneration of the Nerves,, 
which, in the author’s hands, did not fucceed; and he con- 
fiders the experiments which have been produced on this fubje&, 
by other phyfiologilts, as delufive. This Series is, we find, to 
be continued. : 

.Dr. Ingenhouz has tranflated his Experiments on Veget- 
ables, and enriched it with many valuable additional trials, by 
which he is faid to have anfwered the objections of his oppo, 
nents. -He promifes a fecond volume, which, from the fpeci- 
mens that have been publifhed in the Journal de Phyfique,. 
we think will be an important work : he promifes alfo new exe 
periments and obfervations on different fubjeéts of natur 
philofophy. | 

We have already announced the fifth volume of the Phyfique 
du Monde, and given a concife account of it. The fecond part 
of the volume, containing a continuation of the former fubject,. 
has lately appeared. In this part the fentiments of living au- 
thors, on heat and fire, are examined. To tieir opinions, the 
author adds fome obfervations, which he modeitly ftyles doubts, 
that may have arifen from his mifapprehenfions ; and thefe he 
hopes they will take an opportunity of explaining. M. Mari- 
vets and M. Gouffier have not yet explained their own opinion ; 
but they feem evidently to derive the phenomena of heat from 
fome univerfal fluid pervading every thing, and the caufe of 
every active appearance. The fame authors, in their Introduc- 
tion to the fecond part of the Phyfique du Monde, or rather 
their Profpectus to an Hydrographical Map of France, recom 
mend ftrongly the eftabliihment of an interior navigation, by 
means of canals, and point out the places which may be united 
by their affiftance: : 





Kongl. Vetenfkaps, Sc. Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
of Stockholm, for 1785. 8vo0. (Concluded from vol. \xuil. p. 468.) 


E mutt now continue our account of the labours of the 
fociety at Stockholm, and fhall include the third and 
fourth trimeftre of the laft volume. 

The firft article, in the third trimeftre, is adefcription of the 
lacerta bimaculata, by Dr. Sparmann, with an engraving. — Its 
tail is flender, and indented; of twice the length of the body. 
lt is marked with two large black fpots on the fhoulders » and the 
toes are furnifhed with webs, like the guecco. 

The fecond article, by M. Melander-Hielm, gives a folution 
of a differential equation of the fecond degree, which is of confe- 
quence in the determination of fome problems relating. to the 
motion of bodies. 

The third article is on the earth of rhubarb, which we had occa- 
fion to enlarge on fome months fince, when we were purfuing the 
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improvements that had been made inchemiltry. It is a very im- 
portant ftep, which wiil probably lead to a curious and ufeful 
enquiry into the conftituent parts of ‘the vegetable fabftances 
ufed in medicine ; and explain, in a fatisfaétory manner, the 
changes produced by compofitions. | 

~ The baron:Clas Aftroemer weaves the cotton for the wicks of 
lamps ina plain flat form, and finds that they give ‘no offence 
from ‘the fmoke: The cylindrical tubes, which we ufe in our 
patent lamps, have al! the advantages of this method, and at the 
fame time afford a greater body of light. He compares his 
wicks. with “the round ‘ones, but he does not mean thofe which 
ave hollow. It is not therefore ‘by ufing fpermaceti that fmoke 
i8 avoided ; for our author, in his lamps, employed ‘the oil of 
herrings, without perceiving any offenfive fmell. 

M. Gueyer, in the following article, gives the defcription ofa ) 
machine, which he employed i in his’ experiments on fufion, by 
means of pure ‘air, together with’ a’ plate. The eaperiipents 
were defcribed in our lait Number. 

The fisth article, by M. Lexel; is on the appligation of fome 
differentials of the roots of the fourth degree, to the arcs of cir- 
cles, and to logarithms. 

“"M. Odhelius, in the feventh article, gives an account of the 
Gperation on’ two venereal cataraéts, with their confequences. 
In one of thefe cafes the pupil, after the opening, retracted, and 
the wounded iris clofed, fo as to deprive the man of fight. In 
the fecond cafe the iris retracted and clofed, though ‘it was not 
wounded; while, in the other eye, the iris, though fo much 
wounded as to admit of the efcape of fome of the vitreotis hu- 
mour, neither retracted nor clofed. In thefe inftances, we per- 
ceive nothing peculiar to the venereal infeétion ; but’ we fee lit- . 
tle fkilfulnefs in the operator. 

The eighth article, by M. Bjcernlunde, is on the ‘virtue of 
the bark of the alpine cherry (the-prunus padus) in-the-venereal 
difeafe. The decoction of this bark has alone cured the.difeafe, 
in flight cafes; and in violent ones it has greatly ailifted the 

operation of mercury. Six or eight ounces of the bark, either 
frefh or dry, aré to be boiled in as many pints of water, till half 
3s evaporated ; and a pint is taken each day, in four equial parts, 
at different hours. The decoétion is {aid alfo to be antifeorburic 
and ftomachic. It may be employed in cutancous eruptions, Cca- 

chexy, and dropfy. 
-. M. Gadolin has given, in the next paper, numerous and 
well-conducted experiments on the abfolute heat of bodies, and 
on its varieties, occafioned by mixture and folution. He has, 
however, added very little to what was formerly known. 

The defcription and plate of the mus pumilis, found by Spar- 
mann near the Cape of Good Hope, are curious. We {hall not 
enlarge on it, becaufe it is figured and defcribed in the tranfla- 
tion of Sparmann’s voyage. The dwarf moufe is the fmallett of 
the viviparous animals. That which was is preferved in fpirits 

{careely 











Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. 6% 
| fcarcely weighed four feruples, though the fpirits.muft have 
added to ‘its weight, Nagpal > Mies nee 
* The elevénth'article, by M. Bjerkauder, gives an account of 
a‘kind of fugar’or honey in fome parts of the red fit, derived 
from flies. “ « hire rice PS ce 
Inthe rwelfth, *M. CEdinann en jaires tnto the caufe of the 
temporary madnefs which feemed ‘to feize, fome. of the ancient 
heroes. In the’ old hiftories of the Northy, under ge of Ber- 
ferkageng, much is faid of a kind of madnefg which céntinued 
butone day. Tt wis, however, poh ; and the hero {éized with 
it refpected nothing eithér animaté or itianimate. It -was attributed 
to the malice df ‘the devil ; but M,. Gidmann ‘fufpects it to be 
owing to fome inebriating deco¢ction ; and, afer comparing 
many narcotic plants: which produce this cfect in a great degree, 
he fixes On a fpeties of mufhroont? Ualed ‘agaticds “Macarius, 
Tt. was ufed by the Oftiacks, the-Samoyedes, and the.Youka- 
uirs, in the dofe of three or four of thefe mufhrooms. | The 
ftiacks ‘could’ béxr but One‘ in fubftance ; but they took three 
in decoction, The drunkennefs which it produces “réfembles 
a furious madnéfs:* it’ lafts twelve’ holts, “and then the perfon 
falls down with fatigue, and fleeps. “9° 0 
* The latt crite contains ten numibers, €xclufive of the will 
of M. Benpt-Bérgius, ‘who has ‘bequeathed to the Academy a 
fedled chet, chutitning twenty voluliies.in quarto. “Théy are 
acolleStion' of fetters and memoirs on the hiltory’ of Sweden ; 
but the bequeft is accompanied by this fingular reftriftion,, that 
they aré nor to be opéned for fifty'years. ‘This may be necef- 
fary; bat we fufpec that it refults father from -caprice, and 
feems ‘to arife from‘a ‘maliciou¥ pleafure of not indulging his con- 
temporaries with thé profpe& of derivisg any value from his col- 
lections, er gis . 
* The fir’ articlé, in the fourth trimefre, is’ M. Nikander’s 
fourth number df the theory of ‘pumps, which aét by attraction, 
_. The.fecond is by. M, Morveau, on the natural folubility of 
quartz. “They could neither ficcéed at Paris nor,at Dijon in ob- 
taining cry {tals like thofe of .M. Achard: yet the author pojnrs 
out, from his own obfervations, the principles which conducted 
M. Achard to the procefs which he employed. He obferves, 
for inftance, ‘that the mountain cryftal, and the quartz, are 
forméd in the moift way; finte fpar, amianthys, and’ particles 
of antimony, are found in the mountain-cryftal, without having 
undergone ‘any alteration.’ The author, among other things, 
has obferved veins of quartz in“ the clefts of mountains of gra- 
nite, and cryftals full of chinks, where the quartz was appa- 
rently diffolved by the action of air’or fire. From whence it 
may be concluded, that fome moifture acts inceffantly on this 
matter, detaches portions froin” it, and eonducts them more or 
lefs pure through bodies that are mort porous, even tn the clefts 
and apertures of the cavities of cryftals ; and that a tlow evapo- 
ration of the {uperfluous menftruum gives them, atlength, their 
” F 2 cryflalline 
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cryftalline form. The principal caufe of this folution appears té 
be the aerial acid, or the water, with which it. is-charged; 
though our author is not entirely of this opinion. After filling a 
bottle with mephitic water, he plunged nine pieces of cryital in 
it, with a little bar of iron.’ After nine months, with the help 
of a microfcope,. he perceived on the iron a little cryftal, of 
equal fides, terminating by a pyramid. “Sa ate = 

The third article, by M.-Gueyer, defcribes the experiments 
made by the Jate M. Swartz, on the different and particular ape 
pearances.obferved in the fufion of fome metals by vital air. 
The fcales of platina, forinftance, unite, and form on the coal a 
button of an obfcure colour, of a fharp nature, .and the mafs is 
attracted by the magnet. On continuing the fire it becomes 
malleable ; it foon/after gives, in confequence of fufion, black, 
{cori like cinders. ‘The calcination of iron is accelerated by 
borax. canine 

M. Thunberg gives next fome remarks on the genus of loxia, 
found at the Cape of Good Hope; and particularly defcribes 
the loxia cafra. pang | “eee 

Some enquiries by M. Bryander follow, on the genus of 
plants called albuca.‘ He adds three new. {pecies, of which 
one, the albuca altiffima,. grows in the botanical garden at 
Stockholm. The two others are named.albuca coarétata and fafti- 
giata. The author even adds, in the fupplement, the albuca 
abyffinica.. (Vide Murray Syftem. Veget. Linnzi, edit. 14. 

- 326.) or i, f 

* M. de Montis gives an account of a new plant of Mariquita, 
in America, called pera arborea.. It is ranged in .the clafs 
dioecia of Linnzus. Its flower has four piftils, and many fta- 
mina, with a fingle petal, bent down, and hanging loofe. An 
engraving is fubjomned de: ew 

M. C&dmann then gives the natural hiftory of, the - falco ha- 
lietus. He defcribes, in fome degree, the whole genus, and 
diftinguifhes it from the eagle. Sane pe re 

The eighth article, by M.Plantin, contains a caloulation of a 
meafure of coal, s | , , 

M. Faxe defcribes, in the ninth, the cafe of a countryman, 
who fell into a confumption after a fever. After he had loft his 
{peech and his ‘external fenfes, and remained twelve years in 
that ftate, he drank of the water of a certain fpring, and felt a 
trembling over his whole body, and was at length cured by the 
rupture of a vein in three different parts of his face. The cafe 
is related indiftinétly, and has too much of the marvellous to 
induce us to hazard a fingle remark. 

The laft article is by M. Bjerkauder. It is the almanack of 
infects for the year 1784. The appearance of many infects is 


pointed out with yery great precifion, as well as the temperature 
of different parts of the year. 
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The Diftreffed Poet, a Serio-Comjc Poem, in three Cantos. By 
George Keate, Efq. 4to. 45. fewed. Dodifley. 
R. Keate, we find, has been engaged in a law-fuit ; and, to 
4 fhew that he has not loft his good-humoar with his caufe, 
he formed a mock-epic on the fabje&t. We own that we did not 
find it very interefting or entertaining, either in the progrefs or 
the event: what law-fuit is fo? The ftory is told obfcurely, and 
the poetical ornaments are not brilliant. Vexation.is intro 
duced to bring on the law-fuit, on the fuggeftion of the Mufes, 
who are fuppofed to refent the neglects of their quondam ad- 
mirer. We fhall fele&t, as a f{pecimen, the author’s remon- 
ftrance to thofe angry fitters, 
‘ Ah, ftop! fair virgins of the lyre!— 
Can fancied flights fuch bofoms fire ! 
Say, can your minds celeftial prove 
Thofe paltry piques which mortals move? 
Or of thofe fprings conceive a notion, 
That fet their dirty tricks in motion ?— 
Daughters of Jove! can you difgrace, 
By fquabbling thus, your royal race ? 
Wile as you are, you want a tutor ; 
Never run down a fingle fuitor, 
Nor treat your fervants cavalierly, 
Who earn, you know, their bread fo dearly. 
Your wageslow, your liveries bare, 
Your houfe-keeping as thin as air ; 
Fame’s their fole vails, their only gain, 
And this they often fue in vain ; 
Nay more, [ll tell you, by the bye, 
You’d be mere nothings in the ty, 
If the poor {cribblers of the earth 
Did not fupport your place and birth. 
Tho’ my aflertion’s bold, tis true, 
“You live by them, not they by you.’ , 


An Apologetic Poftfeript to Ode upon Ode, or a = James’, 
By Peter Pindar, Efq.. 4to. 15 6d. Kearfley. 


_ We are not the only critics who have requefted Peter to 
éurb his Pegafus, and Jay afide his fcourge. He tells the 
world that he is refolved to go on.—As to his attack on kings, 
he muit make his own apology ; and it will be a fufficient {pee 
cimen of this Poftfcript. oe | 
2 ‘ Yet fome approach with apoftolic face, 

And cry, ** O Peter, what a want of grace 
Thus in thy rhyme to roaft a king!” 
I roat a king! by heavw’ns ’tis not a fat 
I {corn fuch wicked and difloyal a&t— 
Who dares affert ‘it, fays ‘a fland’rous thing. 
F 3 ‘ Hear 



















































: 
: 


4 SE 








qo MontTuty CatTaLrocuve, 


” Hear what I have to fay of kings 
If unfublime they deal in childifh things, : 
And yield not, of reform, a ray of hope; 

Each mighty. monafch itraight appears to me 

A roahe#t of. himfelf—Felo de fe— 
L only agt as cook, and difh him up.’ 
_ \We may attempt to frown, while we actually difapproveis 
but the arch wag difcompofes all our gravity, and, in the midik 
of our indignation, we cannot help joining in the general laugh. 
His wit continues almoft unimpair’d: when he feems occafions 
ally dull,,itiis.only by fome fly {neer again to attract attention. 


Infrudtions t6 a’celebratéd Lqureat; alias the Progrefs of Curiofity, 
Esc. &r. By Peter Pindar, Efg. 4to. 25. Od. Kearfley. 


Peter advifes the poet-laureat to celebrate the domeftica fa@a } 
of his gracious fovereign, but he does not felect the moft ad- 
vantageous ones. “The vifit to Mr. Whitbread’s brewery, our 

oet takes as a fubject for his fpecimen; and, if we may be 
allowed the ufe of an old term, in a new meaning, the ode is 
truly Pindaric; in Ais own way, excellent. 


¢ Yes, Tom—mine is the way of writing odes 
Why lifteft thou thy pious eyes to God? 
Strange difappointment in, thy.looks I read ; 
And now I hear thee in proud triumph cry, 
66 Ts this an action, Peter? this a deed 
To raife a monarch to the tky? 
Tubs, porter, pumps, vats, all the. Whitbread throng, ( ) 
Rare things to figure in the Mufe’s fong |” 
Thomas, I here proteft I want no quarrels 
On kings and. brewers, porter, pumps, ‘and barrels 
Far from the dove-like Peter be {uch firife ! 
But this [ tell thee, Thomas,’ for a-fact, 
Thy Cefar never did: ana& «| : 
More wife, more glorious, ‘in his-life, 


Now God preferve al-wonder-hunting kings, 
Whether at Windfor, Buckingham, or Kew-houfe, 
And may they never do more foolifh things 
“Tian-vifiting Sam Whitbread and his brew-houfe.’ 
As this-is Peéter’s beft' apology,-we'have'concluded with tran- : 
fcribing it; ‘and are giad go find that there is ome action in our 
‘nonarch’s life which thisifevere fatirift does not condemn, 


The Progreft of. Myfic : an Ode, occafioned by the grand Celebra- 
~ "Hons at the Abbey. “gatos is. 6d. Keariley. 
A chronological account.of.the moft.eminent muficians, from 
David to Handel! 5 who nd row. 
¢ Taught.the chorus how, to fwell, .. 
Taught vocal energy to.rife,. 
To pierce the roofs. where,feraphs dwell, 
And waft devotion round the ikies,’?__ 


Thefe 
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Thefe lines are not unpoetical, but we meet with few of 
equal merit. | 


The Hiftory of Tobit; a Poem: with other Poems, on various 
Subjects. By Fane Timbury.8v0. 25. Gd. fewed. Jamefon. 


The author appears to pofiefs a pious and well-informed 
mind. We cannot highly praife her poeticai talents, neither 
are they contemptible... Her diction is, in general, eafy and 
‘perfpicuous, but defective in ftrength and animation. 


Poems. “By John Macgilvray, A. M. Mafter of the Grammar 
School of Lefiwithiel. 4to. 45. in Boardss Bew. 


‘ Say, who may meet your wandering fhades 
In Grecian Tempe’s fabled glades, 

Or rather by the banks of Thames, 

Who rolls his proud imperial ftreams 
Through many a maze of rural pleafure, 
The favourite haunts of Attic leifure? 

Ye glorious dead! fuch were your days, 
Thatevery chafteft ear muft praife, 

While fire and harmony combin’d - 

To overcome the ravifh’d mind. 


From this addrefs to the ‘ claffic bards,” it may be conjecs 
tured that Mr. Macgilvray is not remarkable for perfpicunty, 
and an accurate difcrimimation of ideas. With what propriety is 
the epithet ‘* fabled” added to Tempe, a real valley ; or ** At- 
tic leifure” defcribed as refiding on the crowded banks of the 
Thames ? What can be meant by thofe “ days” that require 
*¢ chafte ears” to fpeak in their commendation ; -or a rape come 
mitted on the mind by * fire and harmony” ?—Neither is he 
always perfectly correé&t in regard to his rhymes. ‘* Forbad, 
fhed”—** apace, ceafe?—*’ how, you"—“ give, love” — 
‘* profane, flain” &c. will, we apprehend, notwithitanding the 

erfeverance of fome of this gentleman’s countrymen, never gain 
a legal eftablifhment on this fide the Tweed,—Some paflages, 
particularly of a defcriptive kind, bear marks of genius, but not 
of a very {uperior kind. 


The Odes of Anacreon. Tranflated from the Greck, by the Rev. 
D. H. Urgqubart, M. Av Bv0e. 25. fewed. —Cadell. 


_Anacreon has been repeatedly tranflated, paraphrafed, imis 
tated, and fometimes with fucceis. We therefore rather wonder 
at the prefent undertaking, which has nothing either * new or 
rare’? to recommend it. We ‘have no critical inveftigation of 
Anacreon’s character, ‘hifidry, or that of the times mn which he 
exifted : no obfervations-;. no notes, grammatical,or explanatory, 
to throw fome new Jights,, or additional .embellifbment on a per- 
formance thoroughly ~*¢) haekney’d in the eyes of men.” We 
furely need no guidein.a road fo. peffecily well known, unlefs he 
could point out fome profpects ~~ had cluded the obfervation of 
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eceding travellers. ‘This unfortunately is not the cafe. Mr. 
Sencha {ticks to the beaten path, and ¢ turneth neither to the 
right-hand nor to the left.””—-He is indeed generally faithful to 
the fenfe of the original, but has fuffered its fpirit to efcape 
him. 
Fables; Ancient and Modern: after the Manner of La Fontaine. 
By William Walloeck. 8v0. 35.6d. Debrett. 


The author ftyles himfelf a whimfical and capricious ¢ genius ;’ 
and his long dedication feems to fhew that he deferves the title : 
but it, at the fame time, difplays a good head, and a good 
heart, though he rambles from the claffics to the furniture of a 
circulating library, from the Vinerian profeffor of law to the Re- 
viewers. Mr. Wallbeck is an idolater of Fontaine, and thofe 
who know him are generally fo; but the Fables are not always 
taken from the French author, and his acute, concife, and un- 
expected turns are not always imitated. 


Hoc faltem doleo tibi deéfle Terenti. 
In general, thefe Fables are well related: the eafy good-hu- 


mour of the author pervades his writings, and his morals are 
pointed with great propriety : they have often more force, bee 


caufe they occur unexpectedly in the middle of the narrative, 
We fhall feleé& one of the fhorieft fables as a fpecimen. 


© The Wolf?s Remonftrance. 


* A wolf pafs’d by a fhepherd’s cot, 
Juft as a fheep’s-head fmoking hor, | 
Tongue, brains, and all, was put on table. 
*t Ye two-legg’d animals! (fays he,) 
Is ’t fit ye fhould find fault with me, 
Who are yourfelves fo culpable ? 


When at your feafts ye dine, or fup, 
Ye eat whole geefe and chickens up: 
Oft have I caught you in the fact. 
Nay ;—and J tell you to your face, 
Goody ; I heard you once fay grace 
For fhame !—What,—glory in the act? 


If I—a hungry wolf, alack! 
Now and then take a little fnack, 

Of kid, or calf, or lamb, or mutton ;— 
‘Some cur the neighbourhood alarms ; 
And ye againft me take up arms, 

Becaufe,—forfooth, I am a glutton.” 


As inconfiftent men tow’rds men : 
Yet juft we think ourfelves, as wife. 
Keen enough others faults to ken 
Againft our own we thut our eyes,’ 
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DRAM A'T 10 


The Diftreffed Family; a Drama in Four Ads. Tranhated from 
the French of M.le Mercier. 8vo0. 15. 6d. Elliot. 

The fentimental comedy of the Englith ftage was copied from 
the Comedie Larmoyante of Marmontel; and the Diftreffed 
Family is a play of this kind, in which the tender fair-one may 
indulge in all the luxury of diftrefs and woe. The end, how. 
ever, is happy, and the moral perfect in all its parts. The 
play is indeed pleafing and pathetic, though not adapted for 
our ftage. The tranflation is executed indifferently. The lan- 
guage fcarcely ever rifes to neatnefs : it is fometimes inaccurate ; 
and, in a few inftances, debafed with improprieties {carcely 
tolerated in converfation. 


Harveft-Home. A Comic Opera, in Two Aéts. As performed at 
the Hay- Market. By Mr. Dibdin. 8vo. 1s. Harrifon. 
Thefe pieces are, in general, only vehicles of the mufic; 

but, at this * Harveft Home,’ there is much of the mirth 

and pleafantry ufually. found in fimilar feftivals. There are 
fketches, bold, though flight, of character; there is fpirit in 
the dialogue and common fongs; and even poetry in fome of the 
others. We fufpe& that it is taken from a French petite piece. - 


Songs, Recitatives, Airs, Sc. in the Enchanted Caftle, a Pantomime 
Entertainment. By Miles Peter Andrews, Efg« 8vo. 6d. Bell. 
The man who could colle fuch wretched balderdath as this, 

deferves to be configned to eternal oblivion. | 


MEeEopdpiiICc a kh 


Obfervations on Medical Eledricity. By Francis Lowndes. S8v0. 
1s. 6d. Jamefon. 

Public. If our diforders are more numerous and fevere, we 
have alfo more convenient and efficacious remedies. 

Phyficians How to? | 

Pxzbd. Certainly: it is unfortunate, that our expectations 
from the univerfal medicine of M. Mefmer have failed.‘ It wag 
rejected, becaufe not vifible ; but electricity is an objeét of the 
fenfes, and cures difeafes hitherto efteemed incurable, 

Phyf. You aftonith me. 

Pub. Itisa fad. Of ten genera of difeafes, in this pamph- 
let, commonly efteemed incurable, eight have been cured. 

Phyf. In doubling my aftoniihment, you excite my admi- 
ration for the phyiiian who conducted thefe cures, whofe ho- 
nefty and character will not, I dare fay, permit us to doubt of 
the facts. 

Pub. Do not miftake; Mr. Lowndes cures many more than 
the phyficians. 

Phy/. Mr. Lowndes! I did not know that he was a phyfician. 

Pub. Heisnot; but ftill he cures many difeafes. “He atrefts 
it: his patients atteft it; the world receives the atteitations, 
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' Phyf. Lunderftand you. My aftonifhment is atanend. A 
man, not<a phyfician, has attefted that his patients were epilep~ 
tics, had lumbar abfceffes, locked-jaws, gutte ferene, &c. 
His patients, not better informed, believed what they were told, 
and the public looks on with aftonifhment. The common pro- 
grefs of fimilar attempts! it has followed the fame courfe by fi- 
milar tracks for one thoufand years, and time will only clear up 
the difficulties, : 

The above we have tranflated from a French work, with pro- 
per alterations; and we cannot give a better account of Mr, 
Lowndes’s treatife.—We mean not to fay that electricity is ufe- 
Iefs ; but beyond a fimple ftimulus, of no great efficacy, we have 
not {een its influence extend. Mr. Lowndes’s language is defi- 
cient both in medical and philofophical accuracy. 


A Set of Anatomical Tables, with Explanations, and an Abridg- 
ment of the Practice of Midwifery. By William Svellie, M.D. 
A new Edition, correéled and revifed, with Notes and Illuftra> 
tions, by A. Hamilton, M.D. F.R.S. Svo. 65. in Boards. 
Elliot. 


This is a re publication of Smellie’s Tables, on a reduced 
fcale, and the plates are executed with tolerable clearnefs, we 
need not add accuracy, fince the publication was fuperintended 
by Dr. Hamilton. One plate is added, in which the improved 
forceps, and fome other infruments of lefs importance, are re- 
prefented. References feem to de occafionally added by Dr, 
Hamilton; and the whole is rendered a very ufeful little 
work, : 


at se Sy. 


The Sign given ts Ahaz. A Difcourfe at the Triennial Vifitation 
of the Bifbop of Sarum, Fuly 26, 1786. By Benjamin Blayney, 
B.D. 4to. 1s. Cadeil. 

In our Fifty-firft Volume, p. 190, and again in or laft Vo- 
Jume, p. 437, we have given fome remarks on the very im- 
portant prophecy, which is the fubjeét of this elegant and 
judicious fermon, viz. that contattred in the r4th, r5th, and 
16th verfes of the feventh chapter of the proplrecy of Ifaiah. 
Our author agrees with Mr. Poftiethwaite, thar, inftead of the 
birth of a child being the fign of deliverance to Ahaz, the de~ 
liverance was a conhrmation of the reft of the prophecy. In 
this way the objection which we fuggelted to Dr. Cooper’s ex- 
plication is avoided. ~ In the Other part of the prophecy he dif- 
fers from Mr, Potilethwaite. Butter and honey, he fuppofes, 
were the common’ food ofa province, faid emphatically to 
* flow with milk and honey ;’ and where it is alfo faid, * butter 
and honey“fhall every one eat that is ‘left in the land’ (v. 22.) 
‘The meaning, therefore, in Mr. Blayney’s opinion, feems to 
be, that this child, in his fitdation and circumitances, fhall not 
sife above the common ranks of life, when he fhall obtain the 
iy know- 
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knowlege of-good and evil; <vhen he thall be able to choofe the 


one, and refufe the other. 

In the Appendix, there is a correction of the Differtation, 
publithed in.1775, relating tothe feventy weeks of Daniel. It 
as noticed in our Fortieth Volume, p. 445. ‘The firtt fentence 
in Mr. Blayney’s tranflation, which is extracted in p. 447 of 
the volume. juft:referred.to, may, ‘he thinks, be rendered in 
the following manner. ‘ Weeks fufficient hath it been deter- 
mined againft thy people, and againit thy holy city,’ &c. 

Jam fatis terris Nivis atque dirz 
Grandinis mifit Pater, 
is a fimilar phrafeology, on a fimilar occafion, in Horace. 

It is with fome little difficulty that this meaning is produced; 
and we fufpect that Mr. Blayney prefers his former tranflation. 
He tells us, however, that it has been objected to by perfons 
of learning and judgment; that he has reviewed the paflage, 
and takes this opportunity of correcting it. The correéted fenfe 
is by no means inconfiftent with the general plan of the author’s 
former enquiry. : 


Sermons on various Subjects. By the late Rev. Tho. Francklin, D.D. 
Vol. III, 8vo0.. 75. in Boards. Cadell. 


In our Sixty-firft Volume, p. 174, we have given an account 
of the two former volumes of thefe Sermons. In the adver- 
tifement prefixed to the third volume, the editor modeftly 
expreffes his hope ‘ that the Sermons which it contains will not 
be lefs interefting, or lefs worthy of patronage, than thofe 
of the preceding.’ After a careful examination, we think 
that the fame ordeg and perfpicuity may be difcovered in the 
arrangement, the fame elegance and propriety in the language. 
They are neat, without the affectation of ornament; and in- 
ftructive, without any pretenfions to profound remarks, or cri- 
tical difquifitions. As we have already given a {pecimen of our 
author’s manner, we fhall conclude this article with tran{cribe 
ing the fubjects of the different Sermons. 

‘ Sermon I. On: vifiting the Sick.—II. On Prayer.—III. On 
Vanity.—LV. On the Choice of Company.—V.On a Future 
State.-—VI. On the Uncertainty of Human Happinefs.—VII. 
On Pride and Self-conceit.—VIII. On Unity.—IX. On the 
Pharifaical, Chriftian.—X. On foilowing the Multitude. —XI, 
On Vigilance. —XII, Oa the Omnifcience of God.—XIII, 
Againft Hypocrify.— XIV; On the Sacrament.—XV. On Mea- 
fure for Meafure.—X VI, On Peter.—X VII. On the Thief upon 
the Crofs.’ 

A Letter to Samuel Fohnfon, LL.D. on. the Subject of a Future 
State. By Fobn Taylor, LL.D. gto 15. Cadell, 


Dr. Johnfon had faid, that he would prefer a ftate of torment 
to annihilation ;: and.as this feemed at leaft.to imply that there 
-might, in- his opinion,’ be no future ftatey»Dr. Taylor men- 
tioned the fufpicion to Dr». Johnfon, .as well. as its dangerous 
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tendency; and, in that converfation, at his requeft, promifed 
to arrange his thoughts on the fubjeét. Thefe thoughts were 
contained in a letter, which now appears with fome additions. 
In this form, they may be perhaps ufeful; though we perceive 
nothing new in the arguments, or firiking in the manner in 
which they are enforced. 


An Effay on the Goodne/s of God, as manifefted in the Mifion of 
Jcfus Chri. 8v0. 15. Rivingtons. 

This Effay is. written by Mr. Edward Pearfon, Fellow of 
Sydney-Suffex College, Cambridge; and publithed in” purfu- 
ance of the will of the late Mr. Norris, who infituted an annual 
prize for the beft performance on the fubject. It difcovers good 
fenfe, and a refpectable degree of literary abilities. 


Effay on the Nature and Glory of the Gofpel of Fefus Chrif. By 
Fofcph Bellamy, D. D. I2mMOe IS 6d. Matthews. 
This production, which is founded on Calviniftic principles, 
selates to fome religious controverfies lately prevalent in Ame- 
ricae The author is an opponent of the Antinomian tenets. 


Pilgrim's Progrefs. By Fobn Bunyan. A new Edition, with Notes, 
by G. Burder. 12m0. 35. 6d. Matthews. 

The prefent is a good edition of this celebrated work, in 
point both of paper and copper-plates. A life of the author is 
prefixed, written in Bunyan’s own ftyle ; and the work is like- 
wife accompanied with explanatory and practical notes. 


P O Btls T } © A -L. 
Speech of the Right Hon. Henry Flood, on the Commercial Treaty 


avith France. S8vo. 15. Debrett. 

In this Speech Mr. Flood oppofed the commercial treaty both 
with argument and zeal. But the objet of deliberation has 
now been carried into effect; and time, if the experiment fhould 
‘not be interrupted, will beft determine the confequences. 


The Genuine Review of the Political State of an Unhappy Country. 
8v0. 15. 6d Ridgway. 


An attempt at a grofs impofition upon the public; for which, 
in a-cafe of this kind, the author’s talents are totally inade- 


quate. : 
MISCELLANEOUS, 


A Poft-chaife Companion; or, Traveller’s Direfory through dre- 

, land. vo. 75. in Boards, Richardfon. 

We have feldom met with a more ufeful companion for a 
pott-chaife: the diftances between the feveral towns are marked 
with great precifion, not only in the direct, but in the érofs 
roads; and the moft remarkable objects are concifely, though 
fatisfactorily defcribed. Views of the Giant’s Caufeway, and 
of the cafcade near lord Miltown’s, are added; as well as ‘a 
-map of the roads of Ireland, and a plan of the ‘lakes of Killar- 
-neys The full Index, and the travelling Dictionary, to afcer- 
y An 
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tain the diflances between any two places by infpection only,. 
we look on as new, and, in a great meafure, valuable additions ;: 
and the very refpectable patronage which this work has expe-~ 
rienced, it may be truly faid to deferve, The defcription of 
Dublin wants only a map to render it very intelligible and in= 
ftructive. : 


An Hafty Sketch of a Tour through Part of the Anfirian Nether-: 
lands, and great Part of Holland, in the Year 1785. 800. 550 
in Boards. Faulder. 

This is avery ufeful, little work, as a directory for a traveller, 
a companion for a poft-chaife. It points out the chief objeds 
of a traveiler’s curiofity, and the principal expences: the de-, 
{criptiens are plain and exact, without the affeflation of im- 
proper Ornament, and without any pretenfions to novelty. The 
government and police of Braves and Amiterdam, which are’ 
detailed haftily, in this ‘ Hafty Sketch,’ were pretty well known. 
The author means to appropriate the profits of his work to 
charity; but its own merits, independent of this motive, would, 
have probably fecured for it a favourable reception. nll 
The Trial of Mr. John Palmer, Comedian, and Manager of the 

Royalty Theatre in Wells fireet, Wellclofe fquare.. For opening 
' the faid Theatre in Defiance of an Act made in the 10th Year of 

Geo. II. 4t0. 15. Ridgeway. | | 

So many have attacked Mr. Palmer for his new undertaking, 
that we were glad to fee an advocate ftep forth to his afliftance 
buat hemay truly fay, | 

Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iis. 

His advocate fuggeits little in his favour; though, if he had 
read Mr. Palmer’s numerous advertifements, he might have 
found fome. ufeful aid. .In fhort, the remarks are {fo trifling 
and infipid, that the author feems only to have caught at a 
popular fubject, to lay a {mall tax on curiofity. 193 


A Synopfis of a Courfe of Elecution. By Henry M‘Nab. Small 8v0; 
1s. Jamefon. 

It is not eafy to judge of the execution of a work from the 
heads of chapters only. But, from the views that the author 
feems to have taken, which appear extenfive, clear, and com= 
prehenfive, ‘we have great reafon to think him qualified for the 
tak which he has undertaken. His, opinions, and the argu- 
ments in their fupport, we muft wait for till the Courfe is pub- 
lithed ; and we hear that it may be foon expeéted. 


A Plan of Reform in the Mode of Inftrudtion, at prefent pradifed 
~ in Englifh Schools. By Henry M‘Nab. 4to. 15. 6de Jamefon. 
The importance of inftruction in the Englifh language has 
been very differently appreciated by authors of equal excellence, 
It may be alleged, in general, that, in the greater towns of 
England, good company and good authors will afford fufficient 
inftruétion to form the language and the ftyle. If the inhabite 
ants of the leffer towns, and the provinces, aim at excellence, 
they require additional inftru€tion ; and, in every fituation, 
elocution fhould be particularly attended to, and taught. Our 
, author’s 
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author's planis ia a great meafure new, and, in genetal, judi- 
cious. It is chiefly calculated for his own coantry ; but many 
pew of it might be; with propriety, adopted in this. 


A xi meus Syfrem of Reading; or the Art of reading Engl. By 
Mr. Du Mitand. l2mo. 25. Law. 
A fyftem.of reading Englifh by a Frenchman, may. appear 


~ mot only’a new, but a prefumptuous attempt. M. du Mitand, 


however, refs on the fhoulders of ‘the * giant Johnfon,’ fap- 
ported by Sheridan on the right, and, on the left, as the lefs 
saiportant affrftant, by Dr. Kenrick. His fyitematic genius, 
and his diligent atrention, have fupplied the ret; and we meet 
with a work prétty averste and very afeful, from a French- 
man who has learned Englith “only fince his 3oth year. “The 
examples are feleéd from the Bible: We have, it is true, yet 
had no feleaion from this volume, undef the title of Beauties, 
probably becaufe the whole may be confidéred as beautiful in. 
different views.——T his work is, with gtéat propriety, dedicated 
to Mri Raikes, initicutor of the ‘Sanday. fehools. 


A Short Rejoinder to the Rev. Mr. Ram/ay’s Reply, Gee By Yames 
Tobin, Ejg. 8vo. 15 Od Wilkie. 

‘That the Rev. Mr. “Ramfay? s EMfay.originated from _princi- 
ples of humanity, and was condemned by his opponents .from 
motives of interett, we cannot entertain the {malleit doubt, ‘Phe 
difpute’ has now become too perfonal and acrimonious, so. be 
maititained with candour; and we much fear that, amidit. the 
warmth of the contending parties, the caufe of the unhappy 
Negroes will be negleéted. 


An Enquiry iato the Effects of Public Punifoments upon Griminals 
» and upon Society» By Ber. Rufb, M.D. 8v0. 45. Dilly. 

It is the opinion of this author that:all public panifiments 
tend to make bad men worfe, and to increafe crimes, by their 
influence upon fociety. That the reformation of a criminal can. 
never be eficcted by a public punifhment, may, he thinks, be 
evinced from the following reafons.,, Firit,' as it is.always con- 
nected with infamy, it deitroysin a, perfan the fenfe of fhame, 
which is one.of the flrongeit prefervatives of virtue. Secondly, 
it is generally of fuch fhort duration, .as to produce none of 
thofe changes.in body or mind, which.are abiolutely neceflary 
to reform obftinate habits of vice, ‘Thirdly, experience proves, 
that public punifhments have increafed propenfities, to crimes. 
The laft.of thefe propofitions is only aconfirmation-of. the firit. 
Confidering that all men, when they fuffer, difcovereither for- 
titade, infenfibility, or-diftrefs, the author next examines. into 
the effeéts of each of thefe upon the minds of the {pectatorse 
Of the two latter he gives a juft account; but we cannot fo 
readily agree with him in opinion concerning the effects of the 
former, when he believes that, in feveral initances, it has in- 
duced deluded people to feign or confefs crimes which:they had 
néver-committéd, on parpofe to fecure to themfelves a con{pi- 
cuous death, and a certain entrance into future happineis. . 
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A Concife Treatife of the Art of Angling. By Thomas Bef, Geat. 
12mo. 1s. 6d. Stalker. 


The art of Angling has given rife to a greater number of di. 
dactic produdtions than any other kiod of rural fport. The 
prefent author blames his predeceffors in general for prolixity 
and tautology, which he, therefore, endeavours to avoid. We 
believe that he has compiled his Treatife with the kill of an 
expert angler; and he enlivens the fubje, in various places, 
by pleafing quotations from Englith poets. 


4a Anfwer toa Pamphlet publifhed by the Earl of Dundonald, in- 
titled * Thoughts on the Manufacture and Trade of Salt, and of” 
the Coal Trade of Great Britain,’ Sc. By Rovert Roe. . Sve. 
is. 6d. Robinfons. “~~ . 
The author of this pamphlet appears to be a man of {Cience 
and difcernment ; but, in the prefent difpute, his arguments aré 
evidently warped with prejudice. His refentment is roufed. at 
the imputation that the Irifh practife the fmuggling of falc; 
and in endeavouring to defend them from this charge, he is 
not a little acrimonious againit the noble lord his antagonift. 
On a fubje& which is controvérted with warmth, every ftep of 
an adverfary becomes fafpicious ; and we are induced to he- 
fitate with regard even to the certainty of fats, when the evi- 
dence on-which they reft, however confiflent with probability, 
is not fully authenticated. » 


General -Regulatious and Orders for his Majefty’s Forces. - Sipe, 
tA is. 6d. Walter, “* 
~ Thefe Regulations have been drawn up by general Fawcett; 
at the command of his majeity. “The defign is to eftablith 
among the troops fuch a fyftem of military exercife as is reguni- 
fite in,a.weli difciplined army. ni ye = 
The New Afrology. By C. Hejdou, jun. 12mo, 25. 62, Kearfley, 
_ An Aftrological Catechifis Azmo. 15. Kearfley. ' 
Two hundred years ago, thefe antiquated produétions might 
have gratified the tafte of the-publie ; but, in the prefent age, 
they can only ferve to awaken the remembrancé of the weak- 
nefs and credulity of former times. | : 1S et 
Advice to a Young Rider, or Travelling Tradsfman. ®u0o. bd. 
Johnfon. lu oF 
A letter from a mother to her fon, containing exhortations, 
well adapted to-the afe of young tradefmen. | . ! 


Fourual of the Siege of Gibraltar, from Sept. 124.1779, to Feb. 
J ns “By Samuel yan — bse Ein. 4 
In thefe Letters we are prefented with the recital of oc- 
currences from the beginning to the end of this celebrated 
Siege, interfperfed with poetical effufions. ‘The narrative aps 
pears to be gengine, and is accompanied with fome memoirs of 
the life and military fervices of general fir George Auguftus 
Elliot, now lord Heathfield. | | 
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A Sketch of Univerfal Hiftorye 8v0. 25. Payne and Sone 


The fhort extent of this production, confifting on!y of ninety- 
four pages, cannot be fuppofed to contain any other than a 
very general account of hiftorical events. Mut notwithfanding 
its concifenefs, it may prove a ufeful affiftant.to the memory ; 
and the lady who has taken the pains to reduce Univerfal Hif- 
tory within fo {mal] a compafs, 1s entitled to the favour of the 
public. 

The Retort Courteouse By the Author of the Regifter Office. 8v0- 
Is. 6d. 

We fympathife with an author whofe applications to.the ma- 
mager of a theatre have proved unfuccefsful ; but the latter, in 
all cafes within his own jurifdidtion, muft be allowed to judge 
for himéelf. , 


Thoughts ox the farther Improvement of Acroftation. 3v0. 250 
' Printed for thé Author. 

The author of this pamphlet appears to be a man of a philofo-~ 
phical turn of mind. He defcribes a machine now conftructing 
on different principles from thofe hitherto adopted in aerofta- 
tical experiments. ‘That his ideas are well-founded, we enter- 
tain no doubt; but we with to be equally convinced of the 
utility of thofe hazardous excurfions. 





— ned 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


WE received Amicus’s letter with great pleafure ; and feel a real 

atification, when it js in our power to raife humble unafpiring 
merit. If this was not occafionally our good fortune, the tak of a 
Reviewer would indeed be bighly irkfoine. 





~ OUR young author, whofe poem we received in proper feafon, is 
fomewhat too impetuous. Our filence was no mark of contempt; 
and he furely will not confider our. opinion of Jefs confequepce, 
becavfe it is not as hafty and impetuous as his own refentments. 
Our decifions are often repeatedly confidered before they are fub- 
mitted to public perufal. iis 





. WE are forry that we cannot oblige the gentleman who addreffes ' 
uson the fubje& of an article in May 1785. Our colle&ion was 
made for the ufe of another, though never printed, and is not now 
in our poffeffion ;.nor indeed have we any references to particular 
authors. As ufual with us, when we were in poffeflion of the prin- 
cipal, we were little. folicitous about particular cafes. We approve, 
however, much of his defign, and would advife him to purfue it. 





‘THE gentleman who writes to us from Bath, under the fignature 
of a ‘ Conitant Reader,” with an account of fome of the medical 
contefts, and thinks that we have aéted unfairly, in not giving fome 
account of Mr, Tickell’s anfwer to Dr. Adaiy, will be fo obliging 
as to reflect, that Mr, Tickell’s pamphlet, fo far as we can find, is 
fold only with his medicine. We are not unwilling to invefigate 


“its virtues, and the force of his anfwers to his antagonift, if the 


ufe comes regulary before us, by Mr. Tickell’s pamphlet being 
e i ; ws ' , & 


advertifed as a feparate publication, °~ 
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